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CHRISTOLOGY

CHRIST our MEDIATOR

•His Names

•His Natures

•His Offices

•His States



WHAT IS THE IDEA OF “STATE”?

 “State” is a persons’ position in relation to God’s law.

One’s state is his legal standing before God.

Only two possibilities: (1) INNOCENT or (2) GUILTY.

 One’s “state” affects his “condition” - what experiences.

 If Guilty – condition is humiliation, suffering, etc.

 If Innocent – condition is exaltation, glory, bliss, etc.

 The STATES and CONDITIONS of Jesus Christ:

STATE OF HUMILIATION => GUILTY => SUFFERING

STATE OF EXALTATION  => INNOCENT => GLORY



WHAT DID CHRIST’S STATE OF 

HUMILIATION CONSIST OF?

 Jesus Christ was GUILTY before God.

 God, through the law, declared Him guilty (Galatians 4:4).

 Not personally guilty, but as our Head (II Corinthians 5:21).

 He was under God’s eternal wrath and thus experienced 
great suffering, and experienced it His whole life.

 The steps/degrees in His State of Humiliation:

 Confessed by us in the Apostles’ Creed: “I believe … in
Jesus Christ, His only begotten Son, our Lord: (1) Who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary: (2)
Suffered under Pontius Pilate; was (3) crucified, dead,
and (4) buried, He (5) descended into hell:”

 The order in the Apostles’ Creed is one of degree (the 
intensity of the suffering).



#1: HIS LOWLY BIRTH

 Called His INCARNATION.

 Literally, “coming into flesh.”  He became a human.

 John 1:14, Luke 2:1-8, Galatians 4:4-5, Philippians 2:6-7.

 How was this HUMBLING for Him?

1. He, Who was God Himself, entered into a sin-cursed 
world.  John 17:5, Matthew 1:23.

2. He came into the likeness of sinful flesh – a corruptible, 
weakened, mortal human nature.  Romans 8:3.

3. He had a lowly birth – was born in “abject” (extreme) 
poverty.  Luke 2:7, 12, 16.

4. He was despised and rejected of men already at His 
birth.  Isaiah 53:3, Luke 2:7.



#2: HIS LIFELONG SUFFERING

 HOW did He suffer?

 In His human nature (human body & soul).

 I Peter 2:24.  Matthew 26:37-38.

 WHAT did He suffer?

 WHY did He suffer?

 The wrath of God was on Him for our sins.

 Isaiah 53:4-5, Romans 5:6-8.

TEMPTED – Matthew 4:1-11

POOR/HOMELESS – Matt. 8:20

REJECTED – Luke 4:16-29

HUNGRY/THIRSTY – Matt. 4:2

SORROWED – John 11:35

ISAIAH 53:3

- despised & rejected of men

- a man of sorrows

- acquainted with grief

- not esteemed
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#1 – Explain How Christ suffered all His 

life.  Quote from the gospels as proof.

 He suffered from His birth to the grave.
 He suffered in His human nature – body and soul.

 Always a man of sorrows, because of our sins – Isaiah 53:3-5.

 Examples:
 Matthew 2 – Herod tried to kill Him.

 Matthew 4:1 – “Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the
wilderness to be tempted of the devil. …”

 Luke 9:58 – “Jesus said, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air
have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.”

 Luke 4:28-29 – In Nazareth: “All they in the synagogue, when
they heard these things, were filled with wrath, And rose up,
and thrust him out of the city, and led him unto the brow of the
hill where on their city was built, that they might cast him down
headlong.”

 John 11:35 – “Jesus wept.”



#2 – Prove from John 6:39 and 10:15 

that Christ suffered only for His people.

 JOHN 6:39

 “And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that

of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing,

but should raise it up again at the last day.”

He suffered for & will raise up all who the Father gave 

Him.  We were given in eternity through election.

 JOHN 10:15

 “As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the

Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep.”

He laid down His life “for the sheep” – not the goats.



#3 – What does II Corinthians 8:9 teach 

re the humiliation of Christ’s birth?

 II CORINTHIANS 8:9

 “For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that,

though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became

poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.”

 Explanation:

 Jesus showed “grace” to us – undeserved favor.

 By leaving behind His riches – the glories of heaven.

 By becoming poor – a human; a human who suffered.

 Lowly birth.  Entered into our poverty – a world of sin.

 Jesus: Rich  Poor!  The elect: Poor  Rich!



#4 – Who taught Christ died for all men?  

Prove from Canons II that this is heresy.

 “Christ died for all men!” – heresy of Universal Atonement 
that was taught by the Arminians (Remonstrants).

 Canons II, Article 8
 “For this was the sovereign counsel, and most gracious will

and purpose of God the Father … that Christ by the blood of
the cross, whereby he confirmed the new covenant, should
effectually redeem out of every people, tribe, nation, and
language, all those, and those only, who were from eternity
chosen to salvation, and given to him by the Father; that he
should confer upon them faith, which together with all the
other saving gifts of the Holy Spirit, he purchased for them by
his death; should purge them from all sin, both original and
actual, whether committed before or after believing; and
having faithfully preserved them even to the end, should at last
bring them free from every spot and blemish to the enjoyment
of glory in his own presence forever.”



#5 – If Christ died only for some, why 

does God want gospel preached to all?

1. We do not know who the elect or reprobate are, 

therefore it would be impossible for us to preach the 

gospel only to the elect.

2. God has a purpose with the preaching for both the 

elect and the reprobate:

 With regard to the elect: to save them.

 With regard to the reprobate: to harden them.

 II Corinthians 2:15-16 – “For we are unto God a sweet

savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that

perish: To the one we are the savour of death unto death;

and to the other the savour of life unto life.”


