
ESSENTIALS
OF REFORMED DOCTRINE

Rev. Daniel Kleyn, PRCA Missionary



 The MILLENNIUM refers to a 1,000 year period of time.

 MILLENNIUM is mentioned six times in Revelation 20.
 Vs. 2 – Satan is bound for “a thousand years.”
 Vs. 3 – Satan is cast into the pit until the 1,000 years are over.
 Vs. 4 – Souls live and reign with Christ for 1,000 years.
 Vs. 5 – The rest of the dead do not live till 1,000 years is over.
 Vs. 6 – Blessing for those reigning with Christ for 1,000 years.
 Vs. 7 – Satan is loosed again when 1,000 years have expired.

 TERMS:
 Latin term is “millennium”
 Greek term is “χίλιοι” (chilioi – thus the name “Chiliasts”)



 Questions:
 How should we interpret/understand the 1,000 years?
 When will/does the 1,000 years (millennium) occur?
 What will happen during the 1,000 years, and after it?

 Three Views (Interpretations) of Revelation 20:1-10
1. Pre-millennialism
▪ Christ will return BEFORE the 1,000 years.

2. Post-millennialism
▪ Christ will return AFTER the 1,000 years.

3. A-millennialism
▪ The 1,000 years is FIGURATIVE and not literal.



 Demands our attention because of the errors taught 
concerning it and in connection with it.

 A disunity/separation between the OT and the NT.

 Misinterpreting OT promises and prophecies to Israel.

 That church’s calling is earthly: “Christianize the world!”

 Demands our attention because of the connection 
between the millennium and the precursory signs.

 One’s view of the millennium (Revelation 20) affects how 
one understands the precursory signs.

 Our Reformed view of the precursory signs is based on 
our A-millennial interpretation of Revelation 20.



A-MILLENNIALISM is the Reformed Position.  It literally 
means “not millennial” or “no millennium.”

1. It doesn’t mean we deny the millennium.
 We believe there will indeed be a millennium – i.e., 1,000 year 

period of Satan bound, believers reigning, etc.
 “A-millennial” means we oppose “millennialism” – i.e., we 

oppose the literal interpretation of the millennium.

2. It doesn’t mean our view is simply one among many.
 We do not believe there are three different ways to interpret 

Revelation 20, and all are acceptable.
 We believe the A-millennial interpretation is the correct way 

to interpret and understand Revelation 20.

“A-millennialism”:  We deny the 1,000 years is literal!



 “The millennium” refers to the entire New Testament era.
 The millennium began at Christ’s resurrection/ascension.
 It will end shortly before Christ’s 2nd coming (His parousia).

 Events during the Millennium:
 Gospel goes forth through the earth and the elect are saved.
 Elect who die are glorified, and reign with Christ in heaven.
 Precursory signs are being fulfilled in church, history, nature.

 Events after the Millennium:
 Satan will be released and be able to deceive the nations.
 The Antichrist and his kingdom will be established.
 Great tribulation for the elect during antichrist’s reign.
 Christ’s 2nd coming will bring everything to an end.
 The Final resurrection; Final Judgment; New Creation.





 Generally:

 A vision that is a symbolic description of the entire NT age 
from Christ’s exaltation until just before the end of time.

 The emphasis is on the life of believers in glory/heaven, 
especially martyrs – i.e., the intermediate state.

 Specifically (6 points):

1. The 1,000 years is to be interpreted figuratively.

▪ The book of Revelation is mostly figurative in nature.

▪ Number 10 (and its multiples) is figurative in Revelation.

▪ Binding of Satan is figurative – a vision; the key & chain.



2. The 1,000 years began at Christ’s exaltation.
▪ Satan was bound by God at the beginning of the 1,000 

years (Revelation 20:2).
▪ This was accomplished by Christ’s death, resurrection, 

and ascension.  (John 12:31-32, Rev. 12, II Thess. 2)

3. Binding of Satan refers to God preventing him 
from deceiving the nations (Rev. 20:3, 7-9).

▪ Satan is still very active in this world: he instigates 
wickedness, persecution, etc.

▪ But God stops him from establishing his Antichristian 
kingdom, and thus from assaulting the church.

▪ Thus the gospel can still go forth to save the elect 
(John 12:31-32, Matthew 24:14, Revelation 6:1-2).



4. During the 1,000 years, Christian martyrs (and all 
true Christians) enjoy the intermediate state.

▪ Vs. 4 – “souls” sit on thrones and reign with Christ.  This 
does not take place on earth, but in heaven.

▪ Vs. 5 – the “first resurrection” is the intermediate state 
for believers.  It is a resurrection of the soul.

▪ Vs. 6 – This is written for the comfort of the elect.

5. Just prior to the end, Satan is loosed.
▪ The nations are deceived into uniting, and thus the 

Antichristian kingdom is established (vss. 7-8, Rev. 13).
▪ The Great tribulation takes place for believers (verse 9, 

Rev. 11:7-10, Rev. 13:15-18, Matt. 24:15-22).

6. Christ returns and brings about the end (vss. 9-10).



A-MILLENNIALISM
• Does not deny there is a “millennium.”  But is 

opposed to viewing the 1,000 years literally.

• The 1,000 years (millennium) refers to the entire 
New Testament: from Christ’s  exaltation until 
just before His second coming at the end.




