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 “Eschatology” is from two Greek words:
 ἔσχατος (last) + λέγειν (to speak).
 What the Bible says about last things.

 Eschatology refers to and includes the doctrines of 
Scripture concerning the end times.
 Truths concerning what must take place in history in order to 

bring about the end of this present world.
 I.e., the truths of Scripture concerning Christ’s coming, 

which coming will bring about the end of history.  

 Eschatology therefore includes the events that precede, 
accompany, and follow the coming of Christ.

 I John 2:18.
 I Peter 1:20.



1) The Intermediate State
2) The Precursory Signs
3) The Antichrist (a precursory sign)
4) The Millennium
5) The Return of Christ (Parousia)
6) The Final Resurrection
7) The Final Judgment
8) The Future Age (hell and heaven)



1) Eschatology answers some of man’s basic questions:
 “What is next?  What happens after this life?”

 “Where will I go (myself personally) when I die?”

 “Where is the whole universe headed?”

2) Eschatology sets forth the content of a Christian’s hope.  
We live in the hope of all these things coming to pass.

3) Eschatology is a prominent doctrine in the church world 
today.  There are many erroneous teachings.

4) Eschatology is a prominent doctrine in the Scriptures: 
E.g., OT Psalms, OT Prophets, Gospels, Acts, Romans, 
Corinthians, Thessalonians, Peter, John, Revelation.



 Definition:
 “ The intermediate state is the state of the soul – whether

of the righteous or of the wicked, of the believer or of the
unbeliever – immediately after temporal or physical death
and before the final resurrection.” [Herman Hoeksema]

 Sometimes referred to as “individual eschatology.”
 “Universal eschatology” = the truth of the last things re 

the entire universe and the entire church.

 “Individual eschatology” = the truth of the last things re 
every individual, both elect and reprobate.

 The final state of each individual (where spends eternity) 
is already realized (in part) at the moment he/she dies.



1. Because the Bible teaches that the intermediate 
state is part of our salvation in Christ, and a 
significant aspect of the believer’s hope.

2. Because of serious errors that exist regarding it:
 Purgatory

 Soul Sleep

3. Because it is a Confessional truth:
 H.C., Q&A 42 – “Our death is … an abolishing of sin, and a 

passage into eternal life.”

 H.C., Q&A. 57 – “… my soul after this life shall be immediately 
taken up to Christ its head; …”



1. Death is Punishment
 It is not simply a natural process, but God’s punishment for sin.

 Sinners have no right to life: Gen. 2:17, Ezek. 18:4, Rom. 6:23.

 Not punishment for believers: I Cor. 15:54-57, HC Q. 42, Ps. 116:15.

2. Death is Separation of Body and Soul
 Man was created a unity of body and soul.

 These are violently torn apart from each other through death.

 That’s why death is our last enemy (I Corinthians 15:26).

3. Death is the End of all that is Earthly
 Everything earthly is finished.  We do not return to these again.  

Matthew 22:30, Luke 12:20, II Corinthians 5:1-8.

 Death is the end to all earthly relationships, possessions, pursuits, 
interests, experiences, pleasures, ways of thinking, etc.



 All must die – both believers and unbelievers!
 Hebrews 9:27 – “And as it is appointed unto men once to 

die, but after this the judgment:”  (HC, LD 16)
 A few exceptions: Enoch, Elijah, Believers at the end of 

time (I Thess. 4:15-17, I Cor. 15:51).
 Death is an appointment with God we cannot avoid.  We 

ought to keep that in mind: Eccl. 7:2-4, Psalm 90:12.

 Why do believers need to die?
1. So that by our living a while on earth all the elect are born.
2. So we experience and are fully conscious of God’s grace.
3. Death is a chastisement that serves our eternal good.
4. Death abolishes sin in us & is an entrance into eternal life.
5. Our bodies cannot be glorified until the end of time.
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 Eschatology is the study of the doctrines of Scripture 
concerning the end times:
 A study of the truths concerning Christ’s final coming, which 

coming will bring about the end of history.  
 Includes events in NT history that precede, accompany, and 

follow the coming of Christ (I John 2:18, I Peter 1:20).

 Includes the following:
 The Intermediate State
 The Precursory Signs (including Antichrist)
 The Millennium
 The Return of Christ (Parousia)
 The Final Resurrection
 The Final Judgment
 The Future Age (hell and heaven)



 Definition: “ The intermediate state is the state of
the soul – whether of the righteous or of the wicked,
of the believer or of the unbeliever – immediately
after temporal or physical death and before the final
resurrection.”

 For the Wicked:
 When they die they go consciously in their souls to hell.

 They already begin to suffer God’s wrath in their souls.

 Proof in Luke 16:19-26.

 Proof in the contrast to the state of the righteous.



1. LIMBUS PATRUM – for Old Testament saints.

2. LIMBUS INFANTUM – for unbaptized infants.

3. PURGATORY
 Is a literal place where the souls of saints, who will eventually 

get to heaven, are purged from the impurities of their sins by 
being punished for their sins.  Thus prepared for heaven.

 Christ paid for the eternal aspect of the punishment for sins, 
but the saints themselves must bear the temporal 
punishments that still remain for their sins.

 Connected with purgatory are these Romish practices:
▪ Prayers for the dead – in order to get them out of purgatory.

▪ Indulgences – to shorten your own or someone else’s stay.



 Our Criticisms of RC’s View of Purgatory:

1. Thoroughly unbiblical.
▪ Wrong exegesis of I Corinthians 3:12-15, and Matthew 12:32.

▪ Their view directly contradicts the clear teaching of the Bible.

2. Destroys the comfort and hope of believers as regards 
facing death, for purgatory is hell.

3. Based on salvation by works, by merit – denies  that 
salvation is by grace alone.

4. Denies that Christ’s death fully satisfied for the sins of 
the elect.  (The most serious error!)

NB: Luther pointed out that Rome’s view of purgatory arises from the error 
of having “sanctification” prior to “justification” in the ordo salutis.



 The Theory of Soul Sleep:
 Is the theory that the souls of believers who die before 

the end of time remain unconscious somewhere until the 
final resurrection and judgment.

 The Basis for this Theory:
1. Because it is very difficult to conceive of the soul 

existing apart from the body.  The argument is that 
someone’s soul cannot be conscious without the body.

2. Because the Bible speaks of believers “sleeping” and 
“falling asleep” when they die.  Matthew 9:24, John 
11:11, Acts 7:60, I Thessalonians 4:14-15.



 Our Refutation of Soul Sleep:
 The theory would mean that a believer’s communion with 

Christ is interrupted at death for 1oo’s or 1000’s of years.

 This robs believers of the comfort and hope of being 
consciously with Christ at the moment of death.

 The theory is unbiblical: Psalm 73:24, Philippians 1:21-24, II 
Corinthians 5:1ff, Luke 23:43, etc.

 Explanation of believers “sleeping” when they die:
 The Bible does not mention “soul sleep” but simply “sleep.”  

This refers to the sleep of a believer as regards his body.

 It is as if the bodies of believers go to sleep at death, since 
their bodies will be woken up again at the final resurrection.



The state of the believer after death is two-fold:

1. In the body … the believer is dead!
 The believer is in the grave, decaying, returning to dust.

 Body does not participate in glory at death, as the soul does.

 [NB: But we have the hope of the final resurrection!]

2. In the soul … believer is alive and immediately in glory!
 At death, our souls are purged of all sin – which they need, 

because are defiled by original and actual sins.

 Our souls are translated (changed) to be heavenly and adapted 
to live heavenly life – which they need, because are earthly.

 The believer is consciously with Christ in glory, and experiences 
and enjoys heavenly life and fellowship in the soul.



 II CORINTHIANS 5:1 & 8 – “For we know that if our earthly house of this
tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens. … We are confident, I say, and willing rather to
be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.”

 PHILIPPIANS 1:22-23 – “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. But if I
live in the flesh, this is the fruit of my labour: yet what I shall choose I wot not.
For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with
Christ; which is far better:”

 LUKE 23:43 – “And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt
thou be with me in paradise.”

 PSALM 73:23-24 – “Nevertheless I am continually with Thee: Thou hast holden
me by my right hand. Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterward
receive me to glory.”

 REVELATION 6:9-10 – “And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under
the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the
testimony which they held: And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How
long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them
that dwell on the earth?”



 The Intermediate State is not Final Glory.

 Because the believer’s body is still in the grave.

 Because the new creation is not made yet (II Peter 3:13).

 Because the whole church is not in heaven yet.

 But the Intermediate State is Wonderful.

 An end to all suffering and all sin!  (Revelation 21:4)

 Being with Christ, which is far better! (Philippians 1:23)

 Enjoying the perfection and bliss of heaven!

 Believers do not need to and should not fear death!


