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WHO TEMPTED ADAM & EVE? 

• The TEMPTER was SATAN. 
– He was created as a good angel.  He was a chief angel. 
– He was proud, and led a rebellion against God in heaven. 
– He and his followers were cast out of heaven by God. 
– He came in the form of a serpent to tempt man – Genesis 3:1ff. 

 

• Scriptures: 
– Isaiah 14:12-15 – “How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, 

son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, 
which didst weaken the nations!  For thou hast said in thine 
heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the 
stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, 
in the sides of the north:  I will ascend above the heights of the 
clouds; I will be like the most High.  Yet thou shalt be brought 
down to hell, to the sides of the pit.” 

– Prov. 16:18, John 8:44, I Tim. 3:6, II Peter 2:4, I John 3:8, Jude 6. 

 



WHO IS SATAN?  WHAT IS HE LIKE? 

• John 8:44 – “Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your 
father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and 
abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When 
he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the 
father of it.” 
 

• II Peter 2:4 – “For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but 
cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of 
darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;” 
 

• I John 3:8 – “He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil 
sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was 
manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.” 
 

• Jude 6 – “And the angels which kept not their first estate, but 
left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains 
under darkness unto the judgment of the great day.” 



WHO WAS SATAN’S OBJECT? 

• The Devil’s ultimate object was GOD.  Was attacking God. 
 

• The Devil’s main object on earth was Adam. 
– Satan knew Adam was the father and the representative head 

of the human race. 

– Satan knew that by getting Adam to sin, the whole human race 
would fall into sin. 

 

• The Devil’s initial object on earth was Eve. 
– Considered it easier to get her to sin because God had given the 

commands to Adam as head (Gen. 2:15-17). 

– Considered it easier to get her to sin because she did not bear 
the responsibility as head. 

– Satan used Eve as an instrument to get Adam.  He got Eve on 
his side, then used her against Adam. 



WHAT WERE THE STAGES OF THE FALL? 

• Three stages to the fall of Eve: 
1. She listened to & spoke with Satan – Genesis 2:1-5. 

2. She lusted after the forbidden fruit – Genesis 2:6a. 

3. She ate the fruit & gave it to Adam – Genesis 2:6b. 
 

• Adam fell when he gave in to Eve tempting him 
and then also ate of the forbidden fruit. 
 

• Character of their Fall: 
– Did it voluntarily – were not forced, but willing. 

– Were proud – wanted to be like God (to be God). 

– Were rebellious – a sin of commission. 



WHAT WERE THE RESULTS OF THE FALL 
FOR  ADAM  &  EVE? 

• Note: What was the reason for these results? 
– Not because the fruit was poisonous, but God’s punishments. 
– Adam and Eve became guilty, and thus liable to punishment. 

 

1. Immediate Consequences (punishments): 
– Men working and eating in sorrow (Gen. 3:17-19). 
– Women bringing forth children in sorrow (Gen. 3:16). 
– Mankind cast out of the Garden of Eden (Gen. 3:23-24). 

 

2. Spiritual & Eternal Consequences (punishments): 
– Died Physically: now subject to the power of death, and would 

eventually die.  (Genesis 3:19b) 
– Died Spiritually: lost the image of God and became totally 

depraved sinners.  (Romans 3:10-18) 
– Faced Dying Eternally: deserved the eternal punishment of 

eternal death and damnation in hell.  (Romans 6:23) 
 



WHAT WERE THE RESULTS OF THE FALL 
FOR  ALL  MANKIND? 

• Why should we all be affected by what Adam did? 
– Adam was our legal head – have a legal connection to him.  
– Adam was our organic head – have a physical connection to him. 

 

• How are we Affected by the Fall? 
– ORIGINAL GUILT: 

• Adam sinned as our legal head, as our legal representative. 
• We all sinned when he sinned, thus his guilt was imputed to all of us. 
• Rom. 5:12 – “… death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.” 
• Thus, all deserve the eternal punishment for sin: eternal death in hell. 

 

– ORIGINAL POLLUTION: 
• Adam sinned as our father.  He passed on pollution to all his posterity. 
• Corrupt parents can only produce corrupt children – spiritually like them. 
• All are (by nature) totally depraved.  Conceived & born in sin (Ps. 51:5). 

 

• Belgic Confession, Art. 5; Canons of Dordt, III/IV, Art’s. 2 & 3. 



BELGIC CONFESSION, ARTICLE 15 

OF ORIGINAL SIN 
 

We believe that, through the disobedience of Adam, original sin is 
extended to all mankind; which is a corruption of the whole 
nature, and an hereditary disease, wherewith infants themselves 
are infected even in their mother's womb, and which produceth in 
man all sorts of sin, being in him as a root thereof; and therefore 
is so vile and abominable in the sight of God, that it is sufficient 
to condemn all mankind.  Nor is it by any means abolished or 
done away by baptism; since sin always issues forth from this 
woeful source, as water from a fountain; notwithstanding it is not 
imputed to the children of God unto condemnation, but by his 
grace and mercy is forgiven them.  Not that they should rest 
securely in sin, but that a sense of this corruption should make 
believers often to sigh, desiring to be delivered from this body of 
death.  Wherefore we reject the error of the Pelagians, who 
assert that sin proceeds only from imitation. 



CANONS OF DORDT, III/IV, ART’S 2 & 3 

• ARTICLE 2 - Man after the fall begat children in his own 
likeness.  A corrupt stock produced a corrupt offspring.  
Hence all the posterity of Adam, Christ only excepted, have 
derived corruption from their original parent, not by 
imitation, as the Pelagians of old asserted, but by the 
propagation of a vicious nature. 
 

• ARTICLE 3 - Therefore all men are conceived in sin, and by 
nature children of wrath, incapable of saving good, prone 
to evil, dead in sin, and in bondage thereto, and without 
the regenerating grace of the Holy Spirit, they are neither 
able nor willing to return to God, to reform the depravity 
of their nature, nor to dispose themselves to reformation. 



WHAT IS MEANT BY TOTAL DEPRAVITY? 

1. The whole human race is depraved.  There are no 
exceptions.  Psalm 14:3, Romans 3:10. 
 

2. Every part of every person is depraved: heart, 
mind, body, etc.  Jeremiah 17:9. 
 

3. Every part of a person is totally depraved (not, 
every part is partially depraved).  Genesis 6:5. 
 

4. Every person is depraved from conception and 
birth until death.  Genesis 8:21, Psalm 51:5. 



PROOFS FOR TOTAL DEPRAVITY 

• Psalm 14:3 – “They are all gone aside, they are all together 
become filthy: there is none that doeth good, no, not one.” 
 

• Romans 3:10 – “As it is written, There is none righteous, no, 
not one.” 
 

• Jeremiah 17:9 – “The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked: who can know it?” 
 

• Genesis 6:5 – “And God saw that the wickedness of man was 
great in the earth, and that every imagination of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” 
 

• Genesis 8:21 – “… the LORD said in his heart, … the 
imagination of man’s heart is evil from his youth; …” 
 

• Psalm 51:5 – “Behold I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did 
my mother conceive me.” 



WHO IS TOTALLY DEPRAVED? 

1. UNBELIEVERS are totally depraved. 
– They can only do evil.  They never do any good. 

– Even what appears to be good outwardly, is evil/sin. 

– Rom. 14:23 – “… whatsoever is not of faith is sin.” 
 

2. BELIEVERS are BY NATURE totally depraved. 
– When we are regenerated, we receive a new nature. 

• Are now able to do good works, by God’s Spirit/grace in us. 

• Why?  The Spirit restores the image of God in us (Eph. 4:23-24). 

• By nature totally depraved; By grace not totally depraved. 
 

– But we still have the old nature/flesh. 
• We are still sinners.  Still sin daily.  Still produce sinful children. 

• Only proper response is humility.  And confess your sins daily. 



WHAT GOOD NEWS (GOSPEL) DID GOD 
GIVE TO MAN AFTER THE FALL? 

• God SPOKE the Gospel - Genesis 3:15. 

– The “Seed of the woman” is the promise of Christ Who 
would bruise the head of the serpent (Satan). 

– This took place at Christ’s death on the cross.  He 
destroyed the devil’s power.  John 12:31-32. 

– This will be fully realized when Christ returns at the end of 
time.  Matthew 25:41. 

 

• God DEMONSTRATED the gospel - Genesis 3:21. 

– Adam & Eve tried to cover themselves with fig leaves. 

– God covered their nakedness (shame) with animal skins. 

– This involved shedding blood, which pointed to Christ. 



THE GOSPEL IN GENESIS 3 

• God SPOKE the Gospel 
in Genesis 3:15. 

“And I will put enmity 
between thee and the 
woman, and between thy 
seed and her seed; it shall 
bruise thy head, and thou 
shalt bruise his heel.” 

 

 

• God DEMONSTRATED 
it in Genesis 3:21. 

“Unto Adam also and to 
his wife did the LORD God 
make coats of skins, and 
clothed them.” 
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#1 – Read Genesis 3:1-6 and answer the 
following questions: 

a. Who was the real tempter of Eve? 
– The Devil, Satan. 

– He used the serpent and spoke through it. 
 

b. What lie did Satan speak to Eve? 
– Verse 4 – “Ye shall not surely die!” 

 

c. Why was Eve persuaded to eat of the forbidden fruit? 
– Genesis 3:6 – “And when the woman saw that the tree was 

good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree 
to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit …” 

– I John 2:16 – “For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, 
and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the 
Father, but is of the world.” 



#2 – How was Adam a figure of Christ? 

• ROMANS 5:12-19 – “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 13 (For 
until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 14 
Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not 
sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him that 
was to come. 15 But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the 
offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, 
which is  by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many. 16 And not as it 
was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment was by one to 
condemnation, but the free gift is of many offences unto justification. 17 For if by 
one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive 
abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, 
Jesus Christ.) 18 Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men 
to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all 
men unto justification of life. 19 For as by one man's disobedience many were 
made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous.” 
 

• I CORINTHIANS 15:22 – “For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made 
alive.” 
 

• Herman Hoeksema, REFORMED DOGMATICS, Vol. 1, p. 316 – “Adam stood in the 
unique position of being the legal head of the race in the representative sense.” 



#3 – What is the meaning of Total 
Depravity?  Prove this doctrine from … 

• EPHESIANS 2:1 – “And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and 
sins;” 
 

• ROMANS 3:10-18 – “As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 11 
There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 12 They 
are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is 
none that doeth good, no, not one. 13 Their throat is an open sepulchre; with 
their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips: 14 
Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: 15 Their feet are swift to shed 
blood: 16 Destruction and misery are in their ways: 17 And the way of peace have 
they not known: 18 There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 
 

• CANONS III/IV, ART. 4 – “There remain, however, in man since the fall, the 
glimmerings of natural light, whereby he retains some knowledge of God, of 
natural things, and of the differences between good and evil, and discovers 
some regard for virtue, good order in society, and for maintaining an orderly 
external deportment.  But so far is this light of nature from being sufficient to 
bring him to a saving knowledge of God, and to true conversion, that he is 
incapable of using it aright even in things natural and civil.  Nay further, this 
light, such as it is, man in various ways renders wholly polluted, and holds it in 
unrighteousness, by doing which he becomes inexcusable before God.” 



#4 – How do 2nd & 3rd points of Common 
Grace deny the truth of Total Depravity? 

• “Regarding the SECOND POINT, touching the restraint of sin in the life of 
the individual man and of society in general, Synod declares that 
according to Scripture and the Confession, there is such a restraint of 
sin.  This is evident from the Scripture passages that were quoted and 
from the Netherland Confession, Articles 13 and 36, which teach that 
God by a general operation of His Spirit, without renewing the heart, 
restrains the unbridled manifestation of sin, so that life in human society 
remains possible; …” 
 

• “Regarding the THIRD POINT, touching the performance of so-called 
civic righteousness by the unregenerate, Synod declares that according 
to Scripture and the Confession, the unregenerate, though incapable of 
doing any spiritual good (Canons III, IV, 3) are able to perform such civic 
good.  This is evident from the Scripture passages that were quoted and 
from the Canons of Dordt, III, IV, 4 and from the Netherland Confession, 
Article 36, which teach that God without renewing the heart, exercises 
such an influence upon man that he is enabled to do civic good; …” 


