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Lord’s Day 52a – Q127 

A Prayer for Deliverance from Sin  

Rev. Herman Hoeksema 

Q.127. Which is the sixth petition? 

A. "And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil"; that is, since we are so weak 

in ourselves, that we cannot stand a moment; and besides this, since our mortal 

enemies, the devil, the world, and our own flesh, cease not to assault us, do thou 

therefore preserve and strengthen us by the power of thy Holy Spirit, that we may not be 

overcome in the spiritual warfare, but constantly and strenuously may resist our foes, till 

at last we obtain a complete victory. 
 

Even as there have always been people, and there are people today who, not understanding the 
truth, claim that we do not have to pray for forgiveness of sins anymore, so there are, and have been, 
people who hold that we cannot pray anymore: Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
There were such people at the time of Paul. There were and are people who think it is a shame to pray: 
deliver us from evil. These people said that the Christian’s life is one program of sin and pardon, sin and 
pardon. And they even went so far to say: let us sin that grace may abound. That is the antinomian view. 
On the other hand, there are people who say we do not have to pray anymore, “deliver us from evil,” 
because we have reached the goal, and to pray, “deliver us from evil,” would be a denial of the fact that 
we have reached the goal. We have been delivered from evil, these people say, and have become holy, 
and having become holy, we do not need to pray anymore: “deliver us from evil.” These people have a 
very superficial conception of sin. Both of these conceptions are denied by the Lord in this prayer, when 
He says: And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. It is a very unspiritual thing for anyone 
to say, I am holy, in the sense of being perfectly separated from sin and corruption, and wholly 
consecrated unto God; or to say, let us sin that grace may abound. Both these conceptions are very 
unscriptural, and both these conceptions result in this, that the people adhering to them end up in all 
kinds of corruption.  

The way of the Christian is a way of battle, and as long as he is in this present battle, he needs two 
things. In the first place, he needs forgiveness of sins. He needs to have the atonement of Christ applied 
unto his heart. He must have the grace of forgiveness in his heart. And in the second place, he needs 
deliverance from evil. He needs the grace of deliverance from the power of sin. Now this sixth petition 
refers to the Christian’s deliverance from evil. In the fifth petition, he prays for deliverance from the 
guilt of sin and its consciousness, and in the sixth petition, he prays for deliverance from the corruption 
of sin and its power. So that the subject matter of the fifth and sixth petition of the Lord’s Prayer is 
essentially the same. Both deal with the attitude, the desire of the child of God, with respect to his sin. 
The fifth and sixth petitions are but different aspects of that one desire. In the fifth petition the child of 
God brings before God his desire with respect to the guilt of sin. He expresses that it is his desire that he 
longs for the forgiveness of sin. In the sixth petition, the child of God brings before God the desire to be 
delivered from the corruption of sin. The fifth petition deals with our justification, and the child of God 
confesses that he cannot rest until the blotting out of sin, which took place nineteen hundred years ago, 
may be applied to him, and he has a become a conscious partaker of the reconciliation of Christ. But the 
sixth petition deals with our sanctification. The child of god confesses in this sixth petition that he 
cannot be satisfied until he be delivered from all sin and evil and corruption, and that in the midst of the 
world, he cannot be satisfied until he knows that God will not lead him into temptation. That is the sixth 
petition.  
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Now remember, we are dealing with these things as a matter of prayer. We are not speaking of 
justification, of atonement, of sanctification, of deliverance from sin and guilt. We are speaking of the 
subjective attitude of the child of God to them. They are realities in his life. Temptation is not something 
remote, something far away. It is not something that may happen. Temptation is something real. It is as 
real as daily bread is real. And over against that temptation, the child of God assumes a certain attitude. 
These temptations are realities in his life. And over against these temptations which he meets, there is 
something in the soul of the child of God. If you ask what that is, you find that there is in the soul of the 
child of God, a great fear of a great danger.  That is implied in this prayer. Lead us not into temptation. 
The child of God dreads being led into temptation.  

Secondly, there is in this petition the confession of a strong confidence in God’s sovereign 
guidance. If he is to be led into temptation, God must do it. Not the devil. God only can lead Him into 
temptation, so that there is here a confession on the part of the Christian of his confidence in God’s 
sovereign guidance. In the third place, there is in this sixth petition a strong confession of his longing to 
be delivered from evil. Does that reality live in our hearts? Does that dread of a great danger, and that 
confidence of God’s sovereign guidance, and that desire and longing for deliverance from evil, is that 
reality, if we analyze our spiritual life, present with us? Or is it so with us that we love to be led into 
temptation and court sin; that we never have the confidence that we are subject to God’s sovereign 
guidance; and that we never long for deliverance from evil and corruption? These three are absolutely 
necessary to pray this petition. 

 

Theme: A Prayer for Deliverance from Sin 

1. A Confession of fear of a great danger 

2. A Confession of Confidence in God’s Sovereign Guidance 

3. A Confession of Longing for Deliverance from Evil 

1. A Confession of fear of a great danger 

First of all, a dread of a great danger. The danger is being led into temptation. It is not the dread of 
temptation, but of being led into temptation. Temptation is closely related to trial. Scripture frequently 
uses the same word for both. The apostle James writes: “Count it all joy when ye fall into divers 
temptations.” Temptation there, is undoubtedly looked at from the point of view of trial. Temptation 
and trial have this in common, that both make it difficult to walk in the way of God. Any trial makes it 
difficult for the flesh, for our nature, to keep the way of righteousness. Trial makes the way very narrow. 
And so it is with temptation. Temptation and trial make the way very narrow, and make it difficult for 
our nature to keep the way of righteousness. And on the other hand, both apparently make it easy to 
walk in the way of unrighteousness.  

But although they closely resemble each other, there is an essential difference. There is a 
difference as to motive. The motive of trial is love of righteousness. But the motive of temptation is 
hatred of righteousness. He that tries someone loves righteousness. But he that tempts hates 
righteousness. And as there is a difference in motive, so there is a difference in form. The form of trial is 
always the truth. Trial never lies. Trial always points out clearly: this is the way, walk in it. But 
temptation is the lie in its very form. Temptation lies about righteousness. Temptation is misleading, is 
deceiving. We have them both together in paradise. When God put the tree in paradise, He put an 
obstacle in the way of righteousness, but He spoke the truth. He said, this is the way. In the day that you 
eat thereof, you shall die. But the devil added the temptation to the trial. He said, you shall not die, but 
be as God. That was the lie.  

And as there is a difference between trial and temptation in motive and form, so there is a 
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difference in purpose. The purpose of trial is to glorify righteousness. The purpose of trial is to put a 
burden upon righteousness, to prove that it cannot break. But the purpose of temptation is to break 
righteousness. The purpose of temptation is evil. And although trial and temptation, as far as their 
content is concerned are similar, yet they can very well be distinguished. The purpose of temptation is 
to lead the children of God away from the path of righteousness into the way of sin and corruption, and 
causing that way of sin to look appealing and preferable to the way of righteousness. Temptation always 
has to do with the children of God. The children of the world are not tempted. Only the children of God 
are tempted, and the purpose of temptation is to lead the children of God astray from the path of 
righteousness into the ways of sin and unrighteousness. So that when we pray, “lead us not into 
temptation,” we say: lead us not in ways wherein we will turn away from thee and from the way of 
righteousness, and wherein we will fall into sin and corruption. That is temptation.  

Now that temptation, the child of God confesses, is a great danger. This prayer is occasioned by the 
fact that he beholds that danger. The attitude of him that prays this petition, is not the attitude of the 
happy-go-lucky, who does not worry about anything. No, it is the attitude of the child of God as he sees 
the danger of temptation, and he dreads to take one step, because he is conscious of the reality of that 
temptation. Real, because the devil is real. Did you ever notice that in times when the fear of God is 
covered up, when we see but little of that fear of God, that then there is no fear of the devil either.  

If you ask some people, I mean some older people, because the temptations of the younger people 
are usually different, whether they know if they are being tempted by the devil, they will give the same 
kind of answer which people gave the Apostle Paul when he asked them if they had received the Spirit: 
we did not know that there was a devil, as far as their experience is concerned. But this dread of danger 
which the child of God experiences, presupposes that he is conscious of the fact that there is a tempter, 
and that tempter is the devil. And the devil is a liar. All the temptation you meet with, as far as the 
author of that temptation is concerned, converges in the devil. Temptation has for its agent, the devil. 
Literally, this sixth petition should read: deliver me from the devil. Even as the Dutch has translated it: 
“Verlos ons van den booze.” All temptation has a personal agent. The sphere of the tempter is the world.  

We often speak of the devil, the world, and the flesh. But these are not three tempters. The devil is 
the tempter, but he tempts through the world, the world, taken now in the sense of the sinful world. 
The world conceived of as the totality of sinful man in connection with all things. In that world, the child 
of God lives. In that world, the devil is prince. Not in the absolute sense, but in a spiritual-ethical sense, 
the devil is prince in that world. And through the world, he tempts the child of God. Originally he could 
not tempt through the world. That world didn’t always exist. There, the devil must come through the 
serpent in order to tempt man. That world did not exist before man fell into sin. That is why the devil 
tempted man through the serpent.  

But the devil does not need the serpent now. He tempts the child of God through the world. It is a 
personal devil that has dominion over the things of this world, and causes the things of this world to 
appear as preferable to the things of righteousness. When we seek sin, and we all do, we should 
remember that back of all temptation in the world stands the devil. And it is not putting it too strong to 
say that they who seek temptation, seek the devil. And with regard to the children of God, temptation 
seeks to lead them away from the way of righteousness. The world is an agent of temptation, but it is an 
instrument of the devil. The devil seeks to make the way of sin so attractive, that it seems as if it were to 
be preferred to the way of righteousness. He seeks to make that way attractive in a doctrinal way. He 
causes many errors of doctrine to be proclaimed in the world, and he makes them so attractive, that 
they seem preferable to the way of righteousness. And by them, he seeks to tempt the people of God 
and to lead them astray.  

I know of some of our young ladies, that they attended a lecture, given a short time ago, on birth 
control. That was the devil seeking to lead the children of God astray from the path of righteousness, by 
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means of error of doctrine, made attractive and seemingly preferable to the way of righteousness. Or 
the devil will make that way attractive in a practical way. He will place on that way honor, riches, 
position, pleasures of all kinds, and he will make that way seem preferable to the way of righteousness. 
You can say that the Christian must walk the straight and narrow path, but along that way, there are all 
kinds of cross roads and sidetracks. And at every corner, the devil has his agents, or his signpost, and he 
calls to the Christian: come this way, turn into this cross street. So that the Christian reaches the final 
victory through the midst of all kinds of temptations. Now that child of God would be immune, he would 
be safe if he could walk through that world in perfection. Or let me rather say, if the life of Christ in him, 
the Christian would be safe. Then temptation would have no influence upon him. But there is something 
else in him. There is in him a point of contact with the world, in the flesh. And through the world, finding 
a point of contact in the flesh, the devil leads the child of God into temptation. 

2. A Confession of Confidence in God’s Sovereign Guidance 

No, he doesn’t. God does it. I has been said that we cannot pray, “lead us not into temptation,” in 
the evil sense, in the sense of leading into sin. It is said that God does not lead into temptation. For in 
temptation, we have this picture. Temptation is a trap. And God is the leader. And the suggestion is that 
God is willing to lead us into the trap, and therefore we pray: lead us not into temptation. And so they 
say that we cannot pray this petition in the evil sense. Therefore they say that the meaning of this 
petition is: lead us not into trial, or at the most it means: keep us from temptation, lead us not into 
circumstances in which I may be tempted. But that the meaning is not,” lead me not into trial,” is 
evident from the last part of the petition: but deliver me from evil. Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. Deliver me from evil, that is the opposite of being led into temptation. And where 
evil is the opposite of temptation here, the meaning cannot be, lead me not into trial. And to say that 
the meaning is, keep me from temptation, is no exegesis of the phrase: lead us not into temptation. And 
besides, it is impossible to keep us from circumstances which may tempt us, for the simple reason that 
the Christian leave the world. The Lord says, “I pray not that you take them out of the world, but that 
you keep them from evil.” And so He teaches them here to pray: “lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil.”  

I will put it stronger. It is God’s purpose that His people should go through these temptations. 
Roman Catholicism has tried relatively to escape these temptations by erecting monasteries and 
convents, but all attempts to escape these temptations are in vain. Salvation does not lie in escaping 
temptation. It is true one age differs from another. But essentially the world does not change. Salvation 
does not lie in escaping temptation. In the first place it is impossible to go out of the world, and in the 
second place, temptation follows us wherever we go, and our sinful heart is open to it. And therefore 
we do not pray: “lead us not into circumstances in which we may be tempted.” But rather do we pray: 
“count it for all joy when ye fall into divers temptations.” Why? Because salvation does not lie in running 
away from temptations, but in meeting them with the Lord. The prayer, “lead me not into temptation,” 
means, surrender me not to the power of the devil. It means, lead me not into the crossroads and side 
streets. For it ever we are to go astray from the path of righteousness and wander into the ways of sin, 
there is only one that leads me there. Therefore, the Christian prays: “lead me not into temptation,” lead 
me not into these crossroads, but make me strong to pass them by delivering me from evil. He does not 
pray that he may not cross these side streets, but that when he crosses them, he may hate them and 
pass them, and that when he passes them, there may be nothing in his heart, but the fear of the Lord. 
That is the meaning of this prayer. So that the child of God does not say: “please keep me from falling 
into temptation.” No, he appeals directly to God and says, “God leads me.”  

There is no dualism, no big God and a little devil. There is only one that holds the reigns. And the 
child of God prays: “lead me not into temptation. I love righteousness, and holiness, and truth, and I 
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hate unrighteousness, and corruption, and the lie. And I have confidence that it is not necessary for me 
to be lead into temptation.”  

No, God does not tempt, if the motive be hatred of righteousness, and form of the temptation be 
the lie, and the purpose be the destruction of righteousness. But the petition does not say: temp me 
not. But the devil, manufacturing temptation, does so under the sovereign control of God. And although 
the devil manufactures the temptation, God controls him and causes him to set the trap where He 
wants it to be set, and God causes him to do His will and counsel. God causes the devil to set the trap 
where He wants it, and God takes His child by the hand and leads him right into the trap. And God 
demolishes that trap. God leads His child right on until he is trapped. He sometimes leads His people 
into a state in which, for a time, they are wholly surrendered to the devil. The Lord does so.  

So it was with David, when God led him on to count the people. We read that the Lord stirred up 
David to count the people. In another place, we read that the devil did it. But we also read that God 
stirred up David to count the people. We read that the Apostle Paul was buffeted by an angel of the 
devil. And we read in Isaiah: “why didst thou cause us to err from our way.” So it was with Peter, who 
was led on and on, until he falls into the trap. And why does God do it? Why does He lead His people 
into temptation? And mark you, we are not talking about walking in temptation, about living in 
temptation, about seeking it. We are talking about being led into temptation.  

Why must the child of God be led into temptation? Because the child of God does not always live a 
careful life, and is often far from God and becomes self-confident, and thinks that he can take care of 
himself. And the Father takes him by the hand, and leads him into temptation; He leads him into the 
trap, in order to cure him. So it was with David. So it was with Peter. In spite of all the advice of his 
Master, Peter walked in that way, to the very top of self-confidence. And God led him on in that way to 
the very top of self-confidence, and led him in the trap. And being led on, Peter falls from the top of that 
self-confidence, and denies his Lord. So it is with all sin. So that we must understand, that if we fall into 
temptation, the Lord leads us into it. And we can somewhat understand it too. By nature, we are slaves, 
servants of the devil, and we have no right to be anything else. In the second place, remember we are 
saved from the clutches of the devil by the power of grace. In the third place, remember that it is the 
same power of grace that must keep us in the way of righteousness. If the Lord would take His grace 
from under us, we would fall back into the service of the devil. As the catechism expresses it; that we 
are so weak in ourselves that we cannot stand for a moment. All God has to do is to draw His grace from 
under us and we are gone. And may times, the Lord does so. Many times we are strong in our own 
conceit, and the Lord tells us to go ahead. He tells us, if you think you can get along without Me so well, 
go ahead, and He lets us go until we get so tangled up in the mire of sin, that we realize that we cannot 
get along without God, and we lose all our conceit.  

There are times when we seek temptation, and we are admonished until we get indifferent. And 
then we get so that we cannot pass a movie, or a theater, or a dance hall anymore. I am talking on the 
supposition that you have grace in your hearts. You can see it on some of our young people. They want 
to go to the movies, and the Lord says, go. And they do go. And there are instances when they are so led 
into temptation that I would not dare tell it from the pulpit. There are young people of our own 
congregation, that are so led into temptation, that if I would reveal them, they would go to jail. There 
are young men of our congregation who run road houses, and sell liquor, and sell girls. The Lord 
sometimes leads us into temptation and lets us taste the bitterness of sin. God leads us into temptation, 
but He does so to cure us of our conceit, to cure us of the desire for sin. The purpose is not to lead us in 
the trap, but with the temptation, God sends deliverance. And having been delivered, the child of God 
prays the more fervently: lead me not into temptation. Grant that I may never have to be led into 
temptation, but deliver me from evil. 
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3. A Confession of Longing for Deliverance from Evil 

And so there is in this sixth petition the confession that we long to be delivered from evil. It makes 
no difference whether you read with the Dutch translation, “deliver me from the evil one,” or whether 
you read with the English translation, “deliver me from evil.” He that prays this petition expresses that it 
is his longing to be delivered from evil, whether he takes the Dutch version, “verlos my van do booze,” or 
whether he takes the English version, “deliver me from evil.” You cannot be delivered from evil, until you 
are delivered from the evil one, and you will not be delivered from the evil one, until you are delivered 
from evil.  

And so the Christian prays: “lead me not into temptation, but deliver me from evil.” As he prays that 
he may be delivered from the guilt of sin, so he prays that he may be delivered from the corruption of 
sin. And he says: “I long to be delivered from evil, so that there may be no more corruption in me, and I 
may no more be under the influence of the evil one. And I long to be holy, even as thou art holy.”  

Thus this prayer includes, in the first place, an abhorrence of sin. In the second place, a desire to be 
pleasing to God. In the third place, a consciousness of our own weakness. In the fourth place, a 
confession that we are kept by the power of God.  

And now, how is it with us? Are we able to pray, “lead me not into temptation, but deliver me from 
evil,” one hundred percent? Or am I after all a hypocrite when I pray it? And will we not, when we pray, 
“lead me not into temptation,” say, “yes,” but I will look for temptation when I get up from my knees? 
And when I pray with my lips, “deliver me from evil,” will I not, with a certain sin which I do not wish to 
let go, say in my heart, don’t do it Lord, don’t deliver me from that one sin? Is there no lie in our right 
hand when we pray this petition? Is there the abhorrence of sin which there should be? Is there that 
strong desire to be pleasing to the Lord that enables us to pass by the crossroads and byways? Is it 
there?  

Oh, I know, that with us all, this last petition, as well as the first, brings us to our knees with the 
confession that we have but a small beginning of the true obedience, also with regard to this petition. 
And we must pray, “Lord teach me sincerely to pray: lead me not into temptation, but deliver me from 
evil.” 


