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1. The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which

God gave unto him, to shew unto his

servants things which must shortly

come to pass; and he sent and signified

it by his angel unto his servant John:

2. Who bare record of the word of God, and

of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of

all things that he saw.

3. Blessed is he that readeth, and they that

hear the words of this prophecy, and

keep those things which are written

therein: for the time is at hand.



 The Content of Revelation (Rev. 1:1-2)
 Christ is the Content of the book of Revelation.

 The book reveals what must shortly (quickly) 
come to pass with a view to Christ’s return.

 Ties in with Rev. 22 – Christ is coming quickly.

 God’s Purpose in Giving it (Rev. 1:3)
 So we will read it and hear it.  By the Spirit, 

we receive and understand it (I Cor. 2:9-10).

 So we keep it (in our hearts and lives) with a 
view to the end and our calling to be ready.

 For the blessing of the people of God.



1. Continuist Method
 Book of Revelation is a history written ahead of time.
 Different sections of the book represent different periods 

of New Testament history.
 Part has been fulfilled already, part still awaits fulfilment.

2. Praeterist Method
 Book of Revelation has for the most part been fulfilled 

already – was soon after John received and wrote it.
 It was especially fulfilled through the conflict between 

Christianity and the Roman Empire.

3. Futurist Method
 Book of Revelation will be fulfilled in the distant future, 

just before the return of Christ at the end.
 This applies also to the letters to the seven churches.



PROPHETIC METHOD
 Book of Revelation is a prophecy of the entire NT era –

from when John received it, until the end of time.

 The various visions in Revelation reveal more clearly 
what will happen throughout the NT era.

 The Lord Jesus Christ is coming throughout the whole 
NT era – through judgments.

 His final, visible coming will bring everything to an end.

“Many of these events have come to pass in the past, are
coming to pass today, repeat themselves in history with
increasing vehemence and clearness, and will come to pass in
the future, until finally all will have been accomplished.”

Herman Hoeksema



 Revelation is built on the opening of a book 
(scroll) and its seven seals – Revelation 5.

 The scroll represents God’s counsel/will/plan for 
all of New Testament history.

 The exalted Lamb of God takes and opens the 
book.  He alone is worthy.

 The Lord Jesus Christ now executes God’s counsel.

 Seals/Trumpets/Vials:
 7 seals – these cover all that must come to pass.

 7 trumpets – the 7th seal becomes 7 trumpets.

 7 vials – the 7th trumpet becomes 7 vials.



SEVEN SEALS

SEVEN TRUMPETS

SEVEN VIALS

#7

#7



 Negatively:
 Not chronological – occurring after each other in 

time.  Not the case that one is finished, then the 
next one occurs, etc.

 Not as things which will be fulfilled only in the 
distant future, just before the return of Christ.

 Positively:
 All these things are taking place throughout the 

whole NT era.  (E.g., preaching, war, death, ….)

 There is an increasing fulfilment of them as we 
come closer to the end.  (E.g., persecution)



 THE TRUMPETS (Revelation 8 & 9)
 Sent in answer to the prayers of the saints (Rev. 8:1-6).

 Announce God’s judgments.  (Exodus 20:18, Joshua 6:2-5).

 The judgments are similar to some of the seals in Rev. 6.

 But an increase in destruction and death – from 1/4 to 1/3.

 THE VIALS (Revelation 15 & 16)
 Described as the “vials of the wrath of God” (Rev. 16:1).

 These judgments of God are sent upon the earth.

 They are poured out without interruption.

 They cause total destruction: not 1/4 or 1/3, but 100%.

 These are the final judgments of God at the end of time.



 Revelation is not chronological.
 The book does not go straight through to the end.

 There are “interludes” between seals, trumpets, & vials.

 Examples: Revelation 7, and Revelation 10-15.

 Why the interludes?
 Given to God’s people in the context of the many 

severe judgments that God will send upon earth.

 The interludes are given because the judgments of God 
will also touch and affect the people of God.

 God’s purpose is to give comfort and confidence to His 
people concerning their welfare and safety.

 Quite often this is done by taking us to heaven to see 
the glory and peace there.


