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 We need to keep in mind that the “Antichrist” is simply one of 
the precursory signs.  (Essentials #29, Q&A 7)

 Why consider this sign in more detail?

1. Because many passages of Scripture refer to the Antichrist:

 OT – Ezekiel (chapters 38 & 39), Daniel (whole book).

 NT – Matt. 24, Mark 13, II Thess. 2, I & II John, Revelation.

2. Because many other subjects are related to the Antichrist:

 Apostasy

 Abomination of Desolation

 Great Tribulation

 Gog and Magog

 Battle of Armageddon

INTRODUCTION



 The truth re Antichrist is taught in the OT by means of TYPES.

 Especially in the book of Daniel, and very clearly in Daniel 2 which 

records Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of a great, five-part image.

 1) Gold => Babylon, 2) Silver => Medes/Persians, 3) Brass => Greece 

& Macedonia, 4) Iron => Romans, 5) Iron & Clay => Final Antichrist.

 Antichrist is typified by the many attempts Satan made in the OT 

to destroy the church and to prevent Christ’s birth (Rev. 12).

 Prior to the Flood.

 At the Tower of Babel.

 Pharaoh in Egypt.

 World powers while Israel in the wilderness and Canaan.

 Wicked Haman at the time of Esther.

OLD TESTAMENT TEACHING 

CONCERNING THE ANTICHRIST



The Holy Spirit teaches us concerning the Antichrist in the 

N.T. by developing the truths given in the O.T.

1. The “abomination of desolation” mentioned by Christ in 

Matthew 24:15 is from Daniel 11:31 and 12:11.

2. The “lawless one” who “exalts himself above God” in II 

Thessalonians 2 is from Daniel 7:25.

3. The description of the Antichrist as a “beast” in Revelation 13 

is from the book of Daniel – cf. Daniel 7.

4. “Gog and Magog” mentioned in Revelation 20 are first 

mentioned in Ezekiel 38 & 39.

 The term “antichrist” is mentioned in I John 2:18, I John 

2:22, I John 4:3, II John 1:7.

NEW TESTAMENT TEACHING

CONCERNING THE ANTICHRIST



 I John 2:18 – “Little children, 

it is the last time: and as ye 

have heard that antichrist

shall come, even now are 

there many antichrists; 

whereby we know that it is 

the last time.”

 I John 2:22 – “Who is a liar 

but he that denieth that 

Jesus is the Christ? He is 

antichrist, that denieth the 

Father and the Son.”

 I John 4:3 – “And every spirit 

that confesseth not that 

Jesus Christ is come in the 

flesh is not of God: and this 

is that spirit of antichrist, 

whereof ye have heard that 

it should come; and even 

now already is it in the 

world.”

 II John 7 – “For many 

deceivers are entered into 

the world, who confess not 

that Jesus Christ is come in 

the flesh.  This is a deceiver 

and an antichrist.”

THE TERM “ANTICHRIST”

IN THE BIBLE



Meaning of the prefix “anti”:

Main idea is “against” – expressing opposition.

Also carries the idea of “instead of” or “in the place of.”

Scripture teaches that both meanings apply:

 II Thessalonians 2:4 teaches that the Antichrist will be both 

“against” Christ and “instead of” God/Christ.

 I & II John point out that the Antichrist is “against” Christ. 

Matt. 24:5 – many will say “I am Christ”  (idea of “instead”).

Antichrist will oppose Christ in order to try to displace Him.  

He opposes Christ by substituting himself for Christ.

THE MEANING OF THE TERM

“ANTICHRIST”



The Antichrist is the world power as it, under the

leadership and inspiration of the prince of darkness,

places itself over against God and His Anointed, always

increasingly develops with all the gifts and means of this

present world, further unifies and centralizes to the point

where under the leadership of perhaps one mighty person

or of a group of people, it shall have reached its peak of

development, temporarily reign supreme in every sphere

of life, and oppress and persecute God’s people, but who

will be destroyed by Christ.
Prof. Homer Hoeksema

DEFINITION OF ANTICHRIST



Antichrist is referred to without using the literal name:

 Matthew 7:15 – “Beware of false prophets, which come to you in 
sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.”

 Matthew 24:5 – “For many shall come in my name, saying, I am 
Christ; and shall deceive many.”

 Matthew 24:24 – “For there shall arise false Christs, and false 
prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it 
were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.”

 II Thessalonians 2:3-10 – “man of sin” – “son of perdition” –
“opposeth and exalteth himself above … God” – “that Wicked”

 Revelation 13 – “a beast out of the sea” – “beast out of the earth”

 Revelation 17 – “scarlet colored beast, full of names of blasphemy, 
having seven heads and ten horns”

OTHER NT REFERENCES

TO THE ANTICHRIST



 Identity of the FIRST BEAST:

 The Political Aspect of the Antichrist.  Vss. 2 & 7.  Daniel 7:17, 23.  

Will be a world ruler and power.  He will be a one-world power.

 NB: The beast’s 7 heads represent 7 different manifestations of the 

antichrist in the course of history.

 Identity of the SECOND BEAST:

 The Spiritual (religious) Aspect and power of the Antichrist.

 Vs. 11 – he appears as a lamb.

 Vs. 12 – his focus is to get people to worship.

 Vs. 13 – he performs signs and wonders.

 Vss. 14-15 – he does his work especially through speech.

 This beast represents false prophecy (Revelation 19:20).

REVELATION 13

IDENTITY OF THE TWO BEASTS



 The 2nd beast serves the 1st beast.

 Promotes the power and authority of the 1st beast.

 Causes men to make an image for the 1st beast.

 Demands that everyone receive the mark of the beast.

 Requires that everyone worship the 1st beast – compulsory.

 Persuades men (by miracles, too) to follow the 1st beast.

 His Influence:

 His teachings (bolstered by miracles) will be accepted universally so 

that there will be a one-world church.

 He will make Antichrist’s kingdom attractive, so men will gladly 

worship the beast.

 He will persecute the saints.  Worship of Antichrist will be 

compulsory.  Great tribulation for all who refuse (Matt. 24:21).

REVELATION 13

INFLUENCE OF THE SECOND BEAST



 The Antichrist will certainly fail (as prophesied in Daniel 2:35, 45).  
Christ has gained the victory already.

 The certain failure is indicated by the fact that Antichrist will only rule 
for a limited time (Revelation 13:5).

 God is sovereign over Him. God gives him the power he has.

 God also limits the length of time of his rule.

 The certain failure is also indicated by 666.

 “6” is symbolic of man without God – time without eternity.

 Doomed to fail because he is without God and without Christ.

 Revelation 17:6ff mentions the end of the Antichristian empire:

 His kingdom will end in a universal world war (Rev. 16:16).

 Christ will return while this is taking place (Rev. 19:1ff).

THE FAILURE OF THE ANTICHRIST


