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Lord’s Day 48 

Praying for the Kingdom 

Herman Hoeksema 

Q. 123.  Which is the second petition? 

A. 123.  “Thy kingdom come”; that is, rule us so by Thy word and Spirit, that we may submit 
ourselves more and more to Thee; preserve and increase Thy church; destroy the works of the devil, 
and all violence that would exalt itself against Thee; and also, all wicked counsels devised against 
Thy holy word; till the full perfection of Thy kingdom take place, wherein Thou shalt be all in all. 

 

Introduction 

Prayer is the highest expression of the Christian’s gratitude, according to the viewpoint which the 
catechism takes. It is the highest expression of the new life which has been implanted in the heart of the 
Christian by Christ.. And it is the highest expression of gratitude, because in the highest sense, prayer is 
the acknowledgment that God is God, and that He is the fountain of all good; that there is no other God 
beside Him, and that there is no good but from Him, and that out of Him only we eat and drink all that is 
good. That is prayer. And because prayer is the acknowledgment that God is God, and that He is the 
fountain of all good, that is why it is the highest expression of gratitude.  

 And because that is prayer, because prayer is the highest expression of gratitude, and because we 
have but a beginning of the true obedience within us, it is evident that in our prayers we are very 
imperfect. We can never discover in how far we have learned to truly pray, but by looking in the mirror 
of the Lord’s Prayer. That is the purpose why the catechism discusses the Lord’s Prayer, in order to 
determine in how far we are perfect in our prayers, in how far we can really truly pray.  

From that point of view, we looked at the first petition: hallowed be thy name. We found that in 
that petition we professed that it was our greatest desire that God’s name be hallowed, and that all 
might be cut out which does not serve to hallow God’s name. From that same point of view we must 
look at this second petition.  

This second petition is a very difficult petition to pray. And yet, if we could really learn to pray this 
petition, then in that prayer, and in the fulfillment of that prayer, we would be blessed. We will realize 
that it is difficult to pray, “Thy kingdom come,” if we consider that the spiritual disposition that is 
required in order to pray this petition is expressed in the saying of the Lord in Matthew 6:33: “Seek ye 
first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” That we 
hardly ever practically believe. Before we know it, we forget that beautiful and spiritual part of Jesus’ 
instruction, when He says that we should not ask what we shall eat, and what we shall drink, and 
wherewithal we shall be clothed; that we lay not up treasures on earth where moth, and rust doth 
corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal; but that we lay up treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through and steal. We are so 
foolish, so that before we think of it, we are after the things which moth and rust corrupt, and we are 
asking, what shall we eat, and what shall we drink, and wherewithal shall we clothe ourselves. We forget 
that the things we need are nothing compared with life itself. And in that disposition, we cannot pray: 
“Thy kingdom come,” for the simple reason that those things do not belong to the kingdom of God. In 
the second place, we must see what is meant by the coming of that kingdom. And finally, we must 
consider what is the spiritual attitude presupposed in praying for its coming. 

 

Theme: Praying for the Kingdom 
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1. The Idea of the Kingdom 

2. The Development of the Kingdom 

3. The Spiritual Disposition of One Who Prays for the Kingdom 

1. The Idea of the Kingdom 

The Lord teaches us to pray: “Thy kingdom come.” What is that kingdom? In order to pray this 
petition, we must have some conception as to what it meant by the term, “kingdom of God.”  

The term, “the kingdom of God,” is much used in our day. Nearly everyone is speaking of the 
kingdom of God, and of working for the kingdom of God. Therefore it is necessary that we know what is 
meant by that term.  

The kingdom of God is frequently mentioned in scripture, and especially the Lord Jesus frequently 
refers to it. He speaks of the kingdom of God, and of its coming. He speaks of the subjects of that 
kingdom, especially in the Sermon on the Mount. Many parables of Jesus serve to illustrate that 
kingdom to us. What is that kingdom of God, or the kingdom of heaven, as it is also called?  

Ultimately it is the final realization of God’s counsel with respect to all things which God had in 
mind. When God created this first state of things, He had in mind a better state of things, and He 
purposed to lead this first state of things to that better state of things.  

Now if we search scripture concerning the idea of the kingdom of heaven, we find that it defines 
four things. In the first place, it is defined as the spiritual-ethical rule of God. In the second place, it is the 
spiritual-ethical rule of God through Christ. In the third place, it is the rule of God through Christ, in and 
through His people. And in the fourth place, it is an all-comprehensive, universal, heavenly kingdom. 
That is the conception of scripture concerning the kingdom of heaven.  

It is the spiritual-ethical rule of God. The kingdom of God is that state of things in which God is king. 
It is called the kingdom of heaven because heaven is its origin. But by the term, “kingdom of God,” is 
expressed that state of things in which God is king. It is that state of things in which God rules, in which 
He has dominion, and that in a spiritual-ethical sense. God is of course king. He rules by His sovereign 
power. In that sense, He is supreme over all. He has dominion over all things. He rules all things by His 
power. There is nothing that escapes His rule. But that kingdom of power is not meant when scripture 
speaks of the kingdom of God.  

Then another dominion is meant. The idea of the kingdom of God is not that God rules by His 
power, but the idea is that in all creation, He is acknowledged as the only good and perfect being, before 
whom we bow. There is a difference between the rule of God over the power of opposition, and His rule 
in the hearts of His people. There is even a difference between God’s rule over the brute creature, over 
trees and plants, etc., and His rule in the heart of man.  

Now the kingdom of God is where God is acknowledged as the only good and perfect being, and 
the sovereign of all. It is the spiritual-ethical rule of God. For when we pray, “Thy kingdom come,” we 
pray that God may be acknowledged and may be served consciously and willingly from the principle of 
love.  

 In that kingdom, Christ is Lord. When that kingdom shall be perfectly realized, Christ will stand at 
the pinnacle of that kingdom. That has been denied. On the basis of what the Apostle says in 
1 Corinthians 15, namely that when Christ shall have subdued all things, He will deliver the kingdom 
unto His Father.  

It has been denied that Christ shall forever be the Lord in that kingdom. But the meaning of that 
passage is that when all things shall have been made subject unto Christ, Christ will subject Himself with 
all that kingdom unto God. But Christ will be Lord in that kingdom. It will be a kingdom in which Christ 
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will forever be Lord. His mind, His will, will rule in the hearts of His people forever. He will be king under 
God. He will be the chief connecting link between the sovereign king and the new creation, including His 
people. Jesus will be Lord in the kingdom for which we pray.  

In the third place, it will be a kingdom also in which His people shall reign. Christ shall not rule in 
that kingdom alone and as an individual, but He will reign in that kingdom in and through His Church. He 
shall reign as Christ, and the Church shall reign with Christ, and we shall reign over all things. All things 
shall be subject unto us in Christ. We shall be kings, sitting in Christ’s throne, even as Christ is seated in 
God’s throne. Finally, that kingdom will be universal and heavenly. It will include all things.  

We must not look upon that kingdom as the destruction of all things, so that only heaven is left. We 
often speak of going to heaven and that the earth will be destroyed. Now it is true that this present 
world shall perish. So strongly does the Apostle Peter present it, that He tells us that the very elements 
shall melt away. But although this present world shall perish, it will not be annihilated. Even as our 
present bodies shall perish in the grave, and shall return to their very primary elements, so that you 
cannot find anything of them anymore, but that is not annihilation. So also it is with this present world. 
This present world shall be dissolved to its very primary elements. But from those primary elements, 
God will create new heavens and a new earth. But that new creation shall be different from the old 
creation. Even as our present bodies shall be changed into a glorious body of Christ, so this present 
world shall be changed so as to be in harmony with that glorified body. In other words, we may say that 
the new creation shall be just like Christ. Christ will be the center and head of all that new creation.  

Therefore that new creation will be a heavenly creation, and that entire new creation will be united 
in Christ, and through Christ with God. So that when scripture speaks of the kingdom of God, it refers to 
the spiritual-ethical dominion and rule of God through Christ, in the hearts of His people. By “kingdom of 
God” in this second petition is expressed that state of dominion of God through Christ in the hearts of 
His people, in which He is served consciously and willingly, and in love.  

The term “kingdom of God” is a twofold conception. There is a present and a future conception. 
Scripture frequently uses the term “kingdom of God” when it speaks of that kingdom as it now is. Then it 
is the sum total of all the spiritual powers and graces and blessings in Christ. The sum total of all the 
spiritual powers and graces and blessings, are often denoted by the term, “kingdom of God.” We must 
learn to realize that when scripture speaks of the kingdom of God, it does not refer to anything external. 
The kingdom of God does not refer to anything in culture, or politics, or business. Christian culture, 
Christian politics, or Christian business, has nothing to do with the kingdom of God. The kingdom, as it 
now is, has nothing to do with anything outward. The kingdom of God, as it now is, is the sum total of all 
the spiritual powers, and graces, and blessings, which in scripture are expressed in the one word, 
“righteousness.” When God rules, through Christ, in the heart, you have the kingdom of God; not when 
Christ rules through politics. Christ does not rule in politics. That is foolish. The kingdom of God is 
spiritual. The kingdom of God is all that is expressed in the term “righteousness.” “Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God and His righteousness.” When you are righteous judicially, that is, righteous with a view 
to your state before God, and when you are righteous spiritually, so that you are righteous, and do the 
works of righteousness, then you are a citizen of the kingdom of God.  

The kingdom of God refers to the spiritual rule of God only in the heart of His people. What the 
kingdom of God is, is beautifully expressed in the sermon on the Mount. Blessed are the poor in spirit: 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Lowliness of spirit is a manifestation of the kingdom of God. Blessed 
are the meek. Meekness is a realization of the kingdom. Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst 
after righteousness. Hunger and thirst after righteousness is a manifestation of the kingdom. All these 
things which scripture calls righteousness are a realization of the kingdom of God.  

In the second place, the term, “kingdom of God,” is a future conception. Also that the modern 
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philosopher does not want. The modern philosopher says that the present state of things is to develop 
into the kingdom of God, and we must all work to bring about that kingdom. But scripture says when the 
kingdom of God shall be completed; it will replace the present state of things. The future kingdom of 
God will not be a further development of the present things. It will replace the present state of things. 
The present state of things is to be destroyed, and the future kingdom of God will replace it. And then 
the kingdom of God is that state of things in which God is all and in all in the new heaven and the new 
earth, and in which He shall have dominion and rule over all things, through Jesus Christ. The state of 
glory is also the kingdom of God. 

 

2. The Development of the Kingdom 

That kingdom is coming. Not because we cause it to come. Not because we pray for it to come. It is 
coming. God brings it. He causes it to come. That kingdom is coming.  

In fact, it is coming through the history of this world. The history of this world is the coming of the 
kingdom of God. All that God does in the history of the world is related to, and connected with, the 
coming of His kingdom. God brings it from the very beginning, and nothing ever happened that was not 
a coming of the kingdom.  

It was a coming of the kingdom of heaven when God created the first world. In paradise, there was 
a picture of that kingdom. For God reigned in Adam over all things. In the heart of Adam, God 
established the kingdom of heaven, but it was an earthly kingdom. But when God made that earthly 
image of the kingdom of God and realized it in the heart of Adam, He had in mind the kingdom of 
heaven.  

That first kingdom was an earthly kingdom and it depended upon man. The kingdom of heaven 
cannot depend upon man. Therefore, that first kingdom must fall; and the fall of that first kingdom was 
a coming of the kingdom of heaven. It is not so that the first kingdom falls and that God now must make 
something else. The fall of the first kingdom is the coming of the kingdom of heaven. 

We must not have the idea that God first had His kingdom in paradise, and then that kingdom falls 
away from His control, so that God is now compelled to make of that kingdom of creation, a kingdom of 
heaven. The entire history of the world is a coming of the kingdom of glory, including the fall, the devil, 
sin, everything. God originally created an earthly kingdom. But that earthly kingdom fell, and had to fall 
in order to become the kingdom of heaven. This earthly kingdom had to fall, and the moment it does, 
the king comes. Christ replaces Adam. He does not immediately come in the flesh, but from the time 
that the earthly kingdom fell, the kingdom of heaven developed in antithesis to the spiritual kingdom of 
the devil.  

Hence, all history is the history of the coming of the kingdom of God. That kingdom was established 
when God set enmity between the two seeds. It was established in the hearts of His people in the old 
dispensation. It was in Adam by the grace of God. It was in Enoch, in Noah, in Abraham. But the kingdom 
had at that time no form. In Israel, we have an outward, typical form of the kingdom, a shadow of it. It 
was established when Christ came into the world. When Christ comes, the king comes. He laid the 
foundation for that kingdom. He established it in His blood. And having laid the basis, He receives the 
glory of that kingdom in person. And He is exalted to the right hand of God to rule in the name of God.  

The kingdom of God is realized in the king, when Jesus is exalted to the right hand of God. That King 
receives the Spirit. And He established it in the hearts of His people. That is what Jesus meant when He 
said: the kingdom of heaven is come very near unto you. It came near in the shadows and types. But it 
came very near in its spiritual, heavenly essence, when its king came into the world, and it was realized 
when He poured out His Spirit That is the kingdom of heaven. It is established. We are citizens of that 
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kingdom. Even though we are still on earth, we are citizens of the kingdom of heaven, and have our walk 
in heaven. That is the realization of the kingdom of heaven as it now is. 

 

3. The Spiritual Disposition of One Who Prays for the Kingdom 

And if we understand that, then we understand the reason for this petition, “Thy kingdom come.” 
That kingdom is still coming. It is not yet perfect, but it is realized in the hearts of His people. That 
explains the spiritual side of this petition. We are citizens of that kingdom. But there is much 
imperfection. That kingdom is still imperfect because of the sin round about them, and it is still 
imperfect because of the earthly state of things. There is much within us and about us that is not of the 
kingdom of heaven. And there is all kinds of battle and struggle and imperfection. And standing as, in 
principle, citizens of the kingdom of heaven in the midst of imperfection, we pray: “Thy kingdom come.” 
We do that in a twofold sense.  

The catechism mentions that this prayer for the coming of the kingdom of heaven, first of all, has a 
personal element, “Thy kingdom come.” That means, the catechism says, “rule us so by thy word and 
Spirit, that we may submit ourselves more and more to thee.” In that sense, the prayer for the coming 
of the kingdom of heaven is a prayer for perfection. When we pray, “rule us so by thy word and Spirit, 
that we may submit ourselves more and more to thee,” our prayer implies, first of all, that it is our 
desire to be conformed to the will of God and to be pleasing to Him. It means that it is our desire to be 
conformed to the will of God in our willing, in our thinking, in our desiring, and in all our life. It means, in 
the second place, that there is much in me that is against the will of God, and I am troubled. When I 
pray, “Thy kingdom come,” it means that I am grieved, because of what is in me, that is against the will 
of God. It means, in the third place, that I realize that it must be done by God. There is not free will in 
this prayer. To pray, “Thy kingdom come,” and really mean it, therefore, means a life and walk of 
sanctification. Just as it is impossible to pray, “Our Father which art in heaven,” and just as it is 
impossible to pray, “Hallowed be thy name,” just so impossible it is to pray, “Thy kingdom come,” unless 
we walk in sanctification.  

As soon as we walk in sin, the prayer for the kingdom of heaven dies on our lips. If we walk in sin, 
we do not mean to do the will of Christ, but our own will. In the second place, there is in this petition the 
prayer for the perfecting of the body of Christ. “Preserve and gather thy Church,” the catechism teaches 
us, is the second element in the prayer for the coming of the kingdom of heaven. That stands to reason. 
The Church is to be the capital of that kingdom. The Church is the New Jerusalem. The Church is the 
perfected city, the capital of the perfected kingdom. Before that kingdom can come, all the elect must 
be gathered into the Church. Every last one of them must have been called before that kingdom can be 
completed. So that when we pray, “Thy kingdom come,” we do not say, ”Let everybody come, bring in 
all you can,” but we pray: “Preserve and gather thy Church.” All God’s chosen, every last stone must be 
fitted into the new Jerusalem, and the citizens pray that all the stones may be joined together and fitted 
into the city. 

Finally, when we pray, “Thy kingdom come,” we pray for the passing away of all things. We pray for 
the passing away of this body, and of all things, and for the coming of the new kingdom.  

Can we pray it? We can mechanically repeat it after the Lord, but do we mean it? Do we want it? 
Before we receive anything else, do we say: “I pray that thou mayest so rule in me that I may more and 
more submit to thy will?”  

Is there not a power in us that causes us to fear that the Lord may hear us? There is.  

If we always realized what it means to pray, that in our whole life, the kingdom of God may come, 
we would not pray it. We don’t want it. By nature, we don’t want it. By nature, we don’t want to get 
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there where we say: “I have learned to seek the kingdom of heaven first.”  

The first question with us is, where shall I live? And the second question is, what kind of business 
shall I be in? And the third question is, what kind of pleasures shall I seek? And the fourth question is, 
what will happen if I insist on seeking the kingdom of heaven first? All these things come first with us. If 
we pray, “so rule us, that we may always submit ourselves to thy will,” and God hears that prayer, we 
may lose all. And I warn you, if you do not wish to lose all, don’t pray it.  

All children of God who have sincerely prayed this prayer, have lost all. If you pray this prayer and 
God hears it, you may lose all. But what is it profit it a man if he gain the whole world and lose his own 
soul? All these things, that is, bread and clothing, and a home, etc, the heathen seek, says Jesus. But 
seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness. And only when you do that can you pray: “Thy 
kingdom come”.  

We will never pray this second petition by our old nature. All the children of the world really pray: 
let thy kingdom never come. It is difficult to pray this petition. But in principle the citizens of that 
kingdom pray, “Thy kingdom come.”  

In us there is a small beginning of the new obedience, and because of this small beginning of the 
new obedience, there is a longing to be able to pray: “Thy kingdom come.” There is a longing to seek the 
things above. It is often covered up. But it is there. If it is not there, we are not in the kingdom. But if it 
is, then this should be the conclusion, we say: “Lord teach me to really and truly pray: ‘Thy kingdom 
come.’”  

It is true that it is hard for the flesh. But if you examine yourselves you will find this principle: that, 
by the grace of God, in your deepest heart you seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness. 
That is difficult for the flesh. But it is only in the way of the fulfillment of that prayer that we are blessed. 

 


