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CHRISTOLOGY

CHRIST our MEDIATOR

•His Names

•His Natures

•His Offices

•His States



WHAT IS THE IDEA OF “OFFICE”?

 “Office” refers to being an “officebearer.”

 An officebearer represents someone else.

 He is an official representative of God in this world.

 His authority is not his own, but it comes from God.

 An officebearer is called and qualified by God.

 Called – God chooses the person who will represent Him.

 Qualified – God gives the person the abilities he needs.

 An officebearer must be a servant of God: speak the Word of 
God, do the will of God, etc.

 CHRIST’S OFFICE (Q&A 1, LD 12 of Heidelberg Catechism):

 God’s representative in the world (Matt. 1:23).

 Sent as God’s Servant to do God’s will (John 6:38).

 3 aspects to His 1 office: Prophet, Priest, King.



CONFESSIONAL REFERENCE

LORD’S DAY 12 of HEIDELBERG CATECHISM

Question 31: Why is he called Christ, that is, anointed?

Because he is ordained of God the Father, and anointed with

the Holy Ghost, to be our chief Prophet and Teacher, who has

fully revealed to us the secret counsel and will of God

concerning our redemption; and to be our only High Priest,

who by the one sacrifice of his body, has redeemed us, and

makes continual intercession with the Father for us; and also

to be our eternal King, who governs us by his word and Spirit,

and who defends and preserves us in (the enjoyment of) that

salvation, he has purchased for us.



WHAT IS THE WORK

OF A “PROPHET”?

 A prophet SPEAKS THE WORD OF GOD.

 He does not simply tell the future – also the past, also the present.

 The literal idea/meaning of the word “prophet” is “to boil over.”

 Jeremiah 1:5-7

 “Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth 
out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the 
nations. Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! behold, I cannot speak: for I am a child. 
But the LORD said unto me, Say not, I am a child: for thou shalt go to all 

that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak.”

 Jeremiah 20:8-9

 “For since I spake, I cried out, I cried violence and spoil; because the word 
of the LORD was made a reproach unto me, and a derision, daily. Then I 
said, I will not make mention of him, nor speak any more in his name. But 
his word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was 

weary with forbearing, and I could not stay.”



WHAT IS CHRIST’S WORK

AS A “PROPHET”?

 Christ’s Work as a Prophet (Q&A 2)

 He speaks the Word of God (past, present, future) and 

thus reveals the counsel and will of God.

 What does He speak and reveal?

 Reveals Triune God: His person, will, purposes, works, etc.

 Speaks the Gospel (good news of salvation in Jesus Christ).

 Jesus Christ is best qualified to do the work of being God’s 

Prophet.  Why?

 Scriptures:

 MATTHEW 11:27

 JOHN 3:31-32

 HEBREWS 1:1-2



PROOFS FOR CHRIST’S WORK

AS A “PROPHET”

 MATTHEW 11:27

 “All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth
the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save 
the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.”

 JOHN 3:31-32

 “He that cometh from above is above all: he that is of the earth is 
earthly, and speaketh of the earth: he that cometh from heaven is 
above all. And what he hath seen and heard, that he testifieth; and 
no man receiveth his testimony.”

 HEBREWS 1:1-2

 “God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past 
unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken 
unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by 
whom also he made the worlds;”



REFORMED CONFESSIONS CONCERNING 

CHRIST AS PROPHET

LORD’S DAY 12 of HEIDELBERG CATECHISM

[Christ] … is ordained of God the Father, and anointed with

the Holy Ghost, to be OUR CHIEF PROPHET AND TEACHER,

WHO HAS FULLY REVEALED TO US THE SECRET COUNSEL

AND WILL OF GOD CONCERNING OUR REDEMPTION; and to

be our only High Priest, who by the one sacrifice of his body,

has redeemed us, and makes continual intercession with the

Father for us; and also to be our eternal King, who governs us

by his word and Spirit, and who defends and preserves us in

(the enjoyment of) that salvation, he has purchased for us.



HOW WAS CHRIST A PROPHET

WHILE HE WAS ON EARTH?

 Christ’s Prophetic Work on Earth (Q&A 3)

 By His Person – revealed He was the Savior (Immanuel).

 By His Works – showed the gospel by the miracles He did.

 By His Words – preached the gospel in all His speaking.

 Scriptures:
 JOHN 15:15 – “… all things that I have heard of my Father I 

have made known unto you.”

 LUKE 4:18-19 – “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because 
he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath 
sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to 
the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty them that are bruised, To preach the acceptable year of 
the Lord.”



HOW IS CHRIST A PROPHET

NOW IN HEAVEN?
 Q&A 4: “He continues to teach us by His Word & Spirit”

1. Through the Apostles: He spoke & did miracles through them

2. Through Scriptures: the holy & infallibly inspired Word of God

3. Through Ministers of the Word:

 A minister of the Word represents Christ as Prophet.

 Christ calls and sends them to speak His Word of truth.

 When they speak the truth, Christ speaks through them.

 Note: By means of His Word and Spirit, Christ makes us prophets 
of God by filling us with the Word and knowledge of God.

 Scriptures:
 John 14:26 – “But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father 

will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to 
your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.”

 John 13:20 – “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that receiveth whomsoever I 
send receiveth me; and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me.”



WHAT WAS CHRIST’S WORK

AS A “PRIEST” WHILE ON EARTH?

 The Work of a Priest

 To show mercy to His people by consecrating them to God.

 To do this by means of making a sacrifice to cover sin.

 Christ’s Priestly Work while He was on Earth (Q&A 5)

 (1) Atoning Sacrifice.

 In the O.T., the priest and the sacrifice were separate.

 In the N.T., Christ was both the priest and the sacrifice.

Christ fulfilled all O.T. sacrifices by sacrificing Himself.

 (2) Intercession: He prayed for His people (John 17).

 Hebrews 9: 14, 28 – “How much more shall the blood of 

Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot 
to God, ….”  “Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; ...”



REFORMED CONFESSIONS CONCERNING 

CHRIST AS PRIEST

LORD’S DAY 12 of HEIDELBERG CATECHISM

[Christ] … is ordained of God the Father, and anointed with

the Holy Ghost, to be our chief Prophet and Teacher, who has

fully revealed to us the secret counsel and will of God

concerning our redemption; and to be OUR ONLY HIGH

PRIEST, WHO BY THE ONE SACRIFICE OF HIS BODY, HAS

REDEEMED US, AND MAKES CONTINUAL INTERCESSION

WITH THE FATHER FOR US; and also to be our eternal King,

who governs us by his word and Spirit, and who defends and

preserves us in (the enjoyment of) that salvation, he has

purchased for us.



WHAT ARE SOME WRONG THEORIES 

CONCERNING CHRIST’S DEATH?

1. Moral Theory:
 Christ’s death is a powerful example of the love of God and of 

the love of Christ.

 This should impress the sinner, so that he turns from sin and 
lives a loving life.  In this way, he is saved.

 His death simply has a reforming influence on man.

2. Governmental Theory:
 Christ died as an example of God’s justice – of what God could 

justly do to all men as punishment for sin.

 Man is saved by God if he acknowledges God’s justice, admits 
what he deserves, and repents.

 Note: Both theories deny the atonement.
 They destroy the power of Christ’s death.

 They make the death of Christ ineffectual.



WHAT DOES THE SCRIPTURE TEACH 

CONCERNING CHRIST’S DEATH?

 Christ’s death on the cross was an atoning death.  

He paid the price to reconcile us to God.

 Matthew 1:21 – He actually saves us from sin.

 John 1:29 – He was the Lamb that took away our sins.

 Romans 5:10 – We are reconciled to God by His death.

 The Atonement was:

1. A Substitutionary Atonement – “in the place” of others.

2. A Particular Atonement – “limited” to the elect.

3. A Complete Atonement – He “fully paid” the price.

4. An Efficacious Atonement – it is “effective” for the elect.



WHAT DOES CHRIST STILL DO FOR US 

AS OUR PRIEST IN HEAVEN? (Q&A 7)

1. He blesses us with spiritual blessings (Heb. 2:17).

 He sends and gives us His Spirit.

 The Spirit bestows the blessings of salvation on us.

2. He intercedes/prays for us (Rom. 8:34, Heb. 7:25).

 He prays for us (1) when we do not pray, (2) when we 

cannot pray, and (3) when we do not pray well.

 The Character of His Prayers:

 Are perfect prayers – He prays for what we truly need.

 Are certainly heard and answered by God our Father.

3. Shows mercy to His people in their needs through the 

special office of DEACON in His church (“Benevolence”).



WHAT WAS CHRIST’S WORK AS A 

“KING” WHILE HE WAS ON EARTH?

 The Work of a King:

 He RULES over his kingdom and people.

 He DEFENDS his kingdom and people from enemies.

 Christ’s Work as a King while on Earth (Q&A 8)

 Showed His power over His enemies by His miracles.

Power over sickness, disease, death, etc., and thus power 

over the spiritual enemies these represented.

Power over the greatest enemy (Satan) by casting out devils.

 Fought against and defeated enemies while on the cross.

Gained a victory over Satan, and death, and hell.

Fulfilled Genesis 3:15.



WHAT IS CHRIST’S WORK

AS A “KING” FROM HEAVEN?

 Christ’s Work as a King now in Heaven (Q&A’s 9, 10)

 He RULES.  (1) He rules over His church, and (2) He rules 
over all things for the sake of His church.

 He DEFENDS.  Defends His church from spiritual enemies, 
and thus preserves us in salvation with a view to glory.

 Christ carries out this work through:

1. ELDERS in the church, who represent Him as kings.

They must rule the church in His Name.

They must defend His people from spiritual enemies.

2. CHRISTIANS in the “office of believer”

We fight the good fight of faith against spiritual foes.

Proverbs 25:28, Ephesians 6:12ff, I Timothy 6:12.



REFORMED CONFESSIONS CONCERNING 

CHRIST AS KING

LORD’S DAY 12 of HEIDELBERG CATECHISM

[Christ] … is ordained of God the Father, and anointed with

the Holy Ghost, to be our chief Prophet and Teacher, who has

fully revealed to us the secret counsel and will of God

concerning our redemption; and to be our only High Priest,

who by the one sacrifice of his body, has redeemed us, and

makes continual intercession with the Father for us; and also

to be OUR ETERNAL KING, WHO GOVERNS US BY HIS WORD

AND SPIRIT, AND WHO DEFENDS AND PRESERVES US IN

(THE ENJOYMENT OF) THAT SALVATION, HE HAS PURCHASED

FOR US.
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EXTRA WORK



#1 – How does Isaiah 61:1-2 refer to the 

office of Christ.  (See Luke 4:16-30) 

 Isaiah 61:1-2 – “The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; 
because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good 
tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the 
opening of the prison to them that are bound; To proclaim 
the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of 
vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn;”

 Luke 4:21 – “And he [Jesus] began to say to them, This 
day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.”

 Explanation:
1. He was “anointed” by God/Jehovah – called and sent.

2. Emphasis on prophetic office: “preach,” “proclaim.”

3. Other offices (Priest and King) also implied.



#2 – Explain from the following texts how 

Melchizedek was a type of Christ.

 Scriptures:

 Genesis 14:18-24

 Hebrews 6:20

 Hebrews 7:1-17

 Explanation:

 He was the only type in the O.T. who held all 3 aspects of

Christ’s office: was a Priest and Prophet and King.

 Hebrews 7:3.

Not literally true that he had no father or mother, no

beginning or end.

But these were unknown, and thus he was a type of Christ

in this way.



#3 – Name some O.T. prophets who were 

types of Christ.  Explain.

1. WHO?

 Enoch

 Noah

 Moses

 Solomon

 David

 Elijah

 Isaiah

 4 “major” prophets

 12 “minor” prophets

2. WHY?

 They were put into 

office (called and 

qualified) by God.

 The Bible itself 

teaches that these 

men were types.

 Their work was to 

prophecy (speak God’s 

Word).



#3 – Name some O.T. priests and kings 

who were types of Christ.  Explain.

1. PRIESTS

1. Aaron

2. Samuel

3. Zadok

4. Ezra

2. KINGS

1. David

2. Solomon

3. Hezekiah

4. Jehoshaphat

3. WHY?

 They were put into 

office (called and 

qualified) by God.

 The Bible itself 

teaches that these 

were types.

 Their work was:

 (1) to show mercy, or

 (2) to rule and protect.



#4 – How does Matthew 11:25-27 speak 

of Christ’s work as prophet?

 Matthew 11:25-27 – “At that time Jesus answered
and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and
earth, because thou hast hid these things from the
wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto
babes. Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in thy
sight. All things are delivered unto me of my Father:
and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father;
neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son,
and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.”

 Explanation:

 The Lord Jesus Christ reveals the Triune God.

 No one can know God without Christ doing this work.



#5 – Read John 17 and explain how this 

shows Christ’s work as Priest.

 John 17:1ff – Christ prays for us.

 John 17:9 – Christ prays specifically for His 

people.

 John 17:19 – Christ “sanctifies” us.  By His death 

and Spirit He makes us holy.

 John 17:24 – Christ brings us to God.  He 

consecrates us to God.



#6 – How do the Miracles of Casting out 

demons show Christ’s work as King?

 Scriptures:

 Matthew 8:16.

 Matthew 8:28ff.

 Mark 1:39.

 Mark 16:9.

 Luke 4:41.

 What do these miracles show?

 That He has almighty power.

 That He sovereignly rules over all, including demons.

 That He delivers and protects His people from the power 
of the devil.



#7 – Explain how I Peter 2:9 speaks of 

Believers as Prophets, Priests, and Kings.

 I PETER 2:9 – “But ye are a chosen generation, a

royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar

people; that ye should shew forth the praises of

him who hath called you out of darkness into his

marvellous light:”

 Explanation:

We are priests – a “priesthood.”

We are kings – a “royal” priesthood.

We are prophets – “shew forth the praises” of God.


