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The ORDER OF SALVATION

(“ORDO SALUTIS”)

REGENERATION

CALLING

FAITH

JUSTIFICATION

SANCTIFICATION

PRESERVATION

GLORIFICATION



WHAT IS SANCTIFICATION?

 Definition:

 “Sanctification is the work of the Holy Spirit in the
elect of delivering them from the pollution and
control of sin, and making them holy.”

 Elements of Sanctification:

 Sanctification is the work of the Holy Spirit in us.  It is 
not our work (i.e., it is not man’s work).

 It is a continuous work of the Spirit.  It is begun in us in 
this life, and continues throughout our lives.

 When the Spirit sanctifies, He delivers us from the 
control (dominion) & thus from the pollution of sin.

 In the work of sanctification, the Spirit makes us holy 
– so we hate sin, and love & do what is right & good.



WHAT IS THE PLACE OF 

SANCTIFICATION IN SALVATION?

 Sanctification is one of the goals (purposes) of 
God’s election and salvation of His people.

 Scriptures:

 EPHESIANS 1:4 – “According as he hath chosen
us in him before the foundation of the world, that
we should be holy and without blame before him
in love:”

 TITUS 2:14 – “Who gave himself for us, that he
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto
himself a peculiar people, zealous of good
works.”



WHAT DOES THE WORD 

“SANCTIFICATION” MEAN?

 “Sanctification” means “to be made holy.”

 Holiness includes two things:

 (1) Separation from sin.

 (2) Consecration to God.

 That’s the meaning of “holy” in the Bible.

 “Holy God” (Isaiah 6) – God is separated from all 

sin and sinners, and devoted to Himself.

 “Holy city” (Is. 52:1), “Holy temple” (Ps. 5:7), “Holy 

people” (Deut. 7:6) – separate from the wicked 

and ungodly world, and devoted to God.



EXPLAIN SANCTIFICATION

1. Separation from sin

 By nature we are under the power & control of sin.  
We are enslaved, & can only sin.  (Rom. 3:10-19)

 We are delivered from this.  We do not become 
perfect, but sin no longer rules us.  (Rom. 6:11)

 We hate sin (especially our own).  We fight against 
sin, the world, our flesh, and Satan.  (Rom. 7:14-25)

2. Consecration to God

 By nature we are devoted to sin/Satan (sin-seekers), 
and to ourselves (self-seekers).

 Spirit causes us to be devoted to God (Rom. 6:11).  
We love Him, seek Him, and seek to do His will.

 The Spirit’s work within us reveals itself in our actually 
doing good works (Gal. 2:20, I Pet. 4:1-2).

 The Spirit motivates us to do it out of gratitude.



SCRIPTURE REFERENCES

ROMANS 6:11 – “Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be

dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus

Christ our Lord.”

GALATIANS 2:20 – “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I

live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I

now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God,

who loved me, and gave himself for me.”

I PETER 4:1-2 – “Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for

us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same

mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased

from sin; That he no longer should live the rest of his time in

the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God.”



WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN

JUSTIFICATION & SANCTIFICATION?

JUSTIFICATION SANCTIFICATION

A Judicial Act A Spiritual, Ethical Work

Occurs Outside of us Occurs Within us

Delivers from Guilt of Sin Delivers from Pollution of Sin

The Change of our State The Change of our Condition

Completed At Once A Continual Process

Relationship between these two:
 Justification is always First – Sanctification follows

 Justification is the Ground/Basis for our Sanctification

Sanctification is the Inevitable Fruit of Justification

Sanctification is Certain: God sanctifies those He justifies



WHOSE WORK IS SANCTIFICATION?

 The “Holy” Spirit makes us “holy.”

 He does so by using the “means of grace” –

especially the Word and Sacraments.

 He does this work in such a way that we become 

active in a sanctified life.

“Sanctification is all of grace. … When we are sanctified, our
salvation is not turned over to us so that we alone become responsible
for it. In sanctification, we do not suddenly begin to ‘cooperate’ with
God so that our salvation is no longer wholly of grace.

Though we do good works in sanctification, there is still no merit
in these works (Eph. 2:8-10). Though we obey, we still have no reason
to boast. Our holiness, too, is a gift of God, and all the glory and
praise for our sanctification belongs to Him.”

(R. Hanko, Doctrine According to Godliness, p. 206)



SCRIPTURE REFERENCES

 JOHN 17:17 – “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy
word is truth.”

 EPHESIANS 5:26-27 – “That he might sanctify and
cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That
he might present it to himself a glorious church, not
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it
should be holy and without blemish.”

 CANONS OF DORDT, Head V, Art. 14 – “And as it hath
pleased God, by the preaching of the gospel, to
begin this work of grace in us, so he preserves,
continues, and perfects it by the hearing and reading
of His Word, by meditation thereon, and by the
exhortations, threatenings, and promises thereof, as
well as by the use of the sacraments.”



WHAT IS THE EVIDENCE OF 

SANCTIFICATION IN A BELIEVER?

1. The evidence is not Perfection

 Some claim perfection is possible.  E.g., Pentecostals.

 Say: “Some never sin!  Others don’t for days, or weeks!”

 Their basis: Matt. 5:48, I Pet. 1:15-16, I Jn. 3:9.

 Our Response to this claim:

 Old man of sin is in believers till we die, thus we still sin.  
Rom. 7:14ff, Gal. 5:17, I John 1:8.  HC, LD 44.

 Those who claim perfection forget that sin is not just in 
deeds/actions, but in our hearts & minds.  (I Sam. 16:7)

 When Scripture speaks of God’s people being holy, it is 
referring to them being holy “in Christ.”  (II Tim. 1:9)

 Even outstanding “saints” in Scripture were not perfect.  
E.g., Noah, Abraham, David, Peter, etc.



SCRIPTURE REFERENCES

 MATTHEW 5:48 – “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your
Father which is in heaven is perfect.”

 I PETER 1:15-16 – “But as he which hath called you is
holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 16

Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.”

 I JOHN 3:9 – “Whosoever is born of God doth not
commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he
cannot sin, because he is born of God.”

 GALATIANS 5:17 – “For the flesh lusteth against the
Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are
contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the
things that ye would.”

 I JOHN 1:8 – “If we say that we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”



WHAT IS THE EVIDENCE OF 

SANCTIFICATION IN A BELIEVER?
2. The evidence is Doing Good Works

 A holy life is a life of good works.

 The Spirit makes us willing (want to) – Ps. 110:3.

 The Spirit enables us, so we actually do them.

 The Spirit motivates us to do them – Gratitude!

 What Good Works?

 Not (as many say) doing great things in the world, 
and/or making a difference in society!

 But (1) you hate & flee from sin!  See your sin, confess 
it, fight against it.  Ps. 51:16-17, Is. 57:15, II Cor. 7:10.

 And (2) you strive to obey all God’s commands.  Matt. 
22:37-40, John 15:5, I Thess. 5:21-24.

 NB: Heidelberg Catechism, Lord’s Day 33, Q&A 91.



SCRIPTURE REFERENCES

 PSALM 51:16-17 – “For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I
give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering. The sacrifices of
God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God,
thou wilt not despise.”

 ISAIAH 57:15 – “For thus saith the high and lofty One that
inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and
holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit,
to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the
contrite ones.”

 JOHN 15:5 – “I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that
abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit:
for without me ye can do nothing.”

 I THESSALONIANS 5:21-24 – “Prove all things; hold fast that
which is good. Abstain from all appearance of evil. And the
very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your
whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful is he that calleth
you, who also will do it.”



LORD’S DAY 33, Q&A 91

 Q. 91. But what are good works?

 “Only those which proceed from a true faith, are
performed according to the law of God, and to His
glory; and not such as are founded on the
imaginations or the institutions of men.”

 What are good works?

 They arise out of true faith (Rom. 14:23, Rom. 8:7).

 They are in harmony with God’s law (I Sam. 15:22).

 They are done to God’s glory alone (I Cor. 10:31).

 See also:

 Belgic Confession, Art. 24

 Canons of Dordt, Head V, Art. 13ff.



WHY MUST WE DO GOOD WORKS?

NB: Good works are the inevitable fruit of the Spirit’s 
work in believers.  For His work within us doesn’t 
remain within us – it becomes evident in our lives.

 Why are good works necessary for us to do?

1. Good works are required (commanded) by God
(Rom. 12:1-2, Col. 3:1).

2. Good works show our gratitude and thanks to God
(Ps. 136:1-3, I Cor. 6:19-20).

3. Good works serve to honor and glorify God (Isaiah 
43:21, Matt. 5:16, I Pet. 2:5, I Pet. 2:9-10).

4. Good works strengthen our assurance (Gal. 5:24, II 
Pet. 1:10, I John 2:3-6, HC, LD 32, Canons I, 12).

5. Good works used by God to lead others to Christ, 
as He wills  (Matt. 5:16, Rom. 14:19, I Pet. 3:15).



EXPLAIN THE FACT THAT 

SANCTIFICATION IS A CALLING

 Sanctification is not optional.  God requires it of us.

 We are commanded to be holy (Lev. 20:7, I Pet. 1:15-16).

 We must do good works (Matt. 22:37-40, Eph. 2:8-10).

 We need to be holy to see God (Ps. 24:3-5, Heb. 12:14).

 When God gives commands, the results in us are:

 We seek Christ.  The commands make us see salvation is 
all God’s work, and that we always need Christ & grace.

 We obey.  The commands are powerful & effective. God 
causes us to do what He requires – to do it out of thanks.

 We experience our salvation.  It is not experienced 
when we walk in sin, but in the way of a holy walk.

 We realize the perfection God has in store for us in 
heaven, and thus we long more for heaven.



HOLINESS IS REQUIRED
[R. Hanko, Doctrine Acc. to Godliness, p. 208]

Holiness “is not a part-time thing. To be holy,

separated, and consecrated to God, is not only for

the Lord’s day or for a few hours on the Lord’s day.

Also our whole life has been purchased by Christ,

belongs to God, is consecrated to God, and must be

lived in holiness.”

“To this we are called. Because God is holy (I Pet.

1:15-16), because we are chosen and redeemed unto

holiness (Eph. 1:4; I Pet. 1:18-19), and because God

has sent us His Holy Spirit (I Cor. 3:16-17), holiness is

required of us. That call to holiness is heard

repeatedly in Scripture. It is … a serious call.”



HEIDELBERG CATECHISM
L.D. 44, Q&A 114 and 115

Question 114. But can those who are converted to God
perfectly keep these commandments?

Answer. No: but even the holiest men, while in this life,
have only a small beginning of this obedience; yet so, that
with a sincere resolution they begin to live, not only
according to some, but all the commandments of God.

Question 115. Why will God then have the ten
commandments so strictly preached, since no man in this
life can keep them?

Answer. First, that all our lifetime we may learn more and
more to know our sinful nature, and thus become the more
earnest in seeking the remission of sin, and righteousness in
Christ; likewise, that we constantly endeavor and pray to
God for the grace of the Holy Spirit, that we may become
more and more conformable to the image of God, till we
arrive at the perfection proposed to us, in a life to come.



HOW ARE SANCTIFICATION AND 

PRESERVATION RELATED?

 Q&A 9 – “Those whom God sanctifies He preserves
in holiness until their final salvation.”

 Explanation:

 Once saved, always saved!

 An elect child of God cannot lose his salvation.

 Perseveres in faith, good works, repentance, etc.

 Some seem to lose salvation, but their falling away 
shows they weren’t believers.  I Jn. 2:19, Heb. 6:4-6. 

 The reason and only explanation for this is God’s 
absolute sovereignty in salvation.

 This truth is very comforting to every believer.

 John 10:28-29, Rom. 8:38-39, Phil. 1:6, I Pet. 1:23.
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DOCTRINE

LESSON #23 - SANCTIFICATION

EXTRA WORK

[Rev. D. Kleyn, PRCA Missionary]



#1 – Does sanctification have to do with 

original guilt, or with original pollution?  

Psalm 51:5

PSALM 51:5 – “Behold, I was 
shapen in iniquity; and in sin 
did my mother conceive me.”



#2 – In James 2:14-16, what is said about the 

relation between faith and good works?  Is it 

possible to have faith without good works?

• JAMES 2:14-16 – “What doth it profit, my brethren, though
a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith
save him? 15 If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute
of daily food, 16 And one of you say unto them, Depart in
peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give
them not those things which are needful to the body;
what doth it profit?”

• True faith produces good works. Good works are an inevitable
fruit of faith (John 15:5).

• If someone claims to have faith but does not do good works,
he does not have faith. James 2:17 – “Even so faith, if it hath
not works, is dead, being alone.”



#3 – Read Romans 6 and answer the 

following questions:

a) What objection is Paul answering here (vs. 1)?
• Antinomism – Says: “More sin means more grace!  Greater sins 

mean greater grace!  Therefore continue in sin – do more sins!”

b) What is his answer to this objections (vs. 2)?
• “God forbid!” – A true believer will never say or do that.
• It is impossible, for we are dead to sin – vss. 6-7.

c) What does it mean that sin no more reigns over us and
that sin no more has dominion over us (vss. 17, 22)?

• Are not controlled by sin. No longer true that we can only sin.
• HC, Q&A 8 – we are changed because regenerated by the Spirit.

d) What does it mean to be a servant of sin? A servant of
God? (vss. 17, 22)

• Servant of sin is a slave to sin. Sin is the only thing he can do.
• Servant of God means free from sin. Holiness. Able to obey God.



#4 – Look up Hebrews 11:6, Matthew 5:19, 

and I Cor. 10:31 and explain how these prove 

the points in Q&A 7 of the Lesson.

•Q&A 7 – What are good works?  Only those that proceed 
from a true faith, are done in accordance with God’s law, 
and are directed to His glory.
•HEBREWS 11:6 – “But without faith it is impossible to
please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that
he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek
him.”
•MATTHEW 5:19 – “Whosoever therefore shall break one
of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he
shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but
whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be
called great in the kingdom of heaven.”
• I CORINTHIANS 10:31 – “Whether therefore ye eat, or
drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.”


