
ESSENTIALS OF 

REFORMED DOCTRINE 

LESSON #13 

“The Natures Of The Mediator” 



CHRISTOLOGY 

CHRIST our MEDIATOR 

•His Identity 

•His Names 

•His Natures 

•His Offices 

•His States 



PERSON & NATURES OF CHRIST 

 What was Christ’s “PERSON”? 

 A person is the subject of everything one does. 

The person says: “I”, “Me,” “My,” etc. 

The person thinks, decides, does things, etc. 

 Christ had & was one Person: THE SON OF GOD. 
 

 What were Christ’s “NATURES”? 

 A nature is everything that makes someone what 
he is: body, soul, mind, will, emotions, etc. 

 Christ had two natures:  (1) A HUMAN NATURE, 
and (2) A DIVINE NATURE. 

 Difficult for us to understand.  A mystery.  I Timothy 
3:16 – “And without controversy great is the mystery of 
godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, …” 



CONFESSIONAL REFERENCES 

1. Heidelberg Catechism 
 Lord’s Days 5 & 6 – The Lord Jesus Christ is very 

man, perfectly righteous, and very God. 
 

2. Belgic Confession of Faith 
 Art. 10: “That Jesus Christ is True & Eternal God” 

 Art. 18: “Of the Incarnation of Jesus Christ” 

 Art. 19: “Of the Union and Distinction of the two 
Natures in the Person of Christ” 

 

3. Athanasian Creed 
 Articles 29-44 

 

4. Creed of Chalcedon 
 

5. Nicene Creed 



CHRIST’S DIVINE NATURE 

 Meaning: 

 The man, Jesus Christ, was true & eternal God. 

 The Son did not change when He came to earth. 

 The Son remained fully divine. 
 

 Proofs: 

1. Divine Names given to Him 
 Isaiah 9:6, John 8:58, John 20:28. 

2. Divine Attributes ascribed to Him 
Micah 5:2, Revelation 1:8, John 2:24-25, 21:17. 

3. Divine Works done by Him 
 John 1:3, Matthew 9:2, Luke 9:11, 42, Hebrews 1:3. 

4. Divine Honors given to Him 
 John 3:36, John 20:28, Acts 7:59. 



CHRIST’S HUMAN NATURE 

1. A REAL Human Nature 
 Human mind, will, heart, feelings, emotions, etc. 

 Could hunger & thirst, have sorrow & joy, etc. 

 Matthew 4:2, Matthew 26:38, John 11:35. 
 

2. A COMPLETE Human Nature 
 Human body AND human soul – Hebrews 2:14f, 4:14f. 

 Same as we have – I Corinthians 15:21, Galatians 4:4. 
 

3. A WEAK Human Nature 
 Not like Adam’s before he fell into sin, but like ours. 

 Could suffer, get sick, die.  Romans 8:3, Hebrews 2:17. 
 

4. A SINLESS Human Nature 
 No original guilt, and no original pollution. 

 No possibility of sinning, and no actual sins. 

 Isaiah 53:9, Hebrews 7:26, I Peter 2:22-23. 



TWO NATURES UNITED IN ONE PERSON 

 The human and divine natures of Christ were 

united in the ONE PERSON of the Son of God. 
 

 Creed of Chalcedon states the natures were: 

 Without Confusion – not mixed to form a new 

nature that was a combination of the two. 

 Without Change – each nature (human and divine) 

remained what it was. 

 Without Division – each nature was fully that 

nature, and not just part of a nature. 

 Without Separation – each nature did not become a 

separate person.  Two natures, but not 2 persons. 



CREED OF CHALCEDON 

 The creed itself explains these four terms 

concerning the relationship between the 

two natures of Jesus Christ. 

“… without confusion, without change, without 

division, without separation; the distinction of 

natures being by no means taken away by the 

union, but rather the property of each nature 

being preserved, and concurring in one Person 

and one Subsistence, not parted or divided into 

two persons, but one and the same Son, and 

only begotten, God the Word, the Lord Jesus 

Christ; …” 



SIGNIFICANCE 

 These things must be true of Jesus Christ 
in order for Him to be our Mediator. 
 

 He must be MAN 

Man had sinned against God. 

God’s justice demanded that a man must be 
punished for the sin of man. 

 

 He must be GOD 

So that He can bear God’s eternal wrath. 

So that He can give eternal life to us. 
 

 Lord’s Day 6 of the Heidelberg Catechism. 
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EXTRA WORK 



#1 – Art. 19 of Belgic Confession 

Of the Union and Distinction of the Two Natures in the Person of Christ 
 

 We believe that by this conception, the person of the Son is inseparably 
united and connected with the human nature; so that there are not two Sons 
of God, nor two persons, but two natures united in one single person: yet, 
that each nature retains its own distinct properties.  As then the divine 
nature hath always remained uncreated, without beginning of days or end of 
life, filling heaven and earth: so also hath the human nature not lost its 
properties, but remained a creature, having beginning of days, being a finite 
nature, and retaining all the properties of a real body.  And though he hath 
by his resurrection given immortality to the same, nevertheless he hath not 
changed the reality of his human nature; forasmuch as our salvation and 
resurrection also depend on the reality of his body.  But these two natures 
are so closely united in one person, that they were not separated even by 
his death.  Therefore that which he, when dying, commended into the hands 
of his Father, was a real human spirit, departing from his body.  But in the 
meantime the divine nature always remained united with the human, even 
when he lay in the grave.  And the Godhead did not cease to be in him, any 
more than it did when he was an infant, though it did not so clearly manifest 
itself for a while.  Wherefore we confess, that he is very God, and very Man: 
very God by his power to conquer death; and very man that he might die for 
us according to the infirmity of his flesh. 



#2 – Lord’s Days 5 & 6 of Heidelberg 

 Q. 14.  Can there be found anywhere, one, who is a mere creature, 
able to satisfy for us? 

 A.  None; for, first, God will not punish any other creature for the sin 
which man hath committed; and further, no mere creature can sustain 
the burden of God's eternal wrath against sin, so as to deliver others 
from it. 
 

 Q. 15.  What sort of a mediator and deliverer then must we seek for? 

 A.  For one who is very man, and perfectly righteous; and yet more 
powerful than all creatures; that is, one who is also very God. 
 

 Q. 16.  Why must he be very man, and also perfectly righteous? 

 A.  Because the justice of God requires that the same human nature 
which hath sinned, should likewise make satisfaction for sin; and 
one, who is himself a sinner, cannot satisfy for others. 
 

 Q. 17.  Why must he in one person be also very God? 

 A.  That he might, by the power of his Godhead sustain in his human 
nature, the burden of God's wrath; and might obtain for, and restore 
to us, righteousness and life. 
 

 Q. 18.  Who then is that Mediator, who is in one person both very God, 
and a real righteous man? 

 A.  Our Lord Jesus Christ: …. 



#3 – Jesus and Original Sin 

 Did Jesus have (1) original pollution when He 

was born?  Did He have (2) original guilt? 

 (1) No.  He was not at all depraved. 

 (2) No.  He was not guilty for Adam’s sin. 

 Isaiah 53:9, Hebrews 7:26, I Peter 2:22-23. 
 

 Explanation: 

 Because of how He was conceived – by the power 

of the Holy Spirit. 

 Thus He had no human father – through whom sin 

is passed on to children. 

 Matthew 1:20, Luke 1:35. 



#4 – Jesus’ Temptations 

 The temptations are recorded in Matthew 4:1-11. 
 

 Hebrews 4:14-15 – “Seeing then that we have a great 
high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the 
Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. For we have 
not an high priest which cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like 
as we are, yet without sin.” 
 

 Impossible for Christ to sin, because He had a 
sinless human nature. 
 

 Satan tempted Christ by offering Him glory, honor, 
power, etc. without suffering.  (Note: only earthly!) 
 Temptations were real, for afterwards, Jesus needed 

angels to minister to Him.  Matthew 1:11. 

 What made the temptations real was the awful suffering 
of the cross.  Devil tempted Him to avoid that. 



#5 – Philippians 2:5-8 

 Read Philippians 2:5-8 and write what this 

says about Christ’s human nature. 
 

 “Let this mind be in you, which was also in 

Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, 

thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 

But made himself of no reputation, and took 

upon him the form of a servant, and was made 

in the likeness of men: And being found in 

fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and 

became obedient unto death, even the death of 

the cross.” 



#6 – Proofs that Christ is God 

 John 8:58 – “… Before Abraham was, I am.” 
 

 John 20:28 – Thomas confessed: “… My Lord and 
my God.” 
 

 John 20:30-31 – Jesus did many other signs, “… 
But these are written, that ye might believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God: and that 
believing ye might have life through his name.” 
 

 John 1:1, 14 – “In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was God. … 
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, 
(and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.” 


