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CHRISTOLOGY

CHRIST our MEDIATOR

•His Names

•His Natures

•His Offices

•His States



WHAT IS THE IDEA OF “STATE”?

 “State” is a persons’ position in relation to God’s law.

One’s state is his legal standing before God.

Only two possibilities: (1) INNOCENT or (2) GUILTY.

 One’s “state” affects his “condition” - what experiences.

 If Guilty – condition is humiliation, suffering, etc.

 If Innocent – condition is exaltation, glory, bliss, etc.

 The STATES and CONDITIONS of Jesus Christ:

STATE OF HUMILIATION => GUILTY => SUFFERING

STATE OF EXALTATION  => INNOCENT => GLORY



WHAT DID CHRIST’S STATE OF 

EXALTATION CONSIST OF?

 Q&A 1

 State: Jesus Christ was INNOCENT before God.

 Condition: Jesus was EXALTED to the highest glory.

 The steps/degrees in His State of Exaltation are 
confessed by us in the Apostles’ Creed:

1. “The third day He rose again from the dead:

2. “He ascended into heaven,

3. “And sitteth at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty:

4. “From thence He shall come to judge the living and 
the dead:”



STEP #1 – HIS RESURRECTION (1)

 Jesus’ Resurrection is a FACT.

 JOHN 2:19-21 – “Jesus answered and said unto them,

Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.

Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in

building, and wilt thou rear it up in three days? But he

spake of the temple of his body.”

 I CORINTHIANS 15:20 – “But now is Christ risen from the

dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.”

 Jesus’ Resurrection was DIFFERENT from others.

 E.g., Lazarus returned to earthly life and had to die again.

 Jesus was raised with a glorious and heavenly body, and 

into glorious, heavenly life.  I Corinthians 15:42-44.



STEP #1 – HIS RESURRECTION (2)

 Jesus’ Resurrection is DENIED by unbelievers.  Say:

 “His body was stolen!”

 “He never died, but was only in a coma!”

 “Disciples were hallucinating about His resurrection!”

 “He lives today as an idea.  He lives on in our minds!”

 The Bible gives many PROOFS of His resurrection.

 The Bible says He arose.

 The empty tomb and grave clothes.

 The message of the angels: “He is risen!”

 The appearances of Jesus Christ (see E.W. #1).

 The power of the risen Lord in our hearts.



STEP #1 – HIS RESURRECTION (3)

 Significance FOR JESUS:

God’s approval – Philippians 2:9.

He was exalted – He received life again.

He was exalted – He received a heavenly body & life.

 Significance FOR US:

 Proof of our justification – Rom. 4:25, I Cor. 15:16-17.

 Power of our spiritual life – Eph. 2:4-6, Col. 3:1-3.

 Pledge of our resurrection – I Cor. 15:20, I Pet. 1:3.



STEP #1 – HIS RESURRECTION (4)

 HEIDELBERG CATECHISM, Lord’s Day 17

Q 45.  What doth the resurrection of Christ profit us?

 A.  First, by his resurrection he has overcome death, that 
he might make us partakers of that righteousness which 
he had purchased for us by his death; 

 secondly, we are also by his power raised up to a new life; 

 and lastly, the resurrection of Christ is a sure pledge of 
our blessed resurrection.

 Thus the Resurrection of Jesus Christ is (and 
must be) the central message of the gospel.

We preach a risen, exalted, living Lord Jesus Christ.

 Acts 2:24; Acts 4:10; Acts 13:32-33; I Cor. 15:1ff.



STEP #2 – HIS ASCENSION (1)

 Jesus’ Ascension is a FACT.

 Acts 1:9 – “And … while they beheld, he was taken up; 
and a cloud received him out of their sight.”

 Luke 24:51 – “And it came to pass, while he blessed 
them, he was parted from them, and carried up into 
heaven.”

 The CHARACTER of Christ’s Ascension.

 Christ ascended into heaven in His glorified and heavenly 
human body.

 Christ’s ascension was a definite change of place for Him 
– He went from earth to heaven.

 His glorified human body will remain in heaven until He 
returns again – Revelation 22:12.



STEP #2 – HIS ASCENSION (2)

 Significance FOR JESUS.

He received the fullness of His new heavenly life.  He 
was fully glorified.  John 17:5.

He received the power needed for the work He does 
until the end of time.  Ephesians 1:19-22.

 Significance FOR US.

 Christ is in heaven as our ADVOCATE Who intercedes 
for us – I John 2:1-2.

 Christ is in heaven as our HEAD, which guarantees 
that we (His body) will also go there.

 Christ sends forth His SPIRIT into us so that we seek 
things above – Colossians 3:1-3.



STEP #2 – HIS ASCENSION (3)

 HEIDELBERG CATECHISM, Lord’s Day 18

Question 49 – Of what advantage to us is Christ's

ascension into heaven?

 Answer:

First, that He is our advocate in the presence of His Father

in heaven;

secondly, that we have our flesh in heaven as a sure pledge

that He, as the Head, will also take up to Himself, us, His

members;

 thirdly, that He sends us His Spirit as an earnest, by whose

power we "seek the things which are above, where Christ

sitteth on the right hand of God, and not things on earth."



STEP #3

HIS SITTING AT GOD’S RIGHT HAND (1)

 Jesus’ sitting at God’s right hand is a FACT.

 Mark 16:19 – “So then after the Lord had spoken unto

them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the

right hand of God.”

 Psalm 110:1 – “The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at

my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool.”

 The Significance FOR JESUS.

 Symbolic of receiving highest position in God’s kingdom.

 Jesus has been given the greatest power and authority.

 He has the right & power to carry out the will of the King.

 He rules over all things in heaven and on earth.



STEP #3

HIS SITTING AT GOD’S RIGHT HAND (2)

 The Significance FOR US.

He is there preparing a place for us (John 14:1-2).

He is praying for us (I John 2:1-2, Hebrews 9:24).

He rules over us by grace, always protecting and 

blessing us (Ephesians 1:3).

He rules over all things with a view to our salvation 

and His return to glorify us (Eph. 1:20-23).

 Comforting for us!

 Christ rules – no one else is in control of anything.

 Everything that happens is according to God’s will.



STEP #3

HIS SITTING AT GOD’S RIGHT HAND (3)

 HEIDELBERG CATECHISM, Lord’s Day 19

Q. 50 – Why is it added, "and sitteth at the right hand
of God"?

 A. 50 – Because Christ is ascended into heaven for
this end, that He might appear as head of His church,
by Whom the Father governs all things.

Q. 51 – What profit is this glory of Christ, our Head,
unto us?

 A. 51 – First, that by His Holy Spirit He pours out
heavenly graces upon us His members; and then that
by His power He defends and preserves us against all
enemies.



STEP #4

HIS COMING AGAIN TO JUDGE (1)

 His coming again is a FACT.

Matthew 24:30 – “… and shall see the Son of man

coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great

glory.”

 Revelation 22:7, 12, 20 – “Behold, I come quickly!”

 WHAT will Jesus do when He returns?

 Raise all who are dead.

 Carry out the Final Judgment.

Make the New Heavens and Earth.

 Send everyone to his/her final state (heaven or hell).



STEP #4

HIS COMING AGAIN TO JUDGE (2)

 WHEN will Jesus return as Judge?  (Q&A 10)

No one knows the exact time.

 “But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the
angels of heaven, but my Father only.” (Matt. 24:36).

He will return when all the elect have been saved.

 “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the
world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end
come.” (Matt. 24:14).

He gives precursory signs to indicate that His return 
is near (Matt. 24, II Thess. 2, Rev. 6, etc.).

Signs in nature/creation.

Signs in world history.

Signs in the church.



STEP #4

HIS COMING AGAIN TO JUDGE (3)

 Significance FOR JESUS.

 To carry out the judgment on behalf of the Triune God is 
part of His exaltation.  It is a great honor given to Him.

 John 5:22; Acts 17:31; Philippians 2:10-11.

 Significance FOR US.

 Be watchful (Be ready) – “Watch therefore, for ye know
neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man
cometh.” (Matt. 25:1-13).

 Be hopeful – “And when these things begin to come to
pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your
redemption draweth nigh.” (Luke 21:28).

 Be prayerful (Longing for Him to return) – “Come Lord
Jesus, come quickly!” (Rev. 22:20)



STEP #4

HIS COMING AGAIN TO JUDGE (4)

HEIDELBERG CATECHISM, Lord’s Day 19

 Q. 52 – What comfort is it to thee that "Christ shall

come again to judge the quick and the dead"?

 A. 52 – That in all my sorrows and persecutions,

with uplifted head I look for the very same person,

Who before offered Himself for my sake, to the

tribunal of God, and has removed all curse from me,

to come as Judge from heaven: Who shall cast all

His and my enemies into everlasting condemnation,

but shall translate me with all His chosen ones to

Himself, into heavenly joys and glory.



STEP #4

HIS COMING AGAIN TO JUDGE (5)

BELGIC CONFESSION, Article 37: Of the Last Judgment.

 Finally we believe, according to the Word of God, when the
time appointed by the Lord (which is unknown to all
creatures) is come, and the number of the elect complete,
that our Lord Jesus Christ will come from heaven,
corporally and visibly, as he ascended, with great glory
and majesty to declare himself judge of the quick and the
dead; burning this old world with fire and flame, to
cleanse it. And then all men will personally appear before
this great judge, both men and women and children, that
have been from the beginning of the world to the end
thereof, being summoned by the voice of the archangel,
and by the sound of the trumpet of God. …
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LESSON #17 EXTRA WORK



#1 – List the different appearances of 

Christ recorded in Scripture.

1. John 20:11-18 – to Mary Magdalene at the grave.

2. Matthew 28:9 – to the women returning from the grave.

3. Luke 24:34 – to Simon Peter.

4. Luke 24:13-33 – to the two men traveling to Emmaus.

5. John 20:19-25 – to the disciples without Thomas.

6. John 20:26-29 – to the disciples with Thomas.

7. John 21:1-14 – to the disciples at the sea of Galilee.

8. Matt. 28:16-20 – to disciples on a mountain in Galilee.

9. I Corinthians 15:6 – to about 500 brethren at once.

10. I Corinthians 15:7 – to James.

11. Acts 1:1-9 – to the disciples at His ascension.

12. I Corinthians 15:8 – to the apostle Paul.



#2 – How do the passages under Q&A 5 

prove the answer?

 ROMANS 4:25

 “Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised
again for our justification.”

 ROMANS 6:4-5

 “Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death:
that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the
glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in
newness of life. 5 For if we have been planted together in
the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness
of his resurrection:”

 I THESSALONIANS 4:14

 “For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so
them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.”



#3 – What does Philippians 2:9-11 tell of 

Christ’s exaltation?

 PHILIPPIANS 2:9-11
 “Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given

him a name which is above every name: That at the name
of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and
things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.”

 Explanation
 “Wherefore” indicates there’s a connection between His 

state of exaltation and His state of humiliation.

 Because of His willingness to suffer & His obedience in it 
all, He was rewarded with great glory.

 He is Lord of lords.  All must bow to Him.  All must confess 
that He is Lord/Sovereign/King.



#4 – How do the texts under Q&A 8 prove 

that answer?

 Ephesians 1:3

 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in

heavenly places in Christ:”

 John 14:2

 “In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not

so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.”

 Hebrews 9:24

 “For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with

hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven

itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us:”


