ESSENTIALS

OF REFORMED DOCTRINE
LESSON # 30
“THE END OF THIS AGE”
Rev. Daniel Kleyn, PRCA Missionary



The END is coming! – Matthew 13:49, 24:3, 24:14.
 “End” means “goal” – God will reach a goal He has.
 When that goal is reached, Jesus Christ will return.



When will the end occur?
 No one knows exactly – Matthew 24:36, Mark 13:32.
 “Precursory” signs show its nearness and certainty.



Three great events will occur when Christ returns.
Will be brought about by Christ Himself. (Q&A 1)
1. The Final Resurrection
2. The Final Judgment
3. The Renewal of All Things

(1) THE FINAL RESURRECTION



Q&A 2 – “All who have died, the godly to the
resurrection of life and the ungodly to the resurrection
of eternal hell.”



All who have ever lived and died will be raised.
 Regardless of when died, what happened to bodies, etc.
 Not only the elect will be raised, but also the reprobate.



I Thessalonians 4:16-17 explains what will happen
to the elect who are still alive when Christ returns.



Biblical and Confessional Proofs: Daniel 12:2, John
5:28-29, Belgic Confession of Faith, Article 37

BELGIC CONFESSION, ARTICLE 37
… all men will personally appear before this great judge,
both men and women and children, that have been from
the beginning of the world to the end thereof, being
summoned by the voice of the archangel, and by the
sound of the trumpet of God. For all the dead shall be
raised out of the earth, and their souls joined and united
with their proper bodies, in which they formerly lived. As
for those who shall then be living, they shall not die as the
others, but be changed in the twinkling of an eye, and
from corruptible, become incorruptible.



THE RESURRECTION OF ALL (in general)
 The physical bodies of all men will be raised out of the grave,

and thus out of the state of death and corruption. (Rev. 20:13)
 Every person’s resurrection body will be adapted to function in
his eternal state, either hell or heaven.


THE RESURRECTION OF THE UNGODLY
 The bodies of the reprobate will be raised by the Lord Jesus

Christ from the dust of the earth.
 The resurrected bodies of the ungodly will be reunited with their
souls (which were already in hell).
 Their resurrection bodies will be suitable for eternal death and
eternal punishment in hell.
 John 5:28-29 – “… all that are in the graves … shall come forth;
… they that have done evil unto the resurrection of damnation.”



The Bodies of the Elect will be Raised to Life
 Their resurrected bodies will be reunited with their souls

(which were in heaven).
 John 5:28-29 – “… all that are in the graves shall hear His
voice, and shall come forth; they that have done good,
unto the resurrection of life; …”
 Rev. 20:6 – “… on such the second death hath no power.”


Our Bodies will be Radically Changed
 From earthly to heavenly, mortal to immortal, dishonor

to glory, etc. I CORINTHIANS 15:42-43.
 Our bodies will be made to be like Christ’s resurrection
body: PHILLIPIANS 3:20-21, I JOHN 3:2.

The Resurrection Body will be A GLORIFIED BODY
 Now we bear the image of sinful man – we will bear

the image of the sinless man.
 Now we bear the image of the earthy – we will bear
the image of the heavenly.


I CORINTHIANS 15:42-43
 Mortal to IMMORTAL
 Corruption to INCORRUPTION
 Dishonor to GLORY

 Weakness to POWER



What is the believer’s main hope?
 It is not simply death and the intermediate state.
 But the final resurrection – reunion of soul and body.
 This is a central part of the end (the goal) of all things.



Job 19:25-27 - “For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall
stand at the latter day upon the earth: And though after my skin
worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God: Whom I shall
see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another; though my
reins be consumed within me.”



Romans 8:23 - “And not only they, but ourselves also, which have
the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves,
waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.”



Lord’s Day 22 of the Heidelberg Catechism



Question 57. What comfort doth the "resurrection
of the body" afford thee?
 Answer: “That not only my soul after this life shall be

immediately taken up to Christ its head; but also, that this
my body, being raised by the power of Christ, shall be
reunited with my soul, and made like unto the glorious
body of Christ.”


SCRIPTURES:





Luke 23:43
Philippians 1:23
I Corinthians 15:53
Job 19:25-26



OUR LIMITED UNDERSTANDING
 I CORINTHIANS 2:9 – “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,

neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which
God hath prepared for them that love him.”
 I CORINTHIANS 13:12 – “For now we see through a glass,
darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then
shall I know even as also I am known.”
 I JOHN 3:2 – “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it
doth not yet appear what we shall be: …”


OUR FAITH – We believe what God says in His Word!
 ROMANS 8:11, 8:23, I CORINTHIANS 15, and JOB 19:25-26!
 Our faith is in Christ. Basis is the fact of His resurrection.

1.

Gives HOPE to the Christian
 We have great things to look forward to.
 Our hope for these should swallow up sorrows (Rom. 8:18).
 A message of great comfort to believers in their distresses.

2.

Demands HOLINESS in this life (I John 3:2-3)
 Christ has redeemed and glorifies both our souls and bodies.
 Our bodies are the temples of the Holy Spirit (I Cor. 6:15-20).

3.

Gives us PURPOSE in life
 Last verse of I Corinthians 15 is a striking conclusion.
 Our works (when faithfully done) are not pointless.
 Resurrection is coming. God will reward His people.
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(2) THE FINAL JUDGMENT



Q. 3 – Who shall stand in judgment?
 All rational, moral creatures: men, angels, and devils. Matt.

25:32, II Cor. 5:10, 6:2-3, Rev. 20:12-15.


Q. 4 – What will be the punishment for the wicked?
 Eternal suffering in hell in body and soul. Matt. 25:41, 46.



Q. 6 – What will be the reward for the people of God?
 Everlasting life and glory in the presence of God in heavenly

perfection. Rev. 21:3.


Q. 7 – Will there be difference of degree in punishment
and reward?
 Yes, for all shall be judged according to their works. Luke

19:17, I Cor. 3:8.



Three great events will take place when Christ returns:
1.
2.
3.



The Resurrection of the Dead
The Final Judgment Of All Men
The Renewal of All Things

The truth of the Final Judgment must be preached. It
must be included in the Preaching of the Gospel.
 ACTS 10:42-43 – “And he commanded us to preach unto the

people, and to testify that it is he which was ordained of God to
be the Judge of quick and dead. … whosoever believeth in him
shall receive remission of sins.”
 ACTS 17:30-31 – “… but now commandeth all men every where
to repent: Because he hath appointed a day in the which he will
judge the world in righteousness by that man who he hath
ordained; …”



PSALM 98:9 – “Before the LORD; for he cometh to judge the earth:
with righteousness shall he judge the world, and the people with
equity.”



ZEPHANIAH 1:14 – “The great day of the LORD is near, it is near, and

hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day of the LORD: … That day is a
day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, …”


MALACHI 4:1 – “For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an

oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble:
and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts,
that it shall leave them neither root nor branch.”


NOTES:
 The coming of a judgment day is mentioned as a fact.
 It is often referred to as “The Day of the LORD.”
 The purpose of the judgment is to reveal God’s justice.
 God will deliver His people, and God will punish the wicked.

MATTHEW 16:27 – “For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his
Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man
according to his works.”
 JOHN 5:22 (27, 30) – “For the Father judgeth no man, but hath
committed all judgment unto the Son.”
 II COR. 5:10 – “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body,
according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.”
 Also Matthew 25, Revelation 20:11-15, Revelation 22:12.




NOTES:
 The NT speaks more clearly of the final judgment day.
 It is a day that will occur in connection with Christ’s return.
Specifically, Christ will return in order to judge.
 Christ will be the judge. He will judge all men. He will judge
justly. He will judge all men according to their deeds.

LORD’S DAY 19, Q&A 52
Question 52. What comfort is it to thee that "Christ shall
come again to judge the quick and the dead"?
Answer 52. That in all my sorrows and persecutions, with
uplifted head I look for the very same person, who before
offered himself for my sake, to the tribunal of God, and has
removed all curse from me, to come as judge from heaven:
who shall cast all his and my enemies into everlasting
condemnation, but shall translate me with all his chosen
ones to himself, into heavenly joys and glory.

Finally we believe, according to the Word of God, when the
time appointed by the Lord (which is unknown to all creatures)
is come, and the number of the elect complete, that our Lord
Jesus Christ will come from heaven, corporally and visibly, as
he ascended, with great glory and majesty to declare himself
judge of the quick and the dead; burning this old world with
fire and flame, to cleanse it. And then all men will personally
appear before this great judge, both men and women and
children, that have been from the beginning of the world to the
end thereof …. Then the books (that is to say the consciences)
shall be opened, and the dead judged according to what they
shall have done in this world, whether it be good or evil. Nay,
all men shall give an account of every idle word they have
spoken, which the world only counts amusement and jest: and
then the secrets and hypocrisy of men shall be disclosed and
laid open before all.



The Purpose is the THEODICY!
 The purpose is NOT for God to find out who is elect and

who is reprobate. NOR for man to find that out.
 But the public revelation of the righteousness of God.
God justified in the consciousness of all moral creatures.
 ROMANS 2:5 – “… the day of wrath and revelation of the
righteous judgment of God …”


Explanation (3 aspects):
1. It will be made clear to all that God always did execute a

righteous judgment in the world.
2. It will be made clear that God is just in the judgment He
pronounces and then executes on each person.
3. All men will acknowledge (have to acknowledge) that
God always is and always was the righteous Judge.

It will be a PUBLIC judgment
It will be a FINAL judgment

CHRIST will be the Judge
ALL MORAL CREATURES judged
Judgment ACCORDING TO WORKS



The final judgment will be a very public event.
 All moral creatures will observe the judgment.
 Each will be publicly judged – for everyone to see.



Why public?
 It must be public for the sake of the theodicy.
 God must be (and will be) publicly justified.



Thus all creatures will see and acknowledge:
1. that God was just in all His works in history.
2. that God is just in taking the saints into glory.
3. that God is just in sending the wicked to hell.



There are other judgments that precede it:
 Judgments that are experienced already in this life.
 Judgment that each person undergoes at death.
 Judgment that took place at the cross of Christ.



Judgment at end of time will be the FINAL one!
 All history and all that takes place in time and history

will be terminated by this judgment.
 It will be a decisive judgment: the public declaration
of the eternal destiny of every moral creature.
 The result of the judgment will be final: everlasting
separation between the elect and reprobate.



The Exalted LORD JESUS CHRIST will be the Judge!
 JOHN 5:21-23 – the Father (Triune God) has committed all

judgment to His Son.
 JOHN 5:26-27 – the Father (Triune God) has given the Son
authority to execute judgment.
 II CORINTHIANS 5:10 – the judgment throne is referred to as
the judgment seat of Christ.

The Triune God will judge through the exalted Son of God.
Christ will be Judge in His glorified human nature.
 It is proper that Christ be the Judge.


 He is the visible representative of the invisible Triune God.
 As Head over all things has the right to judge all things (Eph 1:22).
 Has been exalted, and being Judge is part of that (John 5:22-23).



Some Deny that All Moral Creatures will be Judged
 Pelagianism: teaches that the only people judged will be

those who had opportunity to accept or reject Christ.
▪ [Response: Whole world is guilty and condemned in Adam,
even apart from Christ and the hearing of the gospel.]
 Others say only the wicked will be judged.
▪ [Response: The purpose of the final judgment is not simply
the condemnation of the wicked, but the Theodicy.]



The Judgment will be Universal
 The whole world will be judged. All moral creatures.
 The wicked & righteous. All men, angels, and devils.
 Matthew 25, Romans 14:10, II Corinthians 5:10, Jude 6.



Judgment “according to works” (II Cor. 5:10, Rev. 22:12).
 NOT “because of works” or “on basis of works.” Would deny

we’re saved by grace alone & only on basis of what Christ did.
 “According to works” means “in harmony with works.” The
verdict will be in harmony with what man has done.

All works of all men will be exposed (Matt. 12:36, Rev.
20:12-13). All thoughts, all words, and all deeds.
 The works (also the sins) of God’s people will be judged.


 Our good works will be exposed – to show what Christ has

done in and through us. They are really His good works.
 Our sins will be exposed – not in order to condemn us, but as
sins that are covered by the blood of Christ.


All of this is necessary for the Theodicy.



The attitude of the wicked is FEAR.
 Those who walk in sin have reason to be terrified.
 Eccl. 11:9-10, Zeph. 1:14-18, Acts 24:24-25, Rev. 20:15.

 This is why the wicked are afraid to die.



Believers look forward to Judgment Day.
 B/c Christ our Savior will be our Judge (HC, LD 19).
 B/c we will be avenged (Luke 18:1-8, II Thess. 1:6-9).
 B/c we will be publicly justified by God (Matt. 25:34).
 B/c the outcome will be entrance into heavenly glory.
 B/c Triune God and Christ will be justified and honored.

LORD’S DAY 19, Q&A 52
Question 52. What comfort is it to thee that "Christ shall
come again to judge the quick and the dead"?
Answer 52. That in all my sorrows and persecutions, with
uplifted head I look for the very same person, who before
offered himself for my sake, to the tribunal of God, and has
removed all curse from me, to come as judge from heaven:
who shall cast all his and my enemies into everlasting
condemnation, but shall translate me with all his chosen
ones to himself, into heavenly joys and glory.

And therefore the consideration of this judgment, is justly terrible and
dreadful to the wicked and ungodly, but most desirable and comfortable to
the righteous and elect: because then their full deliverance shall be
perfected, and there they shall receive the fruits of their labor and trouble
which they have borne. Their innocence shall be known to all, and they
shall see the terrible vengeance which God shall execute on the wicked,
who most cruelly persecuted, oppressed and tormented them in this world;
and who shall … be tormented in that everlasting fire, which is prepared
for the devil and his angels.
But on the contrary, the faithful and elect shall be crowned with glory and
honor; and the Son of God will confess their names before God his Father,
and his elect angels; all tears shall be wiped from their eyes; and their
cause which is now condemned by many judges and magistrates, as
heretical and impious, will then be known to be the cause of the Son of God.
And for a gracious reward, the Lord will cause them to possess such a glory,
as never entered into the heart of man to conceive.
Therefore we expect that great day with a most ardent desire to the end
that we may fully enjoy the promises of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
AMEN.
"Even so, come, Lord Jesus." - Revelation 22:20.

(3) THE FINAL STATE
OF ALL THINGS



When Christ returns, 3 great events will occur:
1. The Final Resurrection of the Dead
2. The Final Judgment Of All Men
3. The Renewal and thus the Final State of All Things
▪ The Destruction of this Universe
▪ The Creation of the New Heavens and Earth



Then all rational, moral creatures (men, angels,
devils) will be sent to their Final Destiny:



The reprobate to spend eternity in hell.
The elect to spend eternity in the new creation.



The earthly creation (cosmos) is under the curse
 The curse came upon it because of man’s sin.
 Genesis 3:17-18, Romans 8:20.



The earthly creation was redeemed by Christ
 Christ not only saved the church, but also creation.
 Romans 8:21, Colossians 1:20.



The earthly creation will also be glorified
 Ephesians 1:10 – “all things” will be gathered in one

in Christ, both things “in heaven” and “on earth.”
 Revelation 21:5 – God will make “all things” new.



(1) The present/old creation will be destroyed







Not annihilated, but its current form will pass away.
Matthew 24:29 – sun, moon, and stars destroyed.
II Peter 3:12 – this creation will be destroyed by fire.
Revelation 6:14 – great earthquake destroying all things.

(2) God will Create the New from the Old
 God will make the new heavens and the new earth from

the elements of the old world.
 II Peter 3:13, Revelation 21:1-2


(3) The New Heaven and Earth will be United/One
 No separation between them, nor between people.
 For there will be “no more sea” (Revelation 21:1).



MATTHEW 24:29 – “Immediately after the tribulation of those days
shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and
the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall
be shaken:”



II PETER 3:12 – “Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day
of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the
elements shall melt with fervent heat?”



REVELATION 6:14 – “And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is
rolled together; and every mountain and island were moved out of
their places.”



II PETER 3:13 – “Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for
new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.”



REVELATION 21:1-2 – “And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for
the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was
no more sea. 2 And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming
down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband.”



Definition (HH, Ref. Dog., Vol. 2, p. 619):
 “Hell is the place of eternal punishment, where

everlasting suffering will be experienced according to the
body and soul as the just vengeance upon sin which is
committed against the most high majesty of God.”


Note: The truths concerning hell are sobering!
 Reminds us of the seriousness of sin against God.
 Demonstrates the justice of God against man for sin.
 Reminds us of what we deserve from God for our sins.
 Makes us realize what Christ Jesus had to suffer for us.

1.

Truth #1 – HELL EXISTS
 Denied by Universalism, Annihilationism, “Hell” in this life.
 But Daniel 12:2, Matt. 5:22-29, Matt. 23:33, Luke 16:23.

2.

Truth #2 – HELL IS TERRIBLE
 Jesus said so: Matthew 22:13, 25:41, 46, Luke 12:5.
 Also Revelation 9:2, 14:9-11, 20:10.

3.

Truth #3 – HELL IS ETERNAL
 Not temporary: (1) not “purgatory”; (2) not where given a

“second chance”; (3) not released for “good conduct.”
 Eternal death, eternal fire, eternal suffering of wrath in
body and soul, etc. No letup. No possibility of escape.
 Daniel 12:2, Matthew 25:41, 46, Mark 9:42-48, Luke 16:2324, Revelation 20:10.











DANIEL 12:2 – “And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth
shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and
everlasting contempt.”
MATTHEW 23:33 – “Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye
escape the damnation of hell?”
MATTHEW 25:41 – “Then shall he say also unto them on the left
hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the
devil and his angels:”
MATTHEW 25:46 – “And these shall go away into everlasting
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.”
LUKE 16:23-24 – “And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments,
and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 24 And he cried
and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that
he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am
tormented in this flame.”
REVELATION 20:10 – “And the devil that deceived them was cast into
the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet
are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.”



What Eternal Life is NOT
 It does not refer to having our present life endlessly.
 It will not simply be a restoration of the life that

Adam had before he fell into sin.


What Eternal Life IS





It is the life of the Son of God in us. I JOHN 5:20
It is life immortal. I CORINTHIANS 15:53
It is life everlasting. JOHN 10:27-28
It is perfect, covenant fellowship with God.
▪ JOHN 17:3, REVELATION 21:3
▪ Westminster Conf. Ch. 33 Sect. 2. Belgic Conf. Art. 37.

I JOHN 5:20 – “And we know that the Son of God is come,
and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him
that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son
Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life.”
JOHN 17:3 – “And this is life eternal, that they might know
thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast
sent.”
REVELATION 21:3-4 – “And I heard a great voice out of
heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men,
and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people,
and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. And
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall
there be any more pain: for the former things are passed
away.”

“… For then shall the righteous go into
everlasting life, and receive that fullness of joy
and refreshing which shall come from the
presence of the Lord;
“but the wicked, who know not God, and obey not
the gospel of Jesus Christ, shall be cast into
eternal torments, and be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the
Lord, and from the glory of His power.”

… But on the contrary, the faithful and elect shall be
crowned with glory and honor; and the Son of God will
confess their names before God his Father, and his
elect angels; all tears shall be wiped from their eyes;
and their cause which is now condemned by many
judges and magistrates, as heretical and impious, will
then be known to be the cause of the Son of God. And
for a gracious reward, the Lord will cause them to
possess such a glory, as never entered into the heart of
man to conceive.
Therefore we expect that great day with a most ardent
desire to the end that we may fully enjoy the promises
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. AMEN.
"Even so, come, Lord Jesus." - Revelation 22:20.

