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WHAT IS SOTERIOLOGY?

 Definition of Soteriology:

 “Soteriology is the locus of dogmatics that treats

the work of God through Christ whereby He realizes

His covenant in the hearts of the elect by making

them partakers of all the benefits of that covenant

as Jesus Christ our Lord has merited them.”

 [Herman Hoeksema, Reformed Dogmatics, Vol. 2, p. 3.]

 Soteriology is closely related to and at the same 

time also distinguished from Christology:

Christology concerns Christ’s work FOR us.

 Soteriology concerns Christ’s work IN us.



WHAT STUDY IS SOTERIOLOGY?

 We study next the “Order Of Salvation”

 This is often referred to as the “ordo salutis” (Latin).

 Refers to the order in which the benefits of salvation that 

Christ earned are applied to the elect sinner.

 What are the benefits of salvation (Q&A 1)?
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WHO DOES THE WORK IN 

SOTERIOLOGY?
 See Q&A 2.

 Titus 3:4-6 – “4 But after that the kindness and love of God

our Savior toward man appeared, 5 Not by works of

righteousness which we have done, but according to his

mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and

renewing of the Holy Ghost; 6 Which he shed on us

abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior;”

 John 16:13-14 – the Spirit shows and gives Christ to us.

 The Holy Spirit is the one Who APPLIES salvation.  He is 

the AGENT of salvation.  He is the WORKER of salvation.

REFORMED SOTERIOLOGY IS DISTINCT

It confesses and teaches what most others deny.  What?

Salvation is a Sovereign work of God – God’s work alone!



WHAT IS THE SPIRIT’S FIRST 

WORK IN SAVING SOMEONE?
 See Q&A 3.

 John 3:3 – “Except a man be born again, he cannot see 

the kingdom of God.”

 Without regeneration, we cannot “see” the kingdom –

cannot see/know/understand spiritual things.

 The first thing we need is to be born “again” – literally, 

born “from above.”

 Regeneration is FIRST.  It precedes everything else in 

salvation – just as natural birth precedes earthly life.

REFORMED (BIBLICAL) vs ARMINIANISM

Arminian Error: Faith first, faith before regeneration

Reformed Truth: Regeneration first, and thus before faith



WHAT IS REGENERATION?

 Different terms and concepts used in the Bible:

 John 3:3 – “born from above”

 John 3:8 – “born of the Spirit”

 I Peter 1:23 – “born again, for a second time”

 Gal. 6:15, Eph. 2:10, II Cor. 5:17 – “a new creature”

 Ezekiel 36:26-27 – compared to a “heart transplant”

 John 5:21, Eph. 2:1 – “raised” and “quickened”

 Explanation (see Q&A 4):

 It is a new spiritual birth, a new spiritual creation.  

Internally, we become spiritually alive and new.

 This is necessary because the sinner is spiritually dead.  

He is totally depraved.  Rom. 3:10ff.  Rom. 8:5-8.



WHAT IS THE RESULT OF 

REGENERATION?
 A Radical Change Occurs:

 From spiritual death to life; From hatred of God to love; 

From rebellion against God to obedience, etc.

 A change in every part of the elect sinner his heart, 

thinking, desiring, emotions, speaking, deeds, etc.

 The Blessed Results of Regeneration:

 Understand spiritual things.  What?

 Believe spiritual things. What?

 Desire spiritual things. What?

 Do spiritual things. What?

 Canons of Dordt, Heads III IV, Article 11.



CANONS OF DORDT

HEADS III IV, ARTICLE 11

REGENERATION IS A RADICAL CHANGE

“But when God accomplishes His good pleasure in the elect,
or works in them true conversion, He not only causes the
gospel to be externally preached to them, and powerfully
illumines their minds by His Holy Spirit, that they may rightly
understand and discern the things of the Spirit of God; but by
the efficacy of the same regenerating Spirit, pervades the
inmost recesses of the man; He opens the closed, and softens
the hardened heart, and circumcises that which was
uncircumcised, infuses new qualities into the will, which
though heretofore dead, He quickens; from being evil,
disobedient and refractory, He renders it good, obedient, and
pliable; actuates and strengthens it, that like a good tree, it
may bring forth the fruits of good actions.”



WHO REGENERATES SINNERS?

 The sinner himself does not do it.  (Rom. 3:10ff, 8:5-8)

 Does not cooperate.  He cannot, for he is spiritually dead.

 How evaluate How To Be Born Again by Billy Graham?

 It is God’s work alone, through the Holy Spirit.

 God decided to whom He would give life – election.

 God sent His Son to die in order to earn life for them.

 God sends His Spirit into the elect to give them life.

 God makes that life in the elect to grow and develop.

 Deut. 30:6, Ezek. 36:26-27, Jn. 3:8, Eph. 2:4-6, Titus 3:4-5.

 Regeneration is IRRESISTIBLE.  (Canons III IV, Art. 12)

 Absurd to think an earthly child can resist his birth.  Thus 
absurd to ask and think regeneration is resistible.

 Irresistible Grace implies Irresistible Regeneration.  Because 
the Holy Spirit is Irresistible!



NARROWER and BROADER 

SENSES of REGENERATION

 Regeneration in the 
Narrower sense (Q 6)

 The Spirit planting the 
seed of regeneration in 
the elect sinner.

 It happens first, and 
without us being aware 
or conscious of it.

 The Spirit does this 
without using means 
(immediate).

 John 3:3, Titus 3:5, I 
Peter 1:23.

 Regeneration in the 
Broader Sense (Q 7)

 The Spirit bringing the 
seed of regeneration to 
life in the elect.

 We are conscious of 
this work of the Holy 
Spirit in us.

 The Spirit uses means 
(mediate).  He uses the 
Word.  Rom 10:14-15, 
James 1:18.

 This is CONVERSION.



WHAT IS CONVERSION?

 What is conversion? – see Q&A 8.

 Putting the old man to death – godly sorrow for and 
turning from sin.  Psalm 51:3, Luke 15:18, Col. 3:5.

 Making the new man alive – love for and obedience to 
God.  Colossians 3:1-2.  Ephesians 4:23-24.

 How often does conversion occur?

 Not just once.  Not just on a certain day or date.

 It is life-long.  Every day we must turn from sin to God.

 The fruit of conversion – see Q&A 9.

 Thankful obedience to God.  Doing good works.

 Romans 6:10-11, II Corinthians 7:10, I Peter 4:2.

 Heidelberg Catechism, Lord’s Day 33.



Heidelberg Catechism, Lord’s Day 33

 Question 88. Of how many parts doth the true conversion of
man consist?

 A. Of two parts; of the mortification of the old, and the
quickening of the new man.

 Question 89. What is the mortification of the old man?

 A. It is a sincere sorrow of heart, that we have provoked
God by our sins; and more and more to hate and flee from
them.

 Question 90. What is the quickening of the new man?

 A. It is a sincere joy of heart in God, through Christ, and
with love and delight to live according to the will of God in
all good works.

 Question 91. But what are good works?

 A. Only those which proceed from a true faith, are
performed according to the law of God, and to his glory;
and not such as are founded on our imaginations, or the
institutions of men.
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REVIEW: WHAT IS THE ORDER 

OF SALVATION?
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#1 – Explain the difference between 

mediate and immediate regeneration

 The difference:

 “Mediate” means “using means.”

 “Immediate” means “without using means.”

 Immediate applies to regeneration in the 

narrower sense – the Spirit planting the seed of 

regeneration.  Acts 16:14.

 Mediate applies to regeneration in the broader 

sense – Spirit making the seed of regeneration 

come to life by means of the Word.



#2 – Five things re Regeneration

(H. Hoeksema, Reformed Dogmatics)

Regeneration in the Narrow Sense:

1. It is exclusively God’s work – we are passive.

2. It occurs in the very depth of man.

3. It is immediate – Spirit works without our input.

4. It is a spiritual, ethical change in man.

5. It is the implanting of a new life in the sinner.

Note especially two things:

God’s sovereignty!

God’s grace!



#3 – Canons III/IV, Article 12

concerning REGENERATION

REGENERATION IS A GREAT WORK OF GOD

As great as or greater than (1) creation & (2) resurrection

“And this is the regeneration so highly celebrated in Scripture, and
denominated a new creation: a resurrection from the dead, a
making alive, which God works in us without our aid. But this is in no
wise effected merely by the external preaching of the gospel, by
moral suasion, or such a mode of operation, that after God has
performed his part, it still remains in the power of man to be
regenerated or not, to be converted, or to continue unconverted;
but it is evidently a supernatural work, most powerful, and at the
same time most delightful, astonishing, mysterious, and ineffable;
not inferior in efficacy to creation, or the resurrection from the dead,
as the Scripture inspired by the author of this work declares; so that
all in whose heart God works in this marvelous manner, are
certainly, infallibly, and effectually regenerated, and do actually
believe.”



#4 – What does Titus 3:5 have to say 

about regeneration?

TITUS 3:5

 “Not by works of righteousness which we have 
done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by 
the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the 
Holy Ghost;”

 Explanation:

 Not by or because of us (not our “works”)

 A work of God’s grace (“mercy”)

 A sovereign work (“he saved us”)

 A radical spiritual change (“washed” & “renewed”)

 It is done by the “Holy Spirit” of God


