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 The MILLENNIUM refers to a 1,000 year period of time.
 Mentioned 6 times in Revelation 20 – vss. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7.
 Latin term is “millennium” = 1,000 years.

 Questions:
 How should we interpret/understand the 1,000 years?
 When will/does the 1,000 years (millennium) occur?
 What will happen during the 1,000 years, and after it?

 Three Interpretations of Revelation 20:
1. Pre-millennialism – Christ returns before the millennium.
2. Post-millennialism – Christ returns after the millennium.
3. A-millennialism – the millennium is figurative/symbolic.



A-MILLENNIALISM is the Reformed Position.  It literally 
means “not millennial” or “no millennium.”

 It doesn’t mean we deny the millennium
 We believe there will indeed be a millennium.

 I.e., 1,000 years of Satan bound, believers reigning, etc.

 “A-millennial” means we oppose “millennialism”
 I.e., we oppose a literal interpretation of the millennium.

 “A-millennialism”:  We deny the 1,000 years is literal!

 We believe the “millennium” refers to the entire 
New Testament era.



1. Both explain the 1,000 years in Revelation 20 
literally.  (I.e., “millennialism”.)

2. Both look for the millennium to begin some time 
in the future (i.e., it hasn’t begun yet).

3. Both expect Christ’s kingdom to be on earth –
i.e., an earthly realization of His kingdom.

Note: There are really just 2 views re the millennium

1. Millennialism – interpret the millennium literally.

2. A-millennialism – interpret millennium figuratively.



 Post-millennials teach that Christ will return 
AFTER (“post”) a literal, earthly millennium.

1. Christ’s cause will gradually succeed on earth until 
the majority of men are converted and the world is 
“Christianized” (under the influence of Christians).

2. This will be the victorious kingdom of Christ – it will 
be an earthly kingdom of peace and prosperity, a 
“golden age” for Christians.

3. This kingdom will last 1,000 (or 100,000) years, and 
then Christ will return visibly (parousia).





1. THIS VIEW IS UNSCRIPTURAL
 Bible doesn’t teach conversion of majority of mankind.

 Bible doesn’t promise earthly peace & prosperity.

 Matt. 24:6-22, II Tim. 3:1-6, II Tim. 4:3-4, II Pet. 3:1-12, 
Rev. 13, Rev. 17.

2. CHRIST’S KINGDOM AND ITS VICTORIES ARE 
NOT EARTHLY

 Spiritual kingdom & victories – Lk. 17:20ff, Rom. 14:17.

 The victory of the gospel – Rom. 1:16, I Cor. 1:21.

 The victory of believers – Phil. 4:13, I John 5:4.

 The victory of the church – Matt. 16:18.



3. FAULTY EXEGESIS OF CERTAIN SCRIPTURES

 Matthew 24:1-34 – say it has all happened already 
with the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70.        
(Note: It did happen then, but as a type!)

 Revelation 20:1-10 – re “souls” (the whole person, 
body & soul) and “first resurrection” (regeneration).

4. PRACTICAL DANGERS FOR CHRISTIANS

1. Thinking they will not face persecution/tribulation.

2. Thinking Christ’s return is in the far distant future.



 Pre-millennial Teaching:
 Christ will return to this earth BEFORE (“pre”) a literal, 

earthly millennium.
 Christ will return TWICE before the millennium: (1) The 

“rapture,” and (2) The “revelation.”

 What is the Pre-millennial RAPTURE?
 It can come at any time – no precursory signs.
 All saints (alive and who have died) are raised to glory.
 Then 7 year reign of antichrist, and great tribulation.

 What is the Pre-millennial REVELATION?
 Christ will appear and establish the earthly millennium.
 Devil bound for 1,000 years, Christ reigning in Jerusalem.





1. Wrongly interpret much of the Bible literally
 Especially the OT, failing to see it was fulfilled in & by Christ.

 Also the millennium, and the nature of Christ’s kingdom.

2. Wrongly separate OT Israel and the Church
 The NT identifies the two – e.g., Ephesians 2:11ff.

 The church is the fulfilment and reality of OT Israel.

3. Wrongly speak of 2 (or 3) resurrections
 Scripture teaches there will be one future resurrection of 

both the righteous and the wicked – John 5:28-29.

4. Wrongly teach a rapture
 The Scriptures teach that all saints will be raised into glory 

together and forever, at Christ’s 2nd (final) coming.



A-MILLENNIALISM
• Do not deny there is a “millennium.”  But opposed to 

viewing the 1,000 years literally.  View it figuratively.
• The 1,000 years (millennium) refers to the entire New 

Testament: from Christ’s  exaltation until  just before 
His second coming at the end of time.




