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INTRODUCTION 
• Why study “Essentials of Reformed Doctrine”? 

1. Because doctrine is important! 

• This is denied by many. 

o Are not interested in doctrine – They say: “Doctrine is only for theologians 

– for ministers and seminary professors!” 

o Don’t want doctrine in preaching – They say: “Be more practical in your 

preaching!  Deal with current issues!” 

o Reject doctrine because they claim that doctrine divides – They say: “We 

must be tolerant of other people’s beliefs!” 
 

• The Bible clearly teaches that Doctrine is important: 

o Hosea 4:6 

o John 17:3 

o II Peter 3:18 

o Ephesians 2:20-22 

o II Timothy 3:16-17 



INTRODUCTION 
• Hosea 4:6 – “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou 

hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to 
me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy 
children.” 
 

• John 17:3 – “And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.” 
 

• II Peter 3:18 – “But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ.” 
 

• Ephesians 2:20-22 – “And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;  In whom all the 
building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord:  In 
whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.”  
[Doctrine is the foundation of the church.] 
 

• II Timothy 3:16-17 – “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto 
all good works.”  [Doctrine is practical.] 



INTRODUCTION 
• Why study “Essentials of Reformed Doctrine”? 

1. Because doctrine is important 

2. Because Reformed doctrine is important! -- (Note: Reformed = Biblical!) 

• Absolute sovereignty of God 

o in His eternal Will 

o in His Providence 

o in Salvation (man’s works do not earn salvation, but are a fruit of salvation) 

• 5 “solas” of the Reformation 

o Scripture alone 

o Grace alone 

o Faith alone 

o Christ alone 

o Glory to God alone 

• 5 points of Calvinism (TULIP) 

o Total Depravity 

o Unconditional Election 

o Limited Atonement 

o Irresistible Grace 

o Preservation of the Saints 



INTRODUCTION 
• Why study “Essentials of Reformed Doctrine”? 

1. Because doctrine is important 

2. Because Reformed doctrine is important 

3. Because doctrine must be used by us 

1. Reformed in doctrine leads to …. 

o Reformed in worship 

o Reformed in church government 

o Reformed in our lives 

2. Not enough simply to know the truth.  Must also love the truth, believe the 

truth, confess the truth (witness), and live the truth. 

o Someone may know it all, but that does not mean he is saved. 

o If someone knows it but does not also love it, live it, etc., then a greater 

judgment (Matthew 11:21-24 – “But I say unto you, It shall be more 

tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of judgment, than for you.  And 

thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shalt be brought down 
to hell: for if the mighty works, which have been done in thee, had been 
done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day.  But I say unto you, 
That it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of 

judgment, than for thee”). 



INTRODUCTION 
• What will we study in “Essentials of Reformed Doctrine”? 

o A Systematic Treatment of Doctrine 

• Bible is not like a textbook.  The Bible is not a “Reformed Dogmatics” book. 

• “Essentials” helps us to study all the doctrines of the Bible. 

• We are able to study all the doctrines in a systematic (organized, logical) way. 

• [Note: “Essentials” booklet closely parallels the “Belgic Confession of Faith.”] 

 

o The Six Loci of Reformed Doctrine 

• Theology – (re God) 

• Anthropology – (re man) 

• Christology – (re Christ) 

• Soteriology – (re salvation) 

• Ecclesiology – (re church) 

• Eschatology – (re last things) 

 

o The one thing we study in all doctrine is to know God through Jesus Christ, which is 

necessary for salvation (John 17:3). 



INTRODUCTION 

• Class Format 

o One lesson each week (usually). 

• First Part -- Explanation of the Doctrine/Truth. 

• Second Part – Go through the “Extra work.” 

 

o Opportunity for questions each week. 

 

o In preparation for class, do Extra Work ahead of time: 

• Note concerning the Extra Work (from Preface): “The goal 

of the extra work is to encourage [you] to become 

acquainted with Scripture, our creeds, and some of our 

Protestant Reformed literature.” 


