
ESSENTIALS OF 

REFORMED DOCTRINE 

LESSON #12 

“The Mediator And His Names” 

 
[CHRISTOLOGY] 

[Christ’s (1) Names, (2) Natures, (3) Offices, (4) States] 



OVERVIEW 

Reformed Doctrine 

• Theology 

• Anthropology 

• CHRISTOLOGY 

• Soteriology 

• Ecclesiology 

• Eschatology 

CHRISTOLOGY 

• Christ our Mediator 

• His Identity 

• His Names 

• His Natures 

• His Offices 

• His States 



WHAT IS A MEDIATOR? 

 A Mediator intervenes between two parties 

who are at odds with each other, and seeks 

to reconcile them. 
 

 He brings the two parties (or individuals) 

back into friendship and fellowship again. 
 

 This is done through removing the offense 

(sin).  Sin must be confessed and forgiven. 
 

 Example: Moses in the Old Testament, who 

was a type of Christ.  (Exodus 32) 



MOSES – EXODUS 32:11-14, 30-35 

Verse 11 – And Moses besought the LORD his God, and said, LORD, why doth 
thy wrath wax hot against thy people, which thou hast brought forth out of the 
land of Egypt with great power, and with a mighty hand? 12 Wherefore should the 
Egyptians speak, and say, For mischief did he bring them out, to slay them in the 
mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth? Turn from thy fierce 
wrath, and repent of this evil against thy people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, 
and Israel, thy servants, to whom thou swarest by thine own self, and saidst 
unto them, I will multiply your seed as the stars of heaven, and all this land that I 
have spoken of will I give unto your seed, and they shall inherit it for ever. 14 And 
the LORD repented of the evil which he thought to do unto his people. 
 

Verse 30 – And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses said unto the people, 
Ye have sinned a great sin: and now I will go up unto the LORD; peradventure I 
shall make an atonement for your sin. 31 And Moses returned unto the LORD, 
and said, Oh, this people have sinned a great sin, and have made them gods of 
gold. 32 Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin--; and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out 
of thy book which thou hast written. 33 And the LORD said unto Moses, 
Whosoever hath sinned against me, him will I blot out of my book. 34 Therefore 
now go, lead the people unto the place of which I have spoken unto thee: 
behold, mine Angel shall go before thee: nevertheless in the day when I visit I 
will visit their sin upon them. 35 And the LORD plagued the people, because they 
made the calf, which Aaron made. 



WHY DO WE NEED A MEDIATOR? 

1. Because of sin that makes us miserable. 

 We are guilty for original and actual sins. 

 We deserve God’s eternal punishment of hell. 
 

2. Because cannot save ourselves.  [Q&A 2] 

 We cannot make satisfaction for our sin. 

 We are totally depraved and can only sin.  

 We keep increasing our guilt before God. 
 

3. Because we do not want to be saved. 

 As totally depraved sinners, we enjoy sin. 

 We want to live in sin and be left alone in sin. 



WHAT IS “SATISFACTION” FOR SIN? 

1. Satisfaction involves owing God a DEBT. 
 Sin makes us debtors to God. 

 Mentioned in 5th petition of the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

2. The debt we owe God is a debt of LOVE. 
 God requires: “Love Me perfectly!” (Matt. 22:37-40). 

 When we sin, we fail to love God - thus a debt of love. 
 

3. The debt for sin has to be paid IN FULL.   [Q&A 3] 
 God cannot simply ignore sin – He is holy and just. 

 The debt can only be paid through sin being punished. 

 God must be satisfied that the debt is paid off in full. 
 

Compare it to an earthly debt you own a Bank.  Except, 
God is much more demanding than any bank manager. 



WHY CAN’T WE MAKE SATISFACTION? 

1. Some think they are able to satisfy the justice of God. 
1. Arminians: “My good works (believing, obedience, etc.) can 

earn God’s favor and be the basis for my salvation.” 
 

2. Roman Catholics: “You can satisfy God by good works in 
this life (penance), and by paying for your sin in purgatory.” 
 

3. We Ourselves: Often after we commit a serious sin, we 
think we can make up for the sin by doing good works. 

 

2. Is impossible for man to pay off the debt.   [Q&A 2 & 4] 
1. We have nothing (i.e., nothing good) to pay to God. 

2. Finite creatures cannot pay off an infinite debt.  Luke 17:10. 

3. We can only (and do only) increase our debt.  Isaiah 64:6. 
 

3. This underscores why we need a Mediator! 
1. We need someone to remove the sin between God and us. 

2. We need someone to pay the debt & satisfy God’s justice. 



WHO IS THE MEDIATOR WHO CAN 

SATISFY THE WRATH OF GOD? 

 What are the requirements? 
1. HUMAN – Humans sinned against God.  A man must 

be punished for the sins of man. 

2. RIGHTEOUS – So he doesn’t need to be punished for 
his own sins, but can be for sins of others. 

3. DIVINE – So he is able to bear eternal wrath, able to 
obtain salvation, and able to give it to us. 

 

 Who is all these? – Jesus Christ alone!  [Q&A 1] 
 True Man: Romans 8:3, I Timothy 2:5, Hebrews 2:14-17. 

 Righteous: John 8:46, Hebrews 7:26, I John 3:5. 

 True God: Matthew 1:23, John 1:1, John 10:30, 36. 
 

 He is the perfect & unique Mediator, for He is not a 
3rd party, but is Himself both parties: God & man! 



WHO PROVIDES THE MEDIATOR? 

 GOD!   [Q&A 5] 
 Man could not find nor provide a Mediator.  Only God could. 

 God ordained and qualified His Son to be our Mediator. 

 God sent His Son into the world to do the work of saving us. 
 

 Scriptures: 
 Romans 8:3 – “For what the law could not do, in that it was 

weak through the flesh, God sending His own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the 
flesh.” 

 Luke 4:18 – “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he 
hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath 
sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to 
the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty them that are bruised” 

 Isaiah 53:10-11 – “Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him; He 
hath put Him to grief: … He shall see of the travail of His soul, 
and shall be satisfied: by His knowledge shall My righteous 
servant justify many; for He shall bear their iniquities.” 



FOR WHOM WAS THE MEDIATOR GIVEN? 

 Not for all men in the world. 
 That was not God’s intention/purpose, nor was it 

what Christ accomplished as Mediator. 

 The atonement was not universal.  Christ did not die 
on the cross for the sins of everyone. 

 If Christ was intended for everyone, and died for 
everyone, why are so many not saved? 

 The heresy of universal atonement (universalism) 
denies the saving power of the death of Christ. 

 

 God gave the Mediator only for the elect. 
 John 10:15 – “… I lay down my life for the sheep.” 

 John 15:13 – He laid down His life “for His friends.” 

 John 17:9 – only for those the Father gave to Him. 



ESSENTIALS OF 

REFORMED DOCTRINE 

LESSON #12 – (PART 2) 

“The Mediator And His Names” 

 
[CHRISTOLOGY] 



REVIEW AND OVERVIEW: 

THE MEDIATOR: 

1. Why do we need a Mediator? 

2. What does our Mediator need to do? 

3. Who is the Mediator that saves us? 

4. Who provides the Mediator? 

5. For whom was the Mediator provided? 
 

KNOWLEDGE OF OUR MEDIATOR: 

 His Names  

 His Natures 

 His Offices 

 His States 



WHAT IS THE IDEA OF A NAME? 

 Our Names 

 No special meaning.  Don’t give information about us. 

 Needed for the purpose of (1) identity and (2) address. 
 

 God-Given Names 

 Are REVELATORY. They tell us about a person.  Tell us 
(1) Who the person is, and (2) What the person does. 
 

 Clear from God giving names: Gen. 17:19 (“Isaac”), 
Hosea 1:9 (“Loammi”), Isaiah 8:3 (“Mahershalalhashbaz”). 
 

 Clear from God changing names: Gen. 17:5-6 
(“Abraham”), 15-17 (“Sarah”), Gen. 32:28 (“Israel”). 

 

 Names of our Mediator are all revelatory, because 
these are all God-given names. 



WHAT NAMES DOES OUR MEDIATOR HAVE? 

 Lord 

 Jesus 

 Christ 

 Son of Man 

 Son of God 

 Son of David 

 Mediator 

 Prince of Peace 

 Lamb of God 

 Prince of Life 

 Root of David 

 Word of Life 

 The Way 

 Lord of All 

 Messiah 

 The Truth 

 Savior 

 King of Kings 

 Light of World 

 Morning Star 

 Head of Church 

 Chief Shepherd 

 Governor 

 Alpha & Omega 

 I AM 

 Immanuel 

 The Word 

 Wonderful 

 Scepter 

 Counselor 

 Mighty God 

 Lion of Judah 

 Branch 

 Shepherd and 
Bishop of Souls 

 Son of Right-
eousness 

 Resurrection 
and Life 

 Horn of 
Salvation 

 Everlasting 
Father 

 …… 



WHAT ARE OUR MEDIATOR’S MAIN NAMES? 

1. JESUS 

 Matthew 1:21 – “Thou shalt call His name JESUS” 

 His personal name. 

 

1. CHRIST 

 Matthew 16:16 – Peter: “Thou art the Christ!” 

 His official title. 

 

2. LORD 

 Acts 2:36 – God made His Son to be “Lord.” 

 His name of honor. 



WHAT DOES THE NAME JESUS REVEAL? 

 Meaning: 

 Same as “Joshua” in the Old Testament. 
 Joshua (a type of Christ) led Israel into Canaan. 

 Jesus also leads us into Canaan – heavenly Canaan. 
 

 “Jesus” consists of two names: 
 “Jehovah” – He is the “I AM”; He is Divine. 

 “Savior” – work of saving His people. 
 

 Significance: (Extra Work #1, Matthew 1:21) 

 He SAVES. 

 He saves FROM SIN. 

 PARTICULAR Savior – saves “His people”. 

 SOVEREIGN Savior – He “shall” save. 

 ONLY & COMPLETE Savior – Acts 4:12. 

 



OUR ONLY & COMPLETE SAVIOR 

 

 

 
 

 Saves completely: 
 From every aspect of sin: the Guilt, the Power, the 

Consequences, the Shame, the Punishment. 

 No part of salvation is left for us to do – He did it 
all.  (Denied by Roman Catholicism.) 

 

 Significance for us: 
 Do not seek salvation in anyone or anything else: 

e.g., not in people, pleasures, yourself, etc. 

 Believe and trust in and cling to Jesus alone – 
Mark 16:16, Acts 16:31. 

Acts 4:12 – “Neither is there salvation in any other: 

for there is none other name under heaven given 

among men, whereby we must be saved.” 



WHAT DOES THE NAME LORD REVEAL? 

 This is His name of HONOR. 

Lord = Ruler, Master, Owner, Sovereign. 

Owns and Rules all things, including us. 
 

 Distinction with regard to His Lordship: 

Rules the creation by His power/force. 

Rules His people by His grace. 
 

 Proofs: 

Matt. 28:18 – all power in heaven and in earth. 

Acts 2:36 – God made Jesus to be “Lord.” 

 I Cor. 6:20 – have been “bought with a price.” 



SIGNIFICANCE OF THE NAME LORD 

LORD’S DAY I OF HEIDELBERG CATECHISM 

 Q.: What is thy only comfort in life and death? 

 A.: That I with body and soul, both in life and 
death, am not my own, but belong unto my 
faithful Savior Jesus Christ; who, with his 
precious blood, hath fully satisfied for all my 
sins, and delivered me from all the power of 
the devil; and so preserves me that without 
the will of my heavenly Father, not a hair can 
fall from my head; yea, that all things must be 
subservient to my salvation, and therefore, by 
his Holy Spirit, he also assures me of eternal 
life, and makes me sincerely willing and ready, 
henceforth, to live unto him. 



WHAT DOES THE NAME CHRIST REVEAL? 

 Meaning of “Christ”: 
 Same as “Messiah” in the Old Testament.  The 

literal meaning is “Anointed One.” 

 Means two things: 
1. Ordained – chosen, called, the right to be in office. 

2. Qualified – given the ability to serve in office. 
 

 Significance for Christ: 
 Anointed by God through the Holy Spirit. 

Has the right and ability to serve in office. 

 In office as Servant & Representative of God. 

 Three aspects: 
1. Prophet – revealing God’s plan of redemption. 

2. Priest – sacrificing Himself & interceding for us. 

3. King – delivering, governing, and defending us. 



SIGNIFICANCE OF NAME “CHRIST” FOR US? 

 Extra Work #5:  Look up Acts 11:26.  When 
were believers first called Christians? Why 
were they given this name? 

 In early New Testament church in Antioch. 

Used negatively.  A derogative name. 
 

 Extra Work #6: Look up LD 12 of Heidelberg 
Catechism. What has the name “Christian” 
come to mean? 

All believers are anointed: “Office of Believer.” 

All believers are prophets, priests, and kings. 



LORD’S DAY 12 OF HEIDELBERG CATECHISM 

 Q. 32.  But why art thou called a Christian? 

 Answer.  Because I am a member of Christ 

by faith, and thus am partaker of his 

anointing; that so I may confess his name, 

and present myself a living sacrifice of 

thankfulness to him: and also that with a 

free and good conscience I may fight 

against sin and Satan in this life: and 

afterwards reign with him eternally, over 

all creatures. 


