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OVERVIEW OF SOTERIOLOGY

 Christology concerns Christ’s work FOR us.              

Soteriology concerns Christ’s work IN us.

 In Soteriology, we study the “Order of Salvation.”
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WHAT IS SAVING FAITH?

 Saving Faith is Necessary for salvation.

 JOHN 3:16 – “For God so loved the world, that he gave

his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him

should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

 JOHN 3:36 – “He that believeth on the Son hath

everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall

not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.”

 Those who have faith are saved.  By faith, we receive 

the personal consciousness of our salvation in Christ.

 True Saving Faith consists of two things:

1. A BOND that unites us to Christ.

2. The ACTIVITY of believing.



WHAT IS FAITH AS A BOND?

 Faith is our spiritual connection to Christ.  (Q&A 3)

 Christ earned all the blessings of salvation for us.

 Christ possesses all these blessings of salvation.

 Faith joins us to Christ so we receive these blessings.

 Illustrations/Comparisons:

 A water tap connected to the reservoir by a pipeline.

 A bulb connected to the power plant by electricity wire.

 A branch connected to the trunk of a tree by a graft.

 JOHN 15:5 – “I am the vine, ye are the branches: He
that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth
forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.”



WHAT IS SAVING FAITH

AS AN ACTIVITY?

 Faith as an Activity.  (Q&A 2)

 This is when one consciously and actively believes.

 It consists of (1) “knowledge” and (2) “confidence.”

 (1) “A CERTAIN SPIRITUAL KNOWLEDGE”  (Q&A 4)

 Faith is not simply feelings or emotions, as many claim.

 Faith is to know all that God has revealed in His Word.

 Faith is to know and acknowledge that it is all true.

 It is not simply head knowledge, but know it in the heart.

 John 17:3, Hebrews 11:3, II Peter 3:18.



WHAT IS SAVING FAITH

AS AN ACTIVITY?

 (1) “A CERTAIN SPIRITUAL KNOWLEDGE”  (Q&A 4)

 (2) “A HEARTY CONFIDENCE”  (Q&A 5)

 Confidence/Assurance of what?

That God has saved through the work of Christ.

That that work was done for you personally.

That your sins are forgiven – all of them.

That God makes all things work for your good.

That you are going to heaven, etc.

 Confidence is based on knowledge.  The more our 

knowledge, the stronger our confidence will be.



HEIDELBERG CATECHISM

LORD’S DAY 7

Q. 21. What is true faith?

A. 21. True faith is not only a certain

knowledge, whereby I hold for truth all

that God has revealed to us in his word,

but also an assured confidence, which

the Holy Ghost works by the gospel, in my

heart; that not only to others, but to me

also, remission of sin, everlasting

righteousness and salvation, are freely

given by God, merely of grace, only for

the sake of Christ's merits.



WHERE IS SAVING FAITH FROM?

 Wrong Answers:

Man himself produces his own faith.

Man and God cooperate to produce faith.

 Correct Answer: Faith comes from God!

God is the Author of Faith.  Faith is God’s gift.  Faith is 
God’s sovereign work.

We cannot join ourselves to Christ.  We cannot 
produce faith or cause ourselves to believe.

God, by the Spirit, gives us the ability to believe, and 
also causes us to actually believe.

 John 15:5, Ephesians 2:8-10, 6:23, Hebrews 12:1-2, 
Canons of Dordt, Head III/IV, Article 14.



CANONS OF DORDT

HEADS III/IV, ARTICLE 14

Faith is therefore to be considered as the gift
of God, not on account of its being offered
by God to man, to be accepted or rejected
at his pleasure; but because it is in reality
conferred, breathed, and infused into him; or
even because God bestows the power or
ability to believe, and then expects that man
should by the exercise of his own free will,
consent to the terms of that salvation, and
actually believe in Christ; but because he
who works in man both to will and to do, and
indeed all things in all, produces both the will
to believe, and the act of believing also.



WHO RECEIVES SAVING FAITH?

 Faith is God’s gift to the Elect alone.  (Q&A 7)

 Only the elect receive the ability to believe.

 The Spirit works only in the elect to make them believe.

 Scriptures

 JOHN 6:29 – “… This is the work of God, that ye believe
on him whom he hath sent.”

 JOHN 10:26 – “But ye believe not, because ye are not of
my sheep, as I said unto you.”

 ACTS 13:48 – “… as many as were ordained to eternal life
believed.”

 A believer knows he has saving faith by the fruits of 
faith: sorrow for sin, trust in God, love, obedience, etc.


