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REVIEW re SOTERIOLOGY

1. What is Soteriology?

“Soteriology is the locus of dogmatics that treats the
work of God through Christ whereby He realizes His
covenant in the hearts of the elect by making them
partakers of all the benefits of that covenant as Jesus
Christ our Lord has merited them.” (H. Hoeksema)

2. Who does the work in Soteriology?

 The Holy Spirit is the one Who APPLIES salvation.

 He is the Agent and the Worker of salvation.

3. How is Reformed Soteriology distinct?

 Salvation is a sovereign work of God – of God alone.

 It is not a work of man, nor of God and man together.



WHAT DO WE STUDY IS 

SOTERIOLOGY?

REGENERATION

CALLING

FAITH

JUSTIFICATION

SANCTIFICATION

PRESERVATION

GLORIFICATION

• The “Ordo Salutis” – the Order of Salvation



INTRODUCTION

 Justification in the Order of Salvation

 Justification is a fruit of saving faith.

 It is the first benefit we receive through faith.

 We receive this blessing consciously.

 Justification is a Crucially Important Doctrine

 Historically: At time of the Reformation, especially 
Martin Luther as he wrestled with Romans 1:17.

 Still Today: Because of present day denials of 
justification “by faith alone.”

 Personally: There is no peace or happiness without 
this blessing.  Psalm 32:1-2, Rom. 5:1, Rom. 8:1.



SCRIPTURE REFERENCES

 ROMANS 1:17 – “For therein is the righteousness of
God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The
just shall live by faith.”

 PSALM 32:1-2 – “Blessed is he whose transgression
is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the
man unto whom the LORD imputeth not iniquity,
and in whose spirit there is no guile.”

 ROMANS 5:1 – “Therefore being justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ:”

 ROMANS 8:1 – “There is therefore now no
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus,
who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”



WHAT IS JUSTIFICATION?

 “Justification is a gracious judgment of God
whereby He declares that the elect sinner is without
guilt, and instead perfectly righteous before Him.”

 Justification is God “declaring” something.

 God is a righteous Judge.  We are guilty before Him.

 However, God makes this declaration: “Innocent!”

 He views us, not as we are in ourselves, but in Christ.

 In Christ, He sees us as righteous – without guilt.

 Num. 23:21, Psalm 32:1-2, Rom. 8:1, Col. 1:14, etc.

 Numbers 23:21 - “He hath not beheld iniquity in 
Jacob, neither hath he seen perverseness in Israel: 
the LORD his God is with him, and the shout of a 
king is among them.”



SCRIPTURE REFERENCES

 PSALM 32:1-2 – “Blessed is he whose
transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.
Blessed is the man unto whom the LORD
imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there
is no guile.”

 ROMANS 8:1 – “There is therefore now no
condemnation to them which are in Christ
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after
the Spirit.”

 COLOSSIANS 1:14 – “In whom we have
redemption through his blood, even the
forgiveness of sins:”



WHY DO WE NEED 

JUSTIFICATION?

 Because of our sin and guilt.

We are guilty before God for both original sin 
(Romans 5:19) and actual sins (James 2:10).

We deserve eternal punishment in body and soul 
– Ezekiel 18:20, Romans 6:23.

We cannot escape God’s wrath – Ps. 130:3, 143:2.

 We need our guilt and punishment removed.

 If we are not justified/forgiven, then God is 
punishing us now, and will do so eternally.

We desperately need to know all our guilty and 
punishment is gone.  Philippians 3:7-9



SCRIPTURE REFERENCES

 ROMANS 5:19 – “There is therefore now no

condemnation to them which are in Christ

Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after

the Spirit.”

 JAMES 2:10 – “For whosoever shall keep the

whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is

guilty of all.”

 EZEKIEL 18:20 – “The soul that sinneth, it shall

die …”

 ROMANS 6:23 – “For the wages of sin is death;

…”



SCRIPTURE REFERENCES

 PSALM 130:3 – “If thou, LORD, shouldest mark

iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand?”

 PSALM 143:2 – “And enter not into judgment

with thy servant: for in thy sight shall no man

living be justified.”

 PHILIPPIANS 3:7-9 – “… that I may win Christ, 9

And be found in him, not having mine own

righteousness, which is of the law, but that

which is through the faith of Christ, the

righteousness which is of God by faith:”



WHAT IS THE BASIS

OF OUR JUSTIFICATION?

 Our justification must have a basis.  God does 
not and cannot arbitrarily justify people.

 Negatively, the basis is never our works.

By nature, we can only sin.  Rom. 3:10-18, 20.

Our good works are never a basis for justification 
(Rom. 3:28), but the fruit of it (Phil. 2:13).

 Positively, the basis is the obedience of Christ.

Christ died for us, blotted out our guilt, fulfilled the 
law for us, and thus earned righteousness for us.

His resurrection is the proof of our justification, for 
it showed He finished His work for us.  Rom. 4:25.



SCRIPTURE REFERENCES

 ROMANS 3:20 – “Therefore by the deeds of the
law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight:
for by the law is the knowledge of sin.”

 ROMANS 3:28 – “Therefore we conclude that a
man is justified by faith without the deeds of
the law.”

 PHILIPPIANS 2:13 – “For it is God which worketh
in you both to will and to do of his good 
pleasure.”

 ROMANS 4:25 – “Who was delivered for our
offences, and was raised again for our
justification.”



WHEN AND HOW

ARE WE JUSTIFIED?
1. ETERNALLY – God justified us in His counsel.  He chose 

us in Christ, and eternally views us as justified 
(righteous) in His Son.  Num. 23:21.

2. HISTORICALLY – Christ earned righteousness for our 
justification.  Rom. 3:24, II Cor. 5:19, Col. 1:14.

3. IN TIME (IN OUR EXPERIENCE) – We are justified in our 
consciousness by means of faith.

 God tells us we are innocent.  He declares it to us in the 
preaching of the gospel.  Num. 23:21, Rom. 8:1.

 God causes us to know this by making us appropriate it by 
means of faith – Rom. 5:1, Eph. 2:8.

 See ACTS 13:38-39.  Cf. Heidelberg Catechism, LD 23.

4. Note: We will be publicly justified at the end of time on 
the final judgment day.  Matt. 25:31ff.



SCRIPTURE REFERENCES

 ROMANS 3:24 – “Being justified freely by his
grace through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus:”

 II CORINTHIANS 5:19 – “To wit, that God was in
Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not
imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath
committed unto us the word of reconciliation.”

COLOSSIANS 1:14 – “In whom we have
redemption through his blood, even the
forgiveness of sins:”

 EPHESIANS 2:8 – “For by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is
the gift of God:”



WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS

OF JUSTIFICATION?

•Forgiveness of sins

•Perfect righteousness

•Peace with God

•Adoption unto children

•The right to eternal life

Those 
who are 
justified 
in Christ 

receive & 
enjoy the 
following 
blessings:



BELGIC CONFESSION, Art. 23

We believe that our salvation consists in the remission of our

sins for Jesus Christ's sake, and that therein our

righteousness before God is implied: as David and Paul

teach us, declaring this to be the happiness of man, that

God imputes righteousness to him without works. And the

same apostle saith, that we are justified freely by his grace,

through the redemption which is in Jesus Christ. And

therefore we always hold fast this foundation, ascribing all

the glory to God, humbling ourselves before him, and

acknowledging ourselves to be such as we really are,

without presuming to trust in any thing in ourselves, or in any

merit of ours, relying and resting upon the obedience of

Christ crucified alone, which becomes ours, when we

believe in him. This is sufficient to cover our iniquities, and to

give us confidence in approaching to God; freeing the

conscience of fear, terror and dread …
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#1 – Explain how Christ is the second 

Adam.  Cf Rom. 5:12-15, I Cor. 15:22.

 ROMANS 5:12-15 – “Wherefore, as by one man sin
entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death
passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 13 (For
until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed
when there is no law. 14 Nevertheless death reigned
from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not
sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who
is the figure of him that was to come. 15 But not as the
offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence
of one many be dead, much more the grace of God,
and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ,
hath abounded unto many.”

 I CORINTHIANS 15:22 – “For as in Adam all die, even so
in Christ shall all be made alive.”

 Romans 5:14 makes clear Christ is the 2nd Adam, for the
1st Adam was “the figure of Him that was to come.”



#1 – Explain how Christ is the second 

Adam.  Cf Rom. 5:12-15, I Cor. 15:22.

 Explanation:

 The 1st Adam failed as our head – he fell into sin.  God 
appointed Christ as Head of His elect.

 That He is our “Head” means He is our representative 
(organically and legally) before God.

 What He does, He does for those He represents.  What 
He does benefits those He represents (“made alive”).

 How explain the “all” in I Corinthians 15:22?

 Not “all men” head for head.  NB: Romans 5:15 uses 
the word “many.”  (Scripture explains Scripture!)

 “All” refers to “all whom he represents.”

Adam the head/representative of whole human race.

Christ the Head/Representative of the elect (Eph. 1:4).



#2 – Does James 2:14-16 teach 

justification by works?  Cf. Lesson 21.

 JAMES 2:14-16 – “What doth it profit, my brethren,
though a man say he hath faith, and have not works?
can faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister be naked, and
destitute of daily food, 16 And one of you say unto them,
Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled;
notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are
needful to the body; what doth it profit?”

 Explanation:

 Other texts in Scripture very clearly teach we’re not 
justified by works – Rom. 3:27-28, Rom. 4:5, Rom. 5:1, 
Gal. 2:16, Gal. 3:11, Eph. 2:8, Phil. 3:9, etc.

 James 2 – a true faith produces good works, as fruits 
that show faith is genuine.  Matt. 7:16-20, Luke 7:47.

 God not only justifies, but also sanctifies His elect.



#3 – Explain how the proof texts in Q. 9 

prove the benefits of justification.

 PSALM 32:1-2 – “Blessed is he whose transgression is

forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man

unto whom the LORD imputeth not iniquity, …”

 ROMANS 5:1 – “Therefore being justified by faith, we

have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:”

 ROMANS 8:15-17 – “For ye have not received the

spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received

the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.
16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we

are the children of God: 17 And if children, then heirs;

heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that

we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified

together.”



#4 – How does Genesis 15:6 teach that 

Abraham was justified by faith in Christ?

 GENESIS 15:6 – “And he believed in the LORD; 

and he counted it to him for righteousness.”

 Explanation:

 When he believed in “Jehovah,” the object of his 

faith was Christ.  Abraham had faith in Jesus Christ.

 The word “counted” means “imputed, reckoned, put 

to his account.”  (Rom. 4:9, Gal. 3:6, James 2:23)

 Galatians 3:6 – “Even as Abraham believed God, and 

it was accounted to him for righteousness.”

 Thus Abraham’s faith in Christ was the means by 

which he was justified.



#5 – How was the doctrine of justification 

by faith significant for Martin Luther?

 ROMANS 1:17 – “For therein is the righteousness of God
revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall
live by faith.” (Also ROMANS 3:5.)

 Explanation:

- For a long time, Luther thought the “righteousness of 
God” was a righteousness God required of him – that 
he had to earn by doing works.

- He came to see/realize/understand that God was the 
Source of this righteousness.  (Romans 3:21-22)

- It was a righteousness (the righteousness of Christ) 
that God in His grace gives to His elect people.

- The elect do not actively achieve this righteousness, 
but passively receive it – by means of faith alone.


