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ESSENTIALS 24: THE CHURCH



Introduction: WHY IS ECCLESIOLOGY AN 

IMPORTANT SUBJECT?

1. Because God has made it a 

sizeable part of the Bible:

• O.T. History – is the history 

of the church of Christ.

• Matt. 16:18 – Christ’s work is 

that of building His church.

• Acts – Christ gathering His 

church from all nations.

• Rom. 12 & I Cor. 12 – teaches 

re the unity of the church.

• Ephesians – theme is the 

church as Christ’s body.

• Colossians – theme is Christ 

as Head of the church.

• I Timothy – proper behavior 

in the church (3:15).

• Titus – teaches us re good 

order in the church (1:5).

• Revelation 2 & 3 – Christ’s 

criticism of specific churches.

2. Because of what is included in 

ecclesiology:

- The identity of the church.

- The marks of the true church.

- The keys of the kingdom.

- Membership in the church.

- The means of grace (which 

we need for our salvation).



WHAT IS THE CHURCH?

• Definition in Q&A 1 – “The church is the elect body of 
Christ, which is revealed on earth as the gathering of elect 
believers and their seed.”

• Definition in Hoeksema’s Reformed Dogmatics – “The 
church is the body of Christ, an organic whole, of which 
they who are chosen from before the foundation of the 
world constitute the members, gathered by the Son of God 
through His Spirit and Word in all ages and from all the 
nations of the world, and manifesting itself on earth as the 
gathering of believers and their seed in the institute.”

• Ephesians 1:22-23 – “And hath put all things under his feet, 
and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, 
Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.”



HEIDELBERG CATECHISM

LORD’S DAY 21, Q&A 54

• Question 54: What believest thou concerning the "holy
catholic church" of Christ?

• Answer 54: That the Son of God from the beginning to
the end of the world, gathers, defends, and preserves
to himself by His Spirit and word, out of the whole
human race, a church chosen to everlasting life,
agreeing in true faith; and that I am and for ever shall
remain, a living member thereof.

Romans 9:23-24 – “That he might make known the riches
of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he afore
prepared unto glory, Even us, whom he hath called, not
of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles.”



BELGIC CONFESSION OF FAITH

Art. 27 – Of The Catholic Christian Church

We believe and profess, one catholic or universal Church, which
is an holy congregation, of true Christian believers, all expecting
their salvation in Jesus Christ, being washed by his blood,
sanctified and sealed by the Holy Ghost. This Church hath been
from the beginning of the world, and will be to the end thereof;
which is evident from this, that Christ is an eternal King, which,
without subjects, cannot be. And this holy Church is preserved
or supported by God, against the rage of the whole world;
though she sometimes (for a while) appears very small, and in
the eyes of men, to be reduced to nothing: as during the perilous
reign of Ahab, the Lord reserved unto him seven thousand men,
who had not bowed their knees to Baal. Furthermore, this holy
Church is not confined, bound, or limited to a certain place or to
certain persons, but is spread and dispersed over the whole
world; and yet is joined and united with heart and will, by the
power of faith, in one and the same spirit.



WHAT NAMES DOES THE BIBLE USE

FOR THE CHURCH?

1. “CONGREGATION/ASSEMBLY/GATHERING”

• Numbers 16:24, Numbers 27:17.

• Believers called/commanded to gather together.

• Thus believers actually meeting together.

• They do so because they have something in common.

2. “BRIDE OF CHRIST”

• Ephesians 5:22-24, 5:33, Revelation 21:2, 9.

• The true marriage is between Christ and the church.  
Our earthly marriages must reflect it.

• The church must behave toward Christ as a wife is 
called to do in relation to her husband.



WHAT NAMES DOES THE BIBLE USE

FOR THE CHURCH?

3. “BODY OF CHRIST”

• Ephesians 1:23, Romans 12:5, I Corinthians 12:27.

• The church has a Head – not any man, but Christ.

• The church is a living organism – it grows from within.

• The church is complete – cannot add or subtract.

• Each member is needed, and each needs the others.

4. “CALLED OUT ONES”

• Matthew 16:18, 18:17, Ephesians 1:4, 5:25-27, I Peter 2:9.

• Greek word “ekklesia” (ekklhsi,a).  Translated “church.”

• Called out of the world and separated from the ungodly.

• The members of the church are the saved people of God.

• Our place in the church is because of God’s grace alone.



IMPLICATIONS OF THE CHURCH’S NAME

“CALLED OUT ONES”

“That members of the church are called out refers not 

only to their salvation from sin (they are called out of 
darkness), but also to their spiritual separation from the 

world and its wickedness (II Cor. 6:14-18).  Implied in the 

name church, therefore, is the holiness and obedience of 

the church’s members.  A church whose members are 

not holy does not deserve the name church.”

(R. Hanko, Doctrine According to Godliness, p. 219)

Ephesians 1:4 – elected unto holiness.

Colossians 1:21-22 – redeemed unto holiness.



WHO ARE THE MEMBERS

OF THE CHURCH?

• The members of the church are ALL THE ELECT.

• All those who are “called out” of darkness into God’s 
marvelous light (I Peter 2:9).

• Christ has only one body and one bride.

• We confess, in Apostles’ Creed, “an” holy catholic church.

• John 10:16, John 17:20-21, Ephesians 4:3-6, 4:12.

• Note two things:

1. Both Jews and Gentiles belong to the church.

• One church from all nations, and from every age of history.

• Romans 2:28-29, Galatians 3:28-29.

2. Usually the members of the church are believers and their 
seed/children – Genesis 17:7, Acts 2:39.



WHAT ABOUT THE MEMBERS

OF THE CHURCH AS AN INSTITUTE?

• The church (as the elect) becomes visible in the world.

• As an instituted church – an organized congregation.

• With office-bearers, membership, church order, etc.

• Identified by 3 marks: preaching, sacraments, discipline.

• Usually as a gathering of believers and their children.

• But not everyone in an instituted church belongs to the 
church as the body and bride of Christ.

• Some are only members outwardly.  The church institute 
may have reprobates in it (often as hypocrites).

• The true members are the spiritual members.

• Rom. 2:28-29 – “… he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; …”

• Rom. 9:6-7 – “… they are not all Israel, which are of Israel.”



WHAT IS THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN 

CHURCH VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE?

• Can we tell who are the members of Christ’s church?

• Not absolutely, for we cannot tell who the elect are.

• But we can tell them by their fruits (Matt. 7:16-20).

• This is what is meant by the distinction between 
church “visible” and church “invisible.”

• INVISIBLE – the spiritual life of the elect (their new life of 
regeneration, faith, righteousness, hope, peace, ….)

• VISIBLE – the outward confession and walk of the elect 
members of Christ (what they say, what they do).

• More importantly, you can know personally that you 
are a member of Christ’s body (LD 21, Q&A 54).



• Matthew 7:16-20
• “Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather

grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? Even so every good
tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth
forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit,
neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every
tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and
cast into the fire. Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know
them.”

• Heidelberg Catechism, Lord’s Day 21
• What believest thou concerning the "holy catholic

church" of Christ?
• Answer: That the Son of God from the beginning to the

end of the world, gathers, defends, and preserves to
himself by His Spirit and word, out of the whole human
race, a church chosen to everlasting life, agreeing in true
faith; and that I am and for ever shall remain, a living
member thereof.



WHAT IS THE DISTINCTION: CHURCH 

MILITANT, TRIUMPHANT, AND LATENT?

• Church MILITANT

• The church (elect) that is still on earth, as a fighting church.

• Not physical, but spiritual warfare – II Cor. 10:4, Eph. 6:11-12.

• Church TRIUMPHANT

• The church (elect) that is already in heaven.  II Tim. 4:7-8.

• Their spiritual battles are over.  Victorious and glorified.

• Church LATENT

• The church (elect) that hasn’t been born yet.

• The end of time awaits their birth and salvation (Matt. 24:14).

• Notes:

• The church militant is already triumphant – Romans 8:37.

• The church triumphant is still militant – Revelation 6:9.



WHO GATHERS THE CHURCH?

• “To gather” the church means “to save” the elect.

• Q&A 2 – “Christ gathers His church by His Word & Spirit.”

• Ephesians 5:26-27, Ephesians 2:13-17

• The gathering of the church is not the work of man.

• Not ministers, missionaries, church members, parents, etc.

• None of the above is able to save anyone – not even a little.

• It is Christ’s work alone.

• He alone knows who the elect are, and where they are.

• He calls and sends men as ministers to preach His Word.

• He sees to it that His elect hear the preaching of the gospel.

• He alone is able to save.  He alone is powerful to save.



HOW DOES CHRIST

GATHER THE CHURCH?

• He uses His preached Word – Romans 10:13-15.

• (13) For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.

• (14) How then shall they call on him in whom they have not 
believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have 
not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?

• (15) And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is 
written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel 
of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!

• The Spirit powerfully applies that Word.

• ZECHARIAH 4:6 – “This is the word of the LORD … Not by 
might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.”

• It is not any man, but the irresistible Spirit of Christ Who 
regenerates, calls, gives faith, works faith, assures, etc.



HEIDELBERG CATECHISM

LORD’S DAY 21, Q&A 54

Q. 54: What believest thou concerning the
"holy catholic church" of Christ?

Answer: That the Son of God from the
beginning to the end of the world, gathers,
defends, and preserves to himself by His
Spirit and word, out of the whole human race,
a church chosen to everlasting life, agreeing
in true faith; and that I am and for ever shall
remain, a living member thereof.



WHAT IS THE CHURCH

AS AN INSTITUTE?

• “Church Institute” refers to an organized congregation.

• Believers gather/assemble together in a specific location in order 
to worship God together.

• They have done this throughout history, beginning in Gen. 4:26 –
“… then began men to call upon the name of the LORD.”

• Characteristics of the church as an institute.

1. It is established on the basis of unity of faith (Eph. 4:5, Jude 3).

2. It is usually a gathering of believers and their seed.

3. It often has wicked reprobate persons as members.

4. It is never perfect on earth, but always in need of reforming.

5. It is solely under the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ.

• Believers place themselves under the Headship of Christ.

• As represented by the special offices: ministers, elders, deacons.

• As He rules over them by means of His Word and Spirit.



THE CALLING TO BE

A CHURCH MEMBER

• Each believer has the calling to be a member of an instituted 
church on earth.
• Hebrews 10:25 – “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves

together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and
so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.”

• We need to be members because we need the means of grace –
Rom. 1:16, Rom. 10:13-15, Eph. 4:15-16.

• We need to be members because God’s blessing comes through 
church membership – Psalm 87, Psalm 122, Psalm 128:5.

• Belgic Confession, Article 28 – “That every one is bound to 
join himself to the true Church.”
• “…no person of whatsoever state or condition he may be, ought to

withdraw himself, to live in a separate state from it; but all men are
in duty bound to join and unite themselves with it…”

• “… all those who separate themselves from the same, or do not join
themselves to it, act contrary to the ordinance of God.”



Doctrine According To Godliness, p. 221

Rev. R. Hanko

In connection with church membership, the distinction 
between congregation and body is also significant.  
While we have an obligation to join ourselves to the 
visible church, that is, to a local congregation (Heb. 

10:25), it is God who joins us to the body of Christ by 
election and by the blood of Calvary (Col. 1:12-14).

HEBREWS 10:25 – “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as
the manner of some is; but exhorting one another:…”

COLOSSIANS 1:12-14 – “Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us
meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: Who hath
delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the
kingdom of his dear Son: In whom we have redemption through his blood,
even the forgiveness of sins:”



THE NEED FOR

THE MARKS OF THE CHURCH

• Each believer faces a crucial question:

• “Which church should I join?  Which church should I be a 

member of?  How can I tell if a church is true, or false?”

• There are many churches available – many call themselves a 

church.  How does one decide which church to join?

• The answer: By means of the MARKS of the true church!

• Every believer needs the “marks of the true church,” 

because as Art. 29 of Belgic Confession states:

• “We believe that we ought diligently and circumspectly to
discern from the Word of God which is the true Church, since
all sects which are in the world assume to themselves the
name of the Church. …”



WHAT ARE THE MARKS

OF THE TRUE CHURCH

• Three identifying marks:

1. PREACHING: Pure Preaching of the Word

2. SACRAMENTS: Proper Administration of the Sacraments

3. DISCIPLINE: Faithful Exercise of Christian Discipline

• Belgic Confession, Article 29

• “The marks, by which the true Church is known, are these: if the
pure doctrine of the gospel is preached therein; if she maintains
the pure administration of the sacraments as instituted by Christ;
if church discipline is exercised in punishing of sin: in short, if all
things are managed according to the pure Word of God, all
things contrary thereto rejected, and Jesus Christ acknowledged
as the only Head of the Church. Hereby the true Church may
certainly be known, …”



THE 1ST MARK:

PURE PREACHING OF THE WORD

What Not:

 A believer may not be satisfied with just any preaching.

 May not be a member where false doctrine is preached.

What is Pure Preaching of the Word:

 The faithful preaching of the truths of Scripture.

 The preaching of the whole counsel of God.

 Must seek the church that is most faithful to the Bible.

Thus the calling to do what ACTS 17:11 mentions:

 “These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they
received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the
scriptures daily, whether those things were so.”



THE 2nd MARK:

PROPER ADMINISTRATION OF SACRAMENTS

(1) The proper number of sacraments.

 Not 7 sacraments: Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, Penance, 

Anointing of the Sick, Holy Order, Marriage.

 Only 2 sacraments (because these have Biblical basis):

 Baptism – Matthew 28:19, Mark 16:16, Acts 2:39.

 Lord’s Supper – Matt. 26:26-29, Lk. 22:19-20, I Cor. 11:23-26.

(2) The proper administration of the sacraments.

 E.g., Not the mass, but the Lord’s Supper.

 E.g., Not adult baptism, but infant baptism.

(3) The proper supervision of who partakes of the sacraments.

 Re both sacraments, only confessing members in good standing.

 Not “open” but “close” communion (I Cor. 11:27-29, Acts 20:28).



THE 3RD MARK:

FAITHFUL EXERCISE OF CHRISTIAN DISCIPLINE

 Church discipline is the responsibility of elders.

 They represent Christ as King and are called to rule in the church.

 Commands re discipline: Matt. 18:17, Acts 20:28, II Thess. 3:14-15.

 Members are (and continue to be) objects of discipline if they err 
in doctrine or life, and remain impenitent.

 The purpose and goal of Christian discipline is the restoration of 
the erring member.  Matthew 18:15.

 The Church Order gives detailed biblical instruction re discipline:

 Art. 71 – The Character of Christian Discipline

 Art. 72-73 – Discipline for Private Sins

 Art. 74-78 – Discipline for Public Sins

 Art. 79-80 – Discipline of Office Bearers

 A true church does not ignore sin, but instead deals with sin!



PREACHING: THE ALL-IMPORTANT AND 

CONTROLLING MARK OF A TRUE CHURCH

In a sense all three marks are comprehended in the first mark. The
sacraments and Christian discipline have no meaning without the
preaching of the Word. The sacraments depend on the Word because
the sacraments do nothing else than represent and seal visibly and
tangibly that which is set forth in the Word. And Christian discipline
depends on the Word because the very content and power of Christian
discipline is the Word of Christ. Besides, the preaching of the Word is
chief because where the Word is purely preached, there neither the
sacraments nor Christian discipline will very readily be corrupted. There
is instruction; there the will of Christ is made known; there the truth is
proclaimed. And where this is done, the sacraments are not likely to be
profaned, nor Christian discipline neglected. Principally, therefore, we
may reduce these three marks to the one, all-important mark: of the
preaching of the Word. And we may say that where the Word is
preached, there is Christ and His church. Where the Word is not
preached, there the church is not present and there Christ is not. And
where that Word is adulterated in the preaching, there the church is
faced by the alternative of either repenting or dying!



THE BELIEVER’S USE

OF THESE THREE MARKS

 A church does not become a false church overnight.

 Departure is usually a lengthy process.

 But once a church starts departing, it continues.

 The believer is therefore called to seek membership in the 
church that is most faithful.

 Seek membership in the “truest” manifestation of a true church –
where all three marks are most clearly present.

 Note: It is not the case that there is just one true church on 
earth, and all other churches are false churches.

 The believer is called to make public confession of faith in 
that church, and thus to become an active member.

 Romans 10:8-11.

 Matthew 10:32-33.



THE GOVERNMENT

OF THE CHURCH

 Church Government applies to the church as an institute.

 That instituted church has the three special offices of (1) minister, (2) 
elders, and (3) deacons.  These men are the officebearers.

 That instituted church is given and is called to exercise, through the 
officebearers, the keys of the kingdom of heaven.

 Proper church government is required – I Cor. 14:40, 14:33, 14:26.

 Church government is especially the responsibility of officebearers.

Q. 8 – What offices did Christ institute in His church on earth?

The offices of minister, elder, and deacon. Acts 6. Eph. 4:11-12.

Q. 9 – What are the keys of the kingdom?

The preaching of the Word and the exercise of Christian

discipline, by which the kingdom is opened and shut to

believers and unbelievers. John 20:23.



THE SUPREME HEADSHIP OF CHRIST

IN HIS CHURCH

Christ’s Headship is the FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE 

of Reformed (biblical) Church Government

 Christ is Head of the church.
 He is the chief (really the only) officebearer in His church.

 He has absolute authority – the right to rule in the church.

 He is the One Who rules, governs, decides, disciplines, etc.

 No one else may claim to be the head – not the pope, not a 
bishop, not a minister, not an elder, not a member.

 No believer should or may subject himself/herself to anyone 
else, except to the Lord Jesus Christ.

 Christ is the Head of the church for especially two reasons:
 Because of Who He is.

 Because of What He has done for the church.



BIBLICAL PROOF FOR 

CHRIST’S HEADSHIP

 MATTHEW 28:18 – “And Jesus came and spake unto them,
saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.”

 I CORINTHIANS 15:27a – “For he hath put all things under his
feet.”

 EPHESIANS 1:20-23 – “Which he wrought in Christ, when he
raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the
heavenly places, Far above all principality, and power, and might,
and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this
world, but also in that which is to come: And hath put all things
under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the
church, Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.”

 COLOSSIANS 1:18 – “And he is the head of the body, the church:
who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things
he might have the preeminence.”



CONFESSIONAL STATEMENTS RE

CHRIST’S HEADSHIP

 Lord’s Day 12 of the Heidelberg Catechism
 Q. 31 – Why is He called Christ, that is, anointed?

 A. 31 – Because he is ordained of God the Father, and anointed with
the Holy Ghost, to be our chief Prophet and Teacher, who has fully
revealed to us the secret counsel and will of God concerning our
redemption; and to be our only High Priest, who by the one sacrifice of
his body, has redeemed us, and makes continual intercession with the
Father for us; and also to be our eternal King, who governs us by his
word and Spirit, and who defends and preserves us in (the enjoyment
of) that salvation, he has purchased for us.

 Belgic Confession:

 Art. 29 – the marks of the true church summarized this way: “Jesus 
Christ is acknowledged as the only Head of the church.”

 Art. 31 – all ministers are “ministers of Christ, the only universal 
bishop, and the only Head of the church.”

 Art. 32 – the church must “not depart from those things which 
Christ, our only Master, has instituted.”



WHO IS IT THAT REPRESENTS

CHRIST IN HIS CHURCH?

Christ (because He is in heaven) appoints men to 

represent Him in His church on earth.

 He is represented by men in the three special offices:

 Ministers who represent Christ as Prophet.

 Elders who represent Christ as King.

 Deacons who represent Christ as Priest.

 Each man is given a special/unique work to do in his office:

 Ministers – authority to preach.

 Elders – authority to rule.

 Deacons – authority to dispense the mercy of Christ.

 Each lawfully called officebearer receives his authority from Christ:

 Christ Calls: He appoints/chooses the men who will represent Him.

 He Qualifies: He equips men, giving them the ability to do the work.



WHAT PROOFS ARE THERE FOR

THREE OFFICES IN THE CHURCH?

 The Bible mentions these three 
offices:

 Ministers: Romans 10:14-15, 
Ephesians 4:11-12.

 Elders: Acts 20:28, Titus 1:5.

 Deacons: Acts 6:1-6, I Timothy 
3:8ff.

 The Bible gives different 
commands re each office:

 II Timothy 4:1-5, Titus 2:1, 
Romans 10:14, I Cor. 9:16

 Acts 20:28, I Timothy 3:5, I 
Peter 5:1-4

 Acts 6:1-6, Acts 4:35

 The Bible gives different 
qualifications for each of these 
offices:

 I Timothy 3:1-13.

 Titus 1:5-9.

 Acts 6:3.

 These are the 3 aspects to the 
office of Christ.

 Minister (Prophet); Elder (King); 
Deacon (Priest).

 When all three are present in a 
church, then Christ is fully 
represented and thus fully 
present in His church.



HOW DOES CHRIST CHOOSE AND APPOINT 

MEN TO REPRESENT HIM IN OFFICE?

1. As the Head of the Church, Christ Himself decides who will 
represent Him in His church.

 ROMANS 10:14-15 – “… How shall they hear without a preacher? And
how shall they preach, except they be sent? …”

 HEBREWS 5:4 – “And no man taketh this honor unto himself, but he
that is called of God, as was Aaron.”

 MATTHEW 9:38 – “Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he
will send forth labourers into his harvest.”

2. Christ chooses/calls the men who will represent Him through
the call of the instituted church.

 ACTS 14:23 – “And when they had ordained them elders in every
church, and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the
Lord, on whom they believed.”

 ACTS 6:3 – “Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of
honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may
appoint over this business.”



FURTHER PROOFS ONE MUST BE CALLED BY 

CHRIST IN ORDER TO BE AN OFFICEBEARER

 Amos 7:15 – “And the LORD took me as I followed the flock, and

the LORD said unto me, Go, prophesy unto my people Israel.”

 Is. 6:8 – “Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I

send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me.”

 Jeremiah 23:21 – “I have not sent these prophets, yet they ran: I

have not spoken to them, yet they prophesied.”

 Matthew 4:19, 9:9, etc. – “And he saith unto them, Follow me,

and I will make you fishers of men.”

 Rom. 10:15 – “And how shall they preach, except they be sent?”

 Acts 20:28 – “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the

flock, over the which the Holy Ghost has made you overseers, ...”

 Hebrews 5:4 – “And no man taketh this honour unto himself, but

he that is called of God, as was Aaron.”



PROOFS THAT CHRIST CHOOSES 

OFFICEBEARERS THROUGH THE CHURCH

 Acts 14:23 – “And when they had ordained them elders in every church,
and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on
whom they believed.”

 Acts 6:3 – “Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of
honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint
over this business.”

 II Corinthians 8:19 – “And not that only, but who was also chosen of
the churches to travel with us with this grace, which is administered by
us to the glory of the same Lord, and declaration of your ready mind:”

 I Timothy 4:14 – “Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given
thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery.”

 Belgic Confession, Art. 31: “We believe that the ministers of God’s
Word, and the elders and deacons, ought to be chosen to their respective
offices by a lawful election by the Church, …”



CONFESSIONAL REFERENCES RE CHRIST CHOOSING 

OFFICEBEARERS THROUGH THE CHURCH

 Belgic Confession of Faith, Article 31:

 “We believe that the ministers of God’s Word, and the elders
and deacons, ought to be chosen to their respective offices by a
lawful election by the Church, …”

 “… Therefore every one must take heed, not to intrude himself
by indecent means, but is bound to wait till it shall please God to
call him; that he may have testimony of his calling, and be
certain and assured that it is of the Lord.”

 Form of Ordination of Elders and Deacons (p. 104 in Psalter):

 The first question asked of Elders and Deacons when they are
installed into office is: “And in the first place I ask you, both
elders and deacons, whether you do feel in your hearts that ye
are lawfully called of God’s church, and consequently of God
Himself, to these your respective holy offices?”



THE BASIS FOR NOMINATING AND 

VOTING FOR OFFICEBEAERS

 THE BASIS:

 Not popularity, wealth, friendliness, education, status, age, 
availability, wanting to serve, etc.

 Simply this: “What man is best qualified?  Who has the gifts 
to serve as the minister? As the elder?  As the deacon?”

 Qualifications for ELDERS:

 I TIMOTHY 3:1-7.

 TITUS 1:5-9.

 Qualifications for DEACONS

 ACTS 6:1-7.

 I TIMOTHY 3:8-12.



WHY MALE OFFICEBEARERS ONLY?

 Why men only as ministers, elders, and deacons?

 Women in office is contrary to the biblical principle (which 

God gave) of male headship.

 God gave men headship over women when He created 

mankind:

Genesis 2:7 – Adam was created first.

Gen. 2:16-17 – Adam was given the commands 

concerning the trees in the Garden of Eden.

Gen. 2:18 – Eve was created as a “help” for Adam.

Gen. 2:21-23 – Eve was created from ( “out of”) Adam.

 Women may not be in a position of authority over men.



PROOFS FOR MALE OFFICEBEARERS

1. Men were the prophets, priests and kings in the OT church.

2. Men were called as the disciples and apostles in NT church.

3. I Corinthians 14:34-35 – “Let your women keep silence in the
churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but they are
commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law. And if
they will learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at home: for
it is a shame for women to speak in the church.”

4. I Timothy 2:12 [cf. I Tim. 3:15] – “But I suffer not a woman to
teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence.”

5. Acts 6:3 – “Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven
men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom
we may appoint over this business.”

6. I Tim. 3 & Titus 1 – Qualifications for officebearers apply to 
men: “the husband of one wife,” “a man,” “their wives,” etc.



THE PLACE OF WOMEN IN THE CHURCH

 Although women may not be officebearers, a woman is not a 
“nobody” in the church.  She has a place and calling that is 
crucially important for the welfare of the church.

 I Tim. 2:15 – “Notwithstanding she shall be saved in childbearing, if 
they continue in faith and charity and holiness with sobriety.”
 The high calling of women in the church is “childbearing” – to be a 

mother and all that it involves and implies.

 God gives women the unique gifts needed for this calling: physical, 
emotional, spiritual.

 Thus the Lord calls them to fulfil this calling – Titus 2:3-5.

 This is the main calling of women in the church.
 They are directly involved in Christ’s work of saving His church.

 They have the privilege of bringing forth covenant children.

 They have the privilege of raising those children in God’s ways.



THE QUALIFICATIONS FOR

ELDERS (and MINISTERS)

I TIMOTHY 3:2-7 – “A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of
one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to
teach; Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but
patient, not a brawler, not covetous; One that ruleth well his own
house, having his children in subjection with all gravity; (For if a man
know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the
church of God?) Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall
into the condemnation of the devil. Moreover he must have a good
report of them which are without; lest he fall into reproach and the
snare of the devil.”

TITUS 1:6-9 – “If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, having
faithful children not accused of riot or unruly. For a bishop must be
blameless, as the steward of God; not selfwilled, not soon angry, not
given to wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre; But a lover of
hospitality, a lover of good men, sober, just, holy, temperate; Holding
fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by
sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers.”



THE QUALIFICATIONS FOR

ELDERS (and MINISTERS)

The Scriptures teach the following are some of the 

chief requirements for Elders & Ministers:

 Exemplary conduct in everyday life.

 Patience.

 Humility.

 Ability to instruct others.

 A good knowledge of God’s Word.

 Loyalty to the doctrinal position of the Church.

 Good judgment.

 Self-denial.



THE WORK/DUTIES OF ELDERS

 Elders represent Christ as KING in His church

 Proof in the name “overseer” in Scripture.

 “Elder” – this name puts emphasis on qualifications.

 “Bishop” – means “overseer.”  Emphasis on his work.

 That they are “kings” determines what their work is, what 
their duties are.

 Scripture References re Duties of Elders:

 I Timothy 3:4-5

 Acts 20:28

 I Peter 5:1-3

 Hebrews 13:17

 Titus 1:7



SCRIPTURE REFERENCES RE

THE DUTIES OF ELDERS

 I TIMOTHY 3:4-5 – “One that ruleth well his own house, having
his children in subjection with all gravity; (For if a man know not
how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church
of God?)”

 ACTS 20:28 – “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the
flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to
feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own
blood.”

 I PETER 5:1-3 – “The elders which are among you I exhort, who
am also an elder …: Feed the flock of God which is among you,
taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for
filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; Neither as being lords over God's
heritage, but being ensamples to the flock.”

 HEBREWS 13:17 – “Obey them that have the rule over you, and
submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, ...”

 TITUS 1:7 – “A bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God”



SUMMARY OF DUTIES OF ELDERS

1. See that all is done Decently and in Good Order

 I Corinthians 14:40, I Timothy 3:15, Titus 1:5, Titus 1:7.

 As kings, must maintain good order in the church of Christ.

2. Rule over the Members

 Take oversight of their confession and lives.

 Protect the members (sheep).

3. Rule over the Officebearers

 Supervise the minister – his doctrine and life.

 Supervise the deacons as they dispense the mercies of Christ.

 Supervise each other as elders (Acts 20:28).

4. Exercise Christian Discipline

 Q&A 9 – Elders are responsible for the keys of the kingdom.

 Exercise Discipline with a view to restoring the erring member.

5. Be Examples to God’s people – I Tim. 3:2, Acts 20:28, I Pet. 5:3.



ELDERS WORKING TOGETHER

Prof. H. Hanko, Notes On The Church Order

It is important for the well being of the church that the
elders faithfully perform their work. Each elder has the
individual calling to watch over the church and he must,
of necessity, engage in much personal labor. However,
he has his authority only in conjunction with the other
elders, so that no individual elder can take unilateral
action. Every decision must be by the body, and the
official action of the elders must be by the consistory as
a whole.



THE QUALIFICATIONS FOR DEACONS

Acts 6:3 mentions three essential qualifications for Deacons.  

These parallel the qualifications mentioned in I Timothy 3.

 OF GOOD REPORT

 Men held in high esteem, especially by their fellow Christians.

 Because of exemplary Christian conduct in homes and society.

 FULL OF THE SPIRIT

 Men who are spiritual, and full of the fruit of the Spirit: love, etc.

 These are essential in dispensing the mercies of Christ.

 FULL OF WISDOM

 Men being able to make good judgments.

 So they help the right persons in the right way.



WHY DEACONS ARE NEEDED

 Because of the reality of POVERTY.
 Deut. 15:11 – “For the poor shall never cease out of the land:

therefore I command thee, saying, Thou shalt open thine hand
wide unto thy brother, to thy poor, and to thy needy, in thy land.”

 Matthew 26:11, Mark 14:7, John 12:8.

 We shouldn’t be surprised by the fact that the people of God 
are poor.  I Corinthians 1:26-29, James 2:5.

 God has a special love & concern for the poor of His people. 
Leviticus 23:22, Psalms 12:5, Psalm 35:10, Isaiah 25:4.

 God is very angry at anyone who does not help the poor, or 
takes advantage of the poor.  Amos 2:6, James 5:1-6.

 Thus God provides for the poor of His people – through the 
Office of Deacon and the Benevolence Fund.



DUTIES OF DEACONS: IN GENERAL

 Deacons represent Christ as Priest

 This determines what their duties are, and also points 
out how they must carry out these duties.

 Christ as our Priest (1) has pity for the poor in their 
misery – deacons must have the same pity!

 Christ as our Priest (2) delivers the poor out of their 
misery – deacons must strive to do the same!

 NOTE:

 Christ is not stingy or harsh in His giving to His people, 
but gracious and generous.

 The deacons must reflect this in their work with and 
giving to the poor – be gracious and generous.



DUTIES OF DEACONS: SPECIFICS

1. COLLECTING THE ALMS
 The deacons collect and receive the financial gifts and other 

gifts from the congregation.

 Implies the congregation has the duty to give, so the deacons 
are able to do their work.  Psalm 41:1, Matthew 6:33.

 Need a “Benevolence Fund” collection. Acts 11:27-30, I 
Corinthians 16:1-2, Galatians 2:10, L.D. 38.

2. DISTRIBUTING THE ALMS
 Give faithfully and diligently to the poor, as Christ would.

 Follow the principle of giving “according to need.”

3. COMFORTING THE POOR
 Not only provide for physical needs of the poor, but also 

(especially) for their spiritual needs (which they will have).

 Bring “comfortable words from the Scriptures” to the needy.



TWO IMPORTANT NOTES

REGARDING THE DUTIES OF DEACONS

 It must be remembered that the family of the poor is first 

of all responsible to care for the poor.

 I Timothy 5:8 – “But if any provide not for his own, and
specially for those of his own house, he hath denied the
faith, and is worse than an infidel.”

 One who doesn’t do this is worse than an unbeliever.

 The office of deacon does not eliminate the calling of 

God’s people to personally show mercy to each other.

 Matthew 5:7, Luke 6:35.

 Galatians 6:10, James 1:27.

 Matthew 25:31-46.


