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Lord’s Day 7 

WHO ARE SAVED?  

 

Q.20 Are all men, as they perished in Adam, saved by Christ?  

A. No; only those who are engrafted into him, and receive all his benefits, by a true faith. 

Q.21. What is a true faith?  

A. True faith is not only a certain knowledge, whereby I hold for truth all that God has 
revealed to us in his word, but also an assured confidence, which the Holy Ghost works by the 
gospel, in our heart; that not only to others, but to me also, remission of sin, everlasting 
righteousness and salvation, are freely given by God, merely of grace, only for the sake of 
Christ's merits. 

Q.22. What is then necessary for a Christian to believe?  

A. All things promised us in the gospel, which the articles of our catholic undoubted 
Christian faith briefly teach us.  

Q.23. What are these articles?  

A. believe in God the Father, Almighty, etc.  

 

The question concerning saving faith is of great importance for the understanding of what saving 
faith is in distinction from many counterfeit conceptions of faith. It is important because from a 
subjective point of view to possess or not to possess saving faith is exactly the difference between the 
Christian and the world; we must know what saving faith is.  

The catechism approaches faith from the point of view of this question, "Are all men then, as they 
perished in Adam, saved by Christ?” Are all men saved, is the doctrinal question with which this seventh 
Lord's Day approaches us.  

In fact all men are lost; all men are in themselves corrupt, sinful, dead in sin and misery, wholly 
incapable of doing any good and inclined to all evil. Now then, as all are lost in Adam, are all also saved 
by Christ? Salvation, so we found, is to be made a partaker of the wisdom, righteousness, sanctification 
and redemption which is in Christ; and therefore the catechism asks the question, “Are all men then, as 
they perished in Adam, saved by Christ?”  

Some are bold enough to answer this question in the affirmative; they say God is love, and so He 
will save all. Yet not many are bold enough to maintain that all men are saved. Scripture and all 
experience testify too loudly against such a conception. Scripture teaches plainly that many are lost. 
And, if all men are not saved, the next question, the question of salvation, assumes a practical nature.  

We are studying our catechism from the practical point of view; and in harmony with this we must 
also ask the question, who are saved? That is a practical question. The question, are all men saved by 
Christ, is a doctrinal question; but the question, who are saved, is a practical question. And also to the 
question, who is saved, the Church has given but one answer, namely, only those who believe in Christ. 
And, as long as you do not specify that answer, you meet with no difficulty. As long as you answer the 
question in that general way, and say that all that believe in Christ are saved, all seem to agree, and the 
Church seems to as well. But if you ask that other question, if you ask who are the recipients of that 
faith, and if you ask how must we obtain that faith, and who obtain it, then difficulty arises; then the 
great majority answer, those who are willing receive faith; it is ultimately a question of man's will. 
Whether you profess that man has the power to accept the gospel, or whether you profess that does 
not have that power but must receive faith from God, he must in either case show his willingness to 
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accept faith, it makes no difference. In both cases it depends on the will of man.  

However, against both these conceptions Scripture answers that such is not true, faith is a gift of 
God. And it is a gift that God bestows not upon him who wills, but upon whom He wills; for God is 
merciful to whom He will be merciful, and will have compassion on whom He will have compassion. The 
question of who is to be saved does not depend on man but on God.  

And finally, the question must also be asked, are we saved, are you saved, am I saved? That is 
putting the question in its most practical form. In other words, are we partakers of that faith? Or, do we 
believe in Christ, is the same as to ask, are we of the elect? Or else, if we do split the question into two, 
the one question is, is that faith in us? And the other question is, are we in the faith? That is something 
else. 

From that point of view we must look at the question, who is saved? And to find the answer to that 
question we must ask in the first place, what faith is; in the second place, how this faith operates; and in 
the third place, how we may know that we are partakers of it. 

 

Theme: WHO ARE SAVED?  

I. What is Faith?  

II. How does it Operate?  

III. How We Know We Are Partakers of It? 

I. What is Faith? 

Faith is not a natural something, but a spiritual something. It is not an intellectual something, but 
something of the heart. Faith is the spiritual power by which we stand in living union with Christ. Faith is 
not that union itself. That union is a union of love; and faith is rooted in love. Faith is not that union; 
faith is the spiritual means by which that love which unites us with Christ works. That is why the 
catechism says in answer to the question, who are saved, is, only those are saved who are engrafted 
into Christ and receive all his benefits by a true faith.  

There is a figure in this answer, a figure taken from nature. It is the figure of the grafting in of a 
branch from one tree into the trunk of another tree; and the meaning is that this branch must come into 
a living union with the tree into which it is grafted. And so the Christian must come into a living union 
with Christ.  

Scripture uses many figures to express that union with Christ. It uses the figure of the olive tree. It 
uses the figure of the vine and its branches. It uses the figure of the body and its members. So scripture 
uses many figures to express the idea of the living union which exists between the Christian and Christ. 
The Christian must come into a living union with Christ; and the means by which this union is affected is 
faith.  

The difference between a believer and an unbeliever has been likened to the difference between a 
stone and a sponge. That is not a good illustration; for after all the sponge does not draw the water into 
itself, but the water soaks into the sponge. A better illustration therefore is that of a dead stick and a 
living tree. If you put a pole in the ground, it rots; and, the richer you make the soil in which you place it, 
the faster it will rot away. But if you place a living tree in the soil, that living tree will draw from the soil 
all it needs to flourish and grow. That is the difference between a believer and an unbeliever.  

Faith is the spiritual power by which the Christian clings to Christ and draws out of him all that is 
necessary for salvation. The natural man laughs at that answer. There is in the heart of the natural man 
something that opposes Christ; he is at enmity with Christ and hates him. But, if God works faith in him, 
that soul is changed so that it goes out to Christ and draws out of him all the blessings of salvation. And 
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that is necessary; for without faith we cannot be saved.  

Salvation is not merely the difference of going to heaven or hell; that is the cheap conception of 
salvation today. Salvation has become a mere external matter of going to heaven; but that is not the 
scriptural conception. Heaven belongs to the outward condition that fits them that are saved. Salvation 
is deliverance from our greatest misery and being made partakers of the highest good. Our greatest 
misery is sin and death; and surely, if we are not redeemed from this sin and death, the outward 
condition that fits us is hell. And our highest good is God. Heaven is heaven because God is there and we 
have fellowship with him there. In order to have fellowship with God we must be delivered from our 
misery; we must be delivered from our sin, and death, and corruption, and unrighteousness. And we 
must be filled with new things, with righteousness, holiness, life. That is salvation.  

Such salvation is in Christ. We have said that Christ was made unto us wisdom, righteousness, 
sanctification, and redemption. Such wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption are in 
Christ; He is the reservoir of all that we need for salvation. We can say that the great fountain is the 
triune God. This fountain overflows into Christ who becomes the reservoir; and we draw these blessings 
out of him by faith. Faith is the power by which the soul clings to Christ and draws out of him all the 
blessings of salvation.  

For that reason we must not be led astray by expressions often used, also in Reformed circles. It is 
often said that we are saved on condition of faith. That is not so. When the scripture says: believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved, the meaning is not that you will be saved on condition of that 
faith. The meaning is not that you will be saved because of your faith. Even as, when you say to a thirsty 
man, "Go to that fountain of water and your thirst will be quenched,” that fountain is not the condition 
for quenching that man's thirst. Rather, that fountain becomes the means by which his thirst is 
quenched.  

Faith is not a condition. Faith is unconditional. Faith is a gift of God. Faith is not the ground of 
salvation. We are not saved on condition of faith. Faith is God's means which He gives to us and by 
which He engrafts the elect into Christ. Faith is simply the means by which we are brought into contact 
with Christ. It is not our means; it is God's means; and it is a means which we receive principally in the 
moment of regeneration.  

Faith is as necessary to salvation as regeneration; without faith there is no salvation. That faith is as 
necessary for the child of one year as it is for one who has come to years of discretion. A child of one 
year is saved only by faith; and it lives from faith and draws out of Christ the blessings of salvation 
whether it be conscious of it or not. I do not only emphasize that a man cannot see the Kingdom of God 
without regeneration; but I emphasize equally as much that there is no salvation without faith. Whether 
it be a child of one year, or one who is able to confess the Lord Jesus consciously, there is no salvation 
without faith. And therefore the conclusion is, faith is the power which God gives in the moment of 
regeneration by which we cling to Christ and draw out of him all that is necessary for salvation. 

II. How Does It Operate? 

That is why faith operates in a twofold way.  

If you ask the catechism, how do you analyze that faith? It answers in the first place that faith is 
certain knowledge. One aspect of faith is that it is certain knowledge. That has to do with the mind; 
knowledge is a matter of the mind. But you must be careful. When the catechism speaks of faith as 
certain knowledge, it does not refer to the natural mind but to the sanctified mind. It is not certain book 
knowledge; it is a spiritual knowledge. There is only one that can teach you this knowledge, and that is 
the Holy Spirit. It is knowledge of love. The world also knows that it is sinful; but faith is the knowledge 
by which we know that we are sinners and are sorry that we are.  
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In the second place faith is the knowledge by which we know Jesus, not merely historically, the 
world can do that too, but faith is the knowledge by which we know Jesus as the fullness of our 
salvation. When the catechism speaks of the knowledge of faith, that is not theology; it is a spiritual 
knowledge. When God works a change in our hearts, there comes a different knowledge of Christ; we 
see him differently than we did before. When the Lord changes the mind, we see things in a different 
light.  

And, if you ask the catechism what the object of that knowledge is, it answers, all the word of God. 
The whole word of God is the object of the knowledge of faith, so that, if you bring the mind of faith in 
contact with the word it absorbs that word, it takes it all in. Faith draws to itself all that is in the word. 
That is characteristic of faith.  

It is not that the believer says, "I believe the word, I believe that Christ came in the flesh and was 
crucified, and died, and arose, and ascended into heaven.” That is not absorbing the word; it is theology. 
Anyone may know that. We may know about Christ; we may know about Christ in the same sense we 
know about George Washington. The mind of faith does not only know about Christ, it knows Him. 

In the second place, faith sees in Christ the fullness of salvation, so that the spiritual mind begins to 
hunger and thirst for Him and His righteousness. The mind of faith needs to come into contact with 
Christ; Christ is in the word. We do not see Christ; we can only come into contact with Him in the word.  

That is the one aspect of faith; and the other aspect is a hearty confidence. It is not enough to have 
knowledge, even though it be spiritual knowledge of Christ; the other aspect of faith is confidence.  

What is confidence? Confidence is in the first place the knowledge that I am loved. If I know a 
certain party loves me, I trust him. I cannot trust anyone unless I know he loves me. That is why as soon 
as the brotherly love disappears mistrust comes in its place. Confidence is in the first place, the 
knowledge that the one in whom I confide loves me.  

In the second place, confidence is the knowledge that the party that loves me is able to do me 
good. Applying this to faith, confidence is that power of faith by which we know that God loves us. This 
is important; it is more important to know that God loves us than that we love God. Our love is not the 
root of the love of God, but the love of God is the root of our love.  

And in the third place, confidence is the knowledge that God who loves me, and whose love I have 
tasted in my heart, is able and willing to do me good. Therefore I trust him, I rely on him. The operation 
of confidence is this, that by all my knowledge of sin and by all my knowledge of the preciousness of 
Christ, I know that He saves me and I trust him. That is the operation of faith. 

III. How We Know that We are Partakers of It 

Do we have it?  

How do I find out that I am saved? How do I know? Certainly this is an extremely significant, a 
highly practical question. It is only the fool who never asks this question.  

Do I find out by pointing to some sudden, vivid conversion experience? If that is the way, there are 
few that find it. It is not God's general way of working. And not only so, but that way is not even to be 
desired. A sudden conversion presupposes a way of sin: it presupposes that a child of the covenant has 
for a time walked in a way of sin until God suddenly called him back from that way. This does happen 
sometimes in the Church; but not very often. It sometimes happens that a child of the covenant walks in 
iniquity and the Lord calls him back. The Lord doesn’t often call one back who has drifted away from the 
Church. Sudden conversions such as that are exceptions.  

Do we find this out then by some sort of vision? Must we have a subjective experience? That is a 
dangerous business, for the simple reason that such experience may actually come under the influence 
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of the devil, and may be more deceit than reality.  

God’s usual way of bringing one to faith is when a covenant child grows like a small twig does from 
a branch. As a rule faith is implanted into the soul of the covenant youth at an early age, and is brought 
into contact with Christ in the home, in the school, in the Church, and in the catechism class. Gradually 
such a soul strikes its roots into Christ and draws from him all the fullness of salvation. That is the 
general way in which God works.  

But even if we can point to such a sudden conversion, that cannot be the basis for the assurance of 
our faith. We cannot base the assurance of our faith on some experience of the past. It must be a matter 
of daily experience.  

No, the question is not how we are saved, but are we saved? That is the question. And the answer 
to that question depends on this other question, do I have saving faith?  

And to find out if we have saving faith we must ask, is there in us knowledge of sin and corruption? 
Not as philosophy, but as reality. Are we sorry for our sins? Not sorry for this or that sin, not sorry for 
the consequences of sin, not even sorry because it leads us to hell. Is there in our hearts sorrow for sin 
regardless of consequences? Do we hate sin? Do we assume the same attitude over against our sin that 
we know the Lord does? Do we sign our own condemnation because of our sin? Do we abhor ourselves 
into hell because of it? Is it our desire to be rid of it? Do we long for sanctification and holiness?  

Salvation is not simply a question of going to heaven; it is a desire to be rid of sin. Principally it is 
the desire to be pleasing to God. And knowing your sin and having a desire to be rid of it, do you get on 
your knees? Do you go to him and draw out of him all the fullness of salvation? Do we have faith? Is that 
faith in us? Are we in the faith?  

Some say they do not want it. They choose the corruption of sin and of the world rather than the 
righteousness of Christ.  

But you say you don't know? Just remember, there is a big difference between a dead stick and a 
living tree, between the natural man and the smallest believer. One is a child of darkness, and the other 
a child of light. Where do you stand? 

And there is still another question. If the faith is in us, are we in the faith? That is also a practical 
question. Faith may be in us but we are not in faith; that is very well possible. And then we walk in 
darkness as far as the consciousness of our faith is concerned. That is often the case.  

And if that is the case, what is the trouble? In general you say that it is due to your sinful nature. 
That is true. But we must not leave it in that general way; you must ask, what is the particular trouble? Is 
there lack of prayer? Faith lives in prayer. Is there a lack of searching the word of God? Faith wants the 
word of God. Is there some secret sin? If there is, faith cannot flourish. Is there something wrong 
between you and the brethren? Is there separation, jealousy, hatred? Then you cannot expect your faith 
to flourish. The way must be clear if your faith is to flourish. And therefore, if there are such things, they 
must be removed before you can say, not only, I am a Christian, but in faith I eat and drink Christ and 
draw out of him all the blessings of salvation. And I enjoy the fellowship of his grace.  


