
LESSON #10 
 

MAN IN THE STATE OF 

ORIGINAL RIGHTEOUSNESS 
 

[Anthropology] 



Reformed Doctrine 

•Theology 

•Anthropology 

•Christology 

•Soteriology 

•Ecclesiology 

•Eschatology 

Anthropology 

•Creation 

•Providence 

•Man As Created 

•Man After He Fell 



 Similar To Other Creatures: 
◦ Man was created from dust.  God made Him from the 

material He created (out of nothing) on the first day. 
 

◦ The Significance of this: 

 Man is an earthly creature.  John 3:31 – “… he that is of the 
earth is earthly, and speaketh of the earth …” 

 As an earthly creature, man is finite, will return to dust, etc. 
 

 Different From Other Creatures: 
◦ God spoke with Himself before making man – Gen. 1:26. 

◦ God “formed” man with His hands – Gen. 2:7, Ps. 139:14. 

◦ God “breathed into” man the breath of life – Gen. 2:7. 

◦ God made man “in His own image” – Gen. 1:27. 



1. Man is God’s crowning work, and the most 
important creature God made. 
 

2. Man is a spiritual being – He has both a body 
and a soul/spirit. 
 

3. Man stands in a unique relationship to God – 
different from all other creatures. 
 

4. Man reveals God in a unique way – because he 
was created in God’s image. 



1. In General: 
◦ Image = likeness.  Cp. children in image of parents. 
◦ Not a physical likeness, but a spiritual likeness. 
◦ God’s perfections/attributes were reflected in man. 
◦ The image = man’s original rectitude – he was perfect. 

 

2. Specifically (4 elements): 
1. He was able to bear the image of God (animals unable). 
2. He actually bore the image of God - (3 elements). 
3. The image of God was completely lost through man’s 

fall into sin. 
4. The image of God is restored (only in the elect) through 

salvation in Christ. 
 



• Colossians 3:10 – “And have put on the new man, which is renewed in 

knowledge after the image of him that created him.” 

• In their heads they knew God spiritually. 

True KNOWLEDGE 

• Ephesians 4:24 – “And that ye put on the new man, which after God is 

created in righteousness …” 

• With their hands they served God as commanded. 

True RIGHTEOUSNESS 

• Ephesians 4:24 – “And that ye put on the new man, which after God is 

created in … true holiness.” 

• With their hearts they loved God perfectly. 

True HOLINESS 



 A Covenant Relationship. 
◦ Can be and is referred to as the “covenant of creation.” 
◦ It was a covenant of grace – God’s undeserved favor. 
◦ It was characterized by friendship and fellowship. 
◦ Adam and Eve served God out of thankfulness. 
 

 Hosea 6:7 
◦ “But they like men [Adam] have transgressed the covenant: 

there have they dealt treacherously against me.”  
 

 Genesis 1:28-30 
◦ God talked with Adam and Eve. 

 

 Genesis 3:8 
◦ “And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the 

garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid 
themselves from the presence of the LORD God ….” 



 Covenant of Works Idea: 
◦ A Promise: God promised eternal life (ultimately in heaven). 
◦ A Condition: They must obey God perfectly. 
◦ A Threat: Penalty for disobedience was death. 

 

 Adam’s relationship was not a “Covenant of Works.”  
Our Criticisms: 

◦ The promise God gave for obedience was earthly life, not 
heavenly life.  I Cor. 15:50. 

◦ Man simply cannot fulfil conditions and merit anything with 
God.  Luke 17:10. 

◦ The “covenant of works” idea diminishes the saving work of 
Christ - Adam could do for all (in an easy way) what Christ 
could do only for some (in a much harder way). 

◦ The “covenant of works” Has serious consequences for the 
covenant of grace, which is modelled after it.  E.g., salvation 
is conditional & merited– conditions of faith & repentance. 



 Adam was KING over the creation. 
◦ God appointed Adam to represent Him.  Adam was God’s 

“officebearer” in this world. 
◦ In relation to the creation, Adam was king/lord.  Adam 

owned and ruled everything in God’s name. 
◦ He was required to use it and rule it in the service of God. 

 

 Genesis 1:28 
◦ “… and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and 

replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over 
the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over 
every living thing that moveth upon the earth.” 

 

 Significance for us: 
◦ We must use but not abuse the creation. 
◦ We must use & rule the creation for God’s sake, not our own. 



1. Adam was the FATHER of the human race. 
◦ Acts 17:26 – “And hath made of one blood all nations of 

men for to dwell on all the face of the earth …” 
◦ The whole human race came from Adam (and Eve). 
◦ Adam produced children in his image (spiritually, too). 

 

2. Adam was the HEAD of the human race. 
◦ Adam was our legal representative. 

 What he did, we did.  His actions directly affected us. 
 When he sinned, all whom he represented also sinned. 
 Compare to decisions/actions of a parent, president, etc. 

 

◦ Romans 5:12 – “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into 
the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all 
men, for that all have sinned.” 

 

 Now Christ is Representative Head – Rom. 5:18-19. 
 Who are the “all” and the “many” in these verses? 



 Q&A 9 – Adam had a “free will” before he sinned. 
 

 What is a “free will”? 
1. A “free will” is the freedom and ability to choose and do good. 

 It is not simply the ability to choose either good or evil. 
 Adam’s free will meant he “was able to serve God perfectly.” 

 

2. A “free will” is the opposite of a “bound will.”  A “bound will” 
means you are only able to do evil, only able to sin. 

 

 Adam was created with a free will.  Adam had the ability to do 
good.  But he could also sin. 
 

 Eccl. 7:29 – “Lo, this only have I found, that God hath made man 
upright; but they have sought out many inventions.” 
 

 Three Statements (Augustine of Hippo (354-430)): 
1. Before Fall into Sin:   “Able Not To Sin” 

2. After Fall into Sin: “Not Able Not To Sin” 
3. As Restored by Christ:  “Not Able To Sin” 



 Man was originally formed after the image of God.  
His understanding was adorned with a true and 
saving knowledge of his Creator, and of spiritual 
things; his heart and will were upright; all his 
affections pure; and the whole man was holy; 

 But revolting from God by the instigation of the 
devil, and abusing the freedom of his own will, he 
forfeited these excellent gifts; and on the contrary 
entailed on himself blindness of mind, horrible 
darkness, vanity and perverseness of judgment, 
became wicked, rebellious, and obdurate in heart 
and will, and impure in his affections. 



EXTRA WORK 

for 

LESSON #10 



1. A beautiful and rich garden.  Paradise.  A type of 
the new and perfect Paradise of heaven. 
 

2. No rain.  God watered the earth through a mist.  
Rain began at the time of the flood. 
 

3. Plenty food.  God provided abundance, without 
man having to work for it. 
 

4. Man lacked nothing.  They had all they needed, 
including blessed life of fellowship with God. 



 Two Special Trees in Eden: 
1. Tree of Life: “You may freely eat of it!”  Earthly life was 

sustained and perpetuated by this fruit. 
 

2. Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil: “You shall not eat 
of it.  In the day you do, you will surely die!” 

1. If obeyed, Adam would know good and love the good. 

2. If disobeyed, Adam would know evil and love the evil. 
 

3. The fruit of the tree of life was not magical.  Fruit of 
tree of knowledge of good and evil was not poisonous. 

 

 God’s Purpose with these Trees: 
1. He made clear He required obedience: “Obey ME!” 
2. He put the “antithesis” in their lives: “Say “NO” to 

temptation and sin, and say “YES” to Me/God!” 



1. Adam was king over the creation.  He had the 
authority to rule over and control it. 
 

2. Adam was given the right to subdue and use the 
creation – for food, shelter, pleasure, etc. 
 

3. Adam must do all this, not selfishly (for his own 
good, pleasure, etc.), but in the service of God. 



 Creation of Eve: 
1. Created second – Adam was created first. 
2. Created from Adam – from one of his ribs. 
3. Created to complement him – Adam needed her. 
4. Created to help him – a “help meet (suitable) for him”. 

 

 Significance: 
1. Adam was head: 1) created first, 2) Eve made from him. 
2. Eve fulfilled a need: a female, a companion, a help, etc. 
3. Marriage is between one man and one woman. 
4. The marriage relationship takes precedence over all 

other human relationships – verse 24. 
5. The marriage relationship is permanent – verse 24. 



 “In the midst of the street of it, and on either side 
of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare 
twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit 
every month: and the leaves of the tree were for 
the healing of the nations” (Rev. 22:2). 

 

 Meaning: 
1. The first paradise was a type of the final, perfect and 

eternal Paradise in heaven. 

2. The “tree of life” in heaven has spiritual significance: it 
signifies continual/perpetual/eternal life. 



 No! 
1. Adam could only have lived forever on earth. 

2. Because he was still earthly, still flesh and blood. 

 

 I Corinthians 15:50 – “Now this I say, brethren, that 
flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; 
neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.” 
 

 Note: one of the problems with the traditional 
“covenant of works” idea. 


