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Lords Day 9  

Believing in God the Father, in this Valley of Tears. 

Rev. Herman Hoeksema 

 

Q.26. What believest thou when thou sayest, "I believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker 
of heaven and earth?" 

A. That the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ (who of nothing made heaven and 
earth, with all that is in them; who likewise upholds and governs the same by his eternal 
counsel and providence) is for the sake of the Christ his Son, my God and my Father; on 
whom I rely so entirely, that I have no doubt, but he will provide me with all things 
necessary for soul and body: and further, that he will make whatever evils he sends 
upon me, in the valley of tears turn out to my advantage; for he is able to do it, being 
Almighty God, and willing, being a faithful Father. 
 

Introduction 

“I believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,” is the first article of the 
confession which belongs to the Church militant in the most general sense of the word.  

And to say “I believe in God” is the most fundamental element of our Christian faith. The Christian 
does not say that he believes in a god; he believes in GOD. He believes in God as God has revealed 
Himself. He does not simply believe that God is; the devil believes that too. But the Christian believes IN 
God. In God he puts all his trust and confidence.  

For that reason the question, “who is your God?” is the most fundamental question you can ask. 
The chief question is not, who is Christ? Much less, who are you? But the chief question is, who is God? 
And the Christian must be able, lest he fall back into heathendom, to give an answer to that question.  

Our God is one God; in distinction from all the heathen believe. God is one, not many. And because 
God is one, we can turn to Him with all our life. The heathen must turn with fear to one god, and with 
his sorrows to another god, etc. And if it happens that these gods are at war with each other, there can 
only be doubt and despair. The Christian believes that God is one God; and to that one God he turns 
with his whole life.  

But that one God is also three. The Christian's God is not a cold god, dwelling in some far off place. 
He is a God who can have communion with him. The Father, through the Son, and in the Spirit dwells 
with Him.  

Now in this ninth Lord's Day the question is asked, What believest thou, when thou sayest, “I 
believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth?” And in this wonderful ninth Lord's 
Day, the instructor in our catechism piles up, unites, the most stupendous truths into one sentence, and 
pictures an entire life and world view. The instructor speaks of the relation of the Father to the Son, of 
the work of God in creation, of the work of God in providence, of His work in redemption by which He 
becomes my God and my Father. Of the most stupendous truths this ninth Lord's Day makes mention; 
and it unites them into one sentence. And the Christian, speaking in this Lord's Day, expresses that this 
God is His God and Father.  

And yet, on the other hand it is equally true, that while this ninth Lord's Day deals with the most 
stupendous truths, it is also intensely practical. For the instructor places his disciples in the midst of this 
valley of tears. And it does not simply ask, what meanest thou in the doctrinal, abstract sense when thou 
sayest, “I believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth?” But very pointedly it asks, 
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“What believest thou when thou sayest, “I believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth?” Still more. The catechism becomes personal and says, “What believest thou when thou sayest, I 
believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth?” And the Christian answers, “When I 
say, I believe in God the Father, I mean that that God is my God and Father, on whom I so rely that I 
have no doubt but that He will provide me with all things necessary for soul and body, in this valley of 
tears.” 

 
 Theme: Believing in God the Father, in this Valley of Tears.  

I. The Power of an inspiring hope. 

II. The Power of a Calm Assurance. 

III. The Power of a High Calling.  

I. The Power of an Inspiring Hope 

Once more let us take our standpoint where the catechism wants to place us. Let us not hesitate to 
regard this world, the world as we see it, as we touch it, as we come in contact with it, a vale of tears. 
This world as it lies between creation and the consummation of all things — let us not hesitate to say it 
— this world is a vale of tears. Fools may say it is a good world to live in, and we are to make it still 
better; but the fact is that all men are walking through a valley of tears.  

In the first place, this world is a valley. You can't see far. I am now speaking of this world aside from 
any other light. There may be many hidden things, but you cannot see them because you are hemmed in 
on both sides by mountains. This world is a valley. The entrance into this valley lies at birth; and the end 
of it is in death.  

It is a valley; and it is a valley of tears. It is all the time, and unchangeably, a valley of tears. There is 
suffering, misery, anxiety, enmity, hatred, sin, corruption, and the inevitable death. And in that valley 
this inevitable death reigns. Now there are men walking through this valley of tears, who have their face 
upward and seem to see other things. There is Enoch, Noah, Abraham, etc.; they are all walking through 
this valley of tears, and they are pointing forward. And there is an innumerable host following them. 
They walk through the valley of tears; and, as they walk, they point forward. And pointing forward they 
say to them that are in the valley, “Seek the things that are above.”  

Now the catechism says, (and that is the point in this ninth Lord's Day), “When I say, ‘I believe in 
God the Father,’ I mean to give a reason why I look up. There is an inspiring hope. The fundamental 
reason why I look up is that the God and Father of all things is my God and Father. That faith is the 
power of an inspiring hope.  

Why is it? What do I mean when I say, “I believe in God the Father?” What do I mean doctrinally 
when I say, “I believe in God the Father?”  

I mean, in the first place, that God is in and of Himself — regardless of any relation to any creature 
outside of Himself — Father. He is not Father because we exist. He is not Father because the world 
exists. He did not become Father when He created the world. He does not become Father when He 
redeems the world. He is Father in and of Himself. And He is Father because He is not a dead God, 
because He is not a static God. He is Father because He is a living God.  

And He is a living God because He is a triune God. And that He is a triune God means, in the first 
place, that He is the Father of the Son in the Spirit, which means that there is an eternal, perfect action 
in God whereby He generates the Son, who is the perfect image, the perfect revelation of God. That is 
scripture. The Son is the perfect revelation, the perfect picture of God. And it implies that God knows 
and sees Himself in the Son. That is his revelation. God knows Himself in the Son. He loves Himself in the 
Son. There is no other love, but the love of God through the Son. If that love of God is to reach us, it 
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must be through the Son. God bestows all His love on the Son. And He bestows His love on us through 
the Son. That is why there can be no common love. That first of all.  

God is Father also in and of Himself aside from any relation to the creature. God did not become 
Father when He created the world. There was no need in God's being to create. There are some who 
believe this to be the case. We must eat and drink and sleep, etc., in order to live; and so, some would 
say, God needed creation to live. No, says the Christian, God is the Father of Christ; and therefore He is 
all-sufficient in Himself. The Father eternally generates the Son; and the Son is the manifestation of His 
divine glory. God sees Himself in His Son; and He did not need the world to know Himself. He knew 
Himself from eternity in the Son. God does not become Father, but He is Father.  

The catechism expresses this, when it says: that the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ is, for 
the sake of Christ His Son, my God and my Father, in the second place. When I say that I believe in God 
the Father, I mean that God is the eternal Father of His counsel. God's counsel is not a blue print; God's 
counsel is the eternal thoughts of God. He was never without His counsel. God's counsel, His will, is 
eternal; that is, it is as old as God is Himself. What God willed in His counsel, He has always willed. What 
He conceived of in His counsel, He has always conceived of. God does not sit down at a certain time with 
pencil and paper, and draw up His plan, as it is often conceived of. God never was without the things 
that He forms in time. He has had them with Him from eternity in His divine mind. And the contents of 
that counsel in this, God sees Himself in His Son.  

And there was a desire in the heart of God (we can only speak of God in human language) to glorify 
His Son. And it was His desire to glorify the Son because in glorifying the Son He glorifies Himself. There 
was in God the desire to show the eternal greatness of His Son. That desire controlled His entire counsel. 
God conceived of a world in which all things should be a manifestation of the glory of His Son, which is 
the glory of God Himself. Christ the center of all things, that is God's counsel.  

It is not as though God saw the world He made fall to pieces, and is anxious to save some out of this 
fallen world by being concerned about their salvation. God is never concerned about anything. God 
glorifies Himself in His Son. That is brought out in Colossians 1.  

In the third place, it means that God executes His counsel. We don't execute that counsel. We do 
not have to be concerned about God's counsel. We did not create it. And we do not execute that 
counsel. God executes it; and the way in which He executes it is in an absolute free and sovereign way. 
God does not make the execution of His counsel dependent on anything else. That in the third place.  

God is the eternal Father of His Son; He is the eternal Father of His counsel; and He is the Father 
with a view to the execution of that counsel; and in all three He is Father in that same free, sovereign 
way. He created all things. That is the beginning of the execution of His counsel. That God created, 
means that God by an almighty act of His will calls the things that are not as though they were. Creation 
is the result of the free, sovereign will of God.  

It is not the outflow of God's being. Some say that as a tree develops out of an acorn, so the world 
developed out of God. But if the world developed out of God's being, then it is not a product of His will. 
Then what the devil said in paradise, “thou shalt be as God,” is true. What you have is pantheism.  

No, the Christian says, I believe in God who created all by His free, sovereign will. God made the 
world. That means that He had in Himself the free, sovereign will to create the world. Things are there 
only for one reason; and that one reason is the sovereign will of God. There is no other reason why 
things are. Take away God's counsel, and you take away the very foundation of the Christian's faith. 
Creation is the result of an almighty act of God's will by which He calls the things that are not as though 
they were.  

Nor is it correct to say that in creating God made something out of nothing. To create is to call the 
things that are not as though they were. They were in God's mind. They existed eternally as thoughts in 
the divine mind. But the realization of these thoughts took place when God began to express them. God 
calls the things that are not as though they were. And therefore we do not believe in evolution. There is 
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no crazier thing than the theory of evolution. We ought to be ashamed to say that we believe in so crazy 
a thing as evolution. Not only must not the Christian believe in it, but the world ought to be ashamed of 
it too. And we say, “Evolution, no; I believe in God the Father, Creator of all things.”  

And mind you, that God created means that He was not limited by anything. God does not make 
things in the sense that we make things. We take materials, and from these materials we make, we form 
things. But God did not have materials and then shape them into things. God is not limited in creating. 
We are. We are limited by everything. We cannot make a coat from a button. We cannot build a house 
from dough. We are limited; but God is not. He is not dependent on anything. God has His will; and 
when He names something, it comes to be. We must see a thing before we can name it; but God names 
it before it is there. The creature is the result of His naming it; and it becomes in a moment.  

In turn, when it is said that the days of creation were periods —of how long we don't know— that is 
pure evolution. If the creation days were periods of, say, ten thousand years, I ask you, when was Adam 
created? Was it at the beginning of the sixth period, or during it? If at the beginning, then Adam must 
have been ten thousand years old by time the creation was finished. If it was during this period, there 
must have been evolution, Adam developed from something. And the question arises, from what did he 
develop? Inevitably that view leads us back to the monkey. The six days of Genesis are six days, limited 
by evening and morning.  

With regard to the creature God created, I wish to call your attention to a few things. God gave 
being to every material, to the birds, the beasts, the sun, moon, and stars, etc. And not only did He gave 
being to every creature, He also gave it to their various relations. He gave being to the relation between 
our the eye and light, to the relation between our ear and sound, etc.  

In the second place, the various names God created, culminated in one name, which is usually 
expressed by the word cosmos. Creation is one. Creation was the beginning of the execution of God's 
counsel, that almighty act of God's will whereby He called the things that are not as though they were. 
In creating God was absolutely sovereign; And as He was sovereign in the beginning, so He continues to 
be sovereign in the further execution of His counsel. He is sovereign also in His providence. You must 
understand that when God made an end of creating, His work was not finished. It was finished in as far 
as the fullness of the name of creation was concerned, but not in as far as the fullness of its 
development. The whole development of this world is controlled by God's providence. That principle we 
must emphasize.  

You cannot explain the development of sin and suffering from the being of God. All things are there 
by the will of God, also the devil. The devil is not there accidentally. He is there by the will of God. God, 
by His will made all things and rules all things.  

I believe in God the Father, the Almighty maker of heaven and earth. Do you? Not that He is. 
Everybody believes that. Do you believe, not in a god, but in God? And as God is sovereign in creating, 
and as He is sovereign in providence, so He is also sovereign in redemption; for, it is God's purpose that 
in His Son all fullness should dwell. That is Colossians 1. Now then, I believe that that God is for the sake 
of Christ His Son, my God and my Father. And that He has ordained my place in the glory of His Son. In 
other words: I believe that God, the creator of all things, is my God and my Father, and that with the 
purpose of glorifying His Son, He gave me a place in this world, and this world is a means to an end, the 
kingdom of His Son. That is the power of an inspiring hope. 

II. The Power of a Calm Assurance  

And as it is the power of an inspiring hope, so it is the power of a calm assurance, and of a high 
calling. It is the power of a calm assurance. It is the power of a calm assurance that the present, and all 
that takes place in the present, must be conducive to lead me to that which lies beyond the mountains, 
the city of God — and I will receive from the Father all things necessary for soul and body to bring me 
there.  



 43 

How far are we from that calm assurance? To say that God will give us all things necessary does not 
mean that we will have work tomorrow, or that we will never suffer adversity. It means that I know that 
whatever I receive from the Lord is necessary for me. I do not dictate to the Lord. No, I know that He will 
give me what is necessary for me. And, if it be sorrow or sickness or death, I know that it is necessary for 
my salvation. I do not criticize the Lord. I do not dictate to Him; but I confess this. No matter what evil 
my come upon me: and there is no evil, which the Lord does not send. The catechism does not say, the 
evil which comes upon me, but which He sends upon me.  

The devil is also for the glorification of the Son. It is God's devil. And therefore I confess that, no 
matter what evil may come upon me, I know that that God is my God and Father. And therefore I have a 
good confidence with regard to all things. The catechism expresses it so beautifully when it says: “on 
whom I rely so entirely, that I have no doubt, but He will provide me with all things necessary for soul 
and body:” and further, “that He will make whatever evils He sends upon me, turn out to my 
advantage.”  

III. The Power of a high calling. 

That is the power of a high calling.  
It is the power of a high calling, in the first place, to believe. It is our high calling simply to believe. 

And to believe does not mean that you ask what you can do for God. You cannot give anything to God, 
or do anything for Him. You cannot do anything for God, but God does something through you. And 
when God does something through me, that makes me blessed, and I get on my knees in humiliation. 
We do not do something for God, but God makes us something through His grace. To say that you do 
something for God is a denial of God. You cannot do anything for God. God does things for you.  

You can do things for each other. You can give a hungry man a piece of bread; but you cannot give 
God a piece of bread. He is never hungry. You can help one another. But you cannot help God. God can 
do His work Himself. And it is ungodly to say that we will do something for God. But we must believe. 
We receive everything from God. We receive all the time. But we must believe in God the Father, maker 
of heaven and earth, who is my God, and my Father. In the second place it is the power of a high calling 
to glorify God. The faith that expresses itself in the first article of the Apostolic confession can never be 
anything else but a power to glorify God. Faith always glorifies God.  

In the third place, it is the power of a high calling to seek the things above. This faith is the power 
that seeks the things above. What of the present? What of sorrows, and afflictions, and adversities? 
Walking in this valley of tears, having our faces turned upward, we seek the things above in the faith 
that the Creator of all things is for Christ's sake our God and Father, and will provide us with all things 
necessary for our salvation.  

 


