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REVIEW RE SOTERIOLOGY
 Christology concerns Christ’s work FOR us.              

Soteriology concerns Christ’s work IN us.

 The Holy Spirit is the one Who APPLIES salvation.                    
He (not man) is the AGENT and WORKER of salvation.

 In Soteriology, we study the “Order of Salvation.”
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WHAT IS THE CALLING?

 Q&A 1

God’s voice calls us through His Word and Spirit.

God (by Spirit) calls sinners out of darkness into light.

 The sinner is conscious of being called and saved.

 There are two parts to the saving call.

 External Calling – outside us – heard by our ears.

 Internal Calling – inside us – heard by our hearts.

 I PETER 2:9 – “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal

priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye

should shew forth the praises of him who hath called

you out of darkness into his marvelous light:”



WHAT IS THE EXTERNAL

ASPECT OF THE CALL?

 The External aspect is the Preaching of the Gospel.

 It is “indiscriminate” – preach the Word to everyone.

 It is done by the church through ordained ministers.

 The true Gospel of salvation must be preached.

 Preaching declares the promise of salvation in Christ

 Preaching includes commands: “Repent & believe!”

 We need to hear preaching in order to be saved.

 Romans 1:16.  Romans 10:14-15.  I Corinthians 1:21.

 Thus the admonition of Hebrews 10:25.



CANONS OF DORT, HEAD II, ARTICLE 5

“Moreover, the promise of the 

gospel is, that whosoever believeth 

in Christ crucified, shall not perish, 

but have everlasting life.  This 

promise, together with the 

command to repent and believe, 

ought to be declared and published 

to all nations, and to all persons 

promiscuously and without 

distinction, to whom God out of His 
good pleasure sends the gospel.”



WHAT IS THE INTERNAL

ASPECT OF THE CALL?

 The Internal aspect is the Spirit calling us within.

 The Spirit does a work in the hearts of the elect so that 

they hear and understand the preaching.

 The Spirit causes the preaching to have an affect – i.e., 

the preaching makes a difference.

 What is the effect/result?

 The child of God has been given spiritual ears to hear, 

eyes to see, a mind to understand, etc.

 Therefore the child of God understands and believes 

personally the spiritual things he hears in the preaching.

 E.g., Who God is, What sin is, What one’s own sins are, 

Who Jesus Christ is, What Christ has done for us, etc.



WHOM DOES GOD CALL?

 All who hear the preaching are called externally

 They are all commanded to repent and believe.

 Matthew 22:14.  II Corinthians 2:15-16.

 Only the elect are called internally (savingly) (Q 5)

 ROMANS 8:30 – God calls those He predestinated.

 The Spirit enables the elect to hear the call internally.

He regenerates them – John 3:3, Titus 3:5.

He makes them thirsty – Isaiah 55:1, Matthew 5:6.

He makes them weary & heavy laden – Matt. 11:28.

 Having these spiritual characteristics, they are spiritually 

receptive to the call of the gospel, and they are saved.



WHAT IS THE ERROR OF THE

WELL MEANT OFFER OF THE GOSPEL?

 The Error

 That God offers salvation to all through the preaching.

 That God sincerely desires everyone to be saved.

 Preacher begs & pleads with people to repent & believe.

 Why an Error

 Teaches that God loves and desires to save all men.

 Makes God unable to accomplish what He wants.

 Means that the grace of God is resistible.

 Is based on the error of man having a free will.

 Matthew 22:14, Romans 8:30, II Corinthians 2:15-16.



WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE

OF THE CALL OF THE GOSPEL?

 For the REPROBATE (Q&A 9)

 Their rejection of it shows the hardness of their hearts.

 Their judgment is more severe.  Matt. 11:24, II Cor. 2:15ff.

 They are left without excuse.  John 15:22.

 For the ELECT (Q&A 8)

 The call (both aspects) is indispensable for salvation.

 The elect consciously experience and enjoy salvation.

 For the CHURCH

 The church must heed the command of Scripture to 
preach the gospel everywhere.  Matt. 28:19.


