
ESSENTIALS OF 

REFORMED 

DOCTRINE 

(Rev. D. Kleyn, PRCA Missionary) 

LESSON #4: THEOLOGY – GOD’S 

INCOMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTES 



(1) What is meant by the term 

“Attributes”? 

 Each human has certain “attributes.” 

 These are characteristics you have. 

 They are adjectives that describe you. 

 They tell what kind of person you are – what you are like. 

 

 We have both good and bad attributes: 

 Good: kindness, honesty, generosity, wisdom, …. 

 Bad: pride, selfishness, anger, laziness, critical, …. 

 

 Attributes are useful: 

 People can know you by your attributes. 

 You can come to know others by their attributes. 



(2) What is meant by the 

“Attributes of God”? 

 God’s Attributes are His characteristics or qualities. 

1. They answer the question: “What kind of God is God?” 
 

2. They reveal God to us – Q&A 1. 

 God reveals Himself by His Names 

 But more so by His attributes. 
 

3. We also refer to them as God’s “perfections” or “virtues” 

or “praises” (I Peter 2:9).  Why? 

 Because God has only good attributes.  He has no bad ones. 
 

4. God IS His attributes. 

 I John 1:5 – “... God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all.” 

 John 14:6 – “I am the way, the truth, and the life: …” 

 I John 4:8 – “... God is love.” 



(3) How do we Distinguish (Classify) 

the Attributes of God?  [Q&A 2, Q&A 3] 

1. Incommunicable Attributes: 
 These attributes are unique to God.  He does not 

communicate (share/give) them to anyone else. 

 There is a huge gap/difference between God & us.  If God 
shared these attributes, He would not be the only God. 
 

2. Communicable Attributes: 
 God communicates (shares/gives) these attributes to elect 

believers.  Because of that, we have a likeness to God. 

 God does this in His work of saving us. 

 Romans 8:29 – “For whom He did foreknow, he also did 
predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son, …” 

 Ephesians 4:24 – “And that ye put on the new man, which after 
God is created in righteousness and true holiness.” 

 Note: God’s attributes are perfect and infinite in Him. 

     We have them only in a limited/finite way. 



(4) Why is it Good for us to Study and 

Know the Attributes of God? 

1. To Know God. 
 John 17:3 – “And this is life eternal, that they might know thee 

the only true God, and Jesus Christ Whom Thou hast sent.” 
 

2. To Know Christ. 
 All God’s attributes are revealed in and through Christ. 

 

3. To know our Salvation. 
 Through knowing God and Christ. 

 Because the communicable attributes are given to us. 
 

4. To Praise God. 
 Q&A 10. 

 

5. To Give us Comfort. 
 Malachi 3:6 – “For I am Jehovah, I change not; therefore ye 

sons of Jacob are not consumed.” 



(5) What are the Incommunicable 

Attributes of God? 
 

God’s Incommunicable Attributes: 

1. ONENESS 

2. SIMPLICITY 

3. INDEPENDENCY 

4. INFINITY 

5. IMMUTABILITY 

 

[See Q&A 4] 



(6) What is God’s 

ONENESS? 

1. Scripture: 

 Deuteronomy 6:4 – “Hear, O Israel: the LORD our God 

is one LORD.” 

 Isaiah 45:5 – “I am the LORD, and there is none else, 

there is no God beside me: …” 
 

2. “Oneness” means two things [Q&A 5]: 

1. God is one God/Being.  3 Persons, but 1 God. 

2. God is the only God.  There are no other gods. 
 

3. Significance: 

 Is the basis of the 1st commandment. 

 We must worship and serve God alone. 



(7) What is God’s 

SIMPLICITY? 

1. Scripture: 

 I John 1:5 – “God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all.” 
 

2. “Simplicity” means two things [Q&A 6]: 

1. God is not complex.  He is not made up of many different 
parts.  He cannot be divided – is indivisible. 

2. All God’s attributes are one in Him.  There is always 
perfect harmony between all His attributes. 

 

3. Significance: 

 We may not pit one attribute of God against another one.  
There is no contradiction in God.  E.g., mercy and justice 
do not conflict – God’s mercy is just. 

 We may not emphasize some attributes of God more than 
others.  E.g., emphasize love (then ignore God’s justice, 
wrath).  God’s love is a holy love, a just love, etc. 



(8) What is God’s 

INDEPENDENCY? 

1. Scripture: 
 Isaiah 40:13f – “Who hath directed the spirit of the LORD, 

or being His counselor hath taught Him?  With whom took 
He counsel, and who instructed Him, and taught Him …?” 

 John 5:26 – “For as the Father hath life in Himself; so hath 
He given to the Son to have life in Himself.” 

 

2. Meaning of “independency” [Q&A 7]: 
 God is not caused by anyone else. 

 God does not depend on or need anyone else. 

 He is fully self-sufficient – in thoughts, will, power, works. 

 Note: “independency” is also referred to as God’s “aseity.” 
 

3. Significance: 
 We cannot help God in anything that He does. 

 We do not contribute anything in the work of salvation. 

 God does not need us.  That’s humbling! 



(9) What is God’s 

INFINITY? 

1. Scripture: 
 Psalm 90:2 – “Before … thou hadst formed the earth and the world, 

even from everlasting to everlasting, Thou art God.” 

 I Kings 8:27 – “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, the 
heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain Thee;  how much less 
this house that I have builded?” 

 

2. Meaning of “infinity” [Q&A 8]: 
 God is without limits.  God is boundless. 

 Infinite with regard to TIME – i.e., God is Eternal. 

 Infinite with regard to SPACE – i.e., God is Omnipresent. 
 

3. Significance: 
 God’s Eternity: 

 Because God is eternal, heaven will be eternal. 

 We will never know all there is to know about God. 

 God’s omnipresence means He is always near (Psalm 139). 
 That is a warning. 

 That is a comfort. 

 



(10) What is God’s 

IMMUTABILITY? 

1. Scripture: 
 Malachi 3:6 – “For I am the LORD, I change not; …” 

 James 1:17 – “… the Father of lights, with whom is no 
variableness, neither shadow of turning.” 

 Hebrews 13:8 – “Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and today, 
and forever.” 

 

2. Meaning of “immutability” [Q&A 9]: 
 God does not change.  (To “mutate” is to change.) 

 No change in God Himself – His being. 

 No change in what God does – His works. 

 Note: God does not need to change, because He is perfect. 
 

3. Significance: 
 God never changes His standards/laws/requirements. 

 Great comfort for believers! 
 No change in God’s purposes, promises, love, … 

 No change in our election or salvation.  Preserved (Phil. 1:6). 



ESSENTIALS OF 

REFORMED 

DOCTRINE 

EXTRA WORK 

LESSON #4: GOD’S 

INCOMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTES 



(1) What incommunicable attributes are 

mentioned in Belgic Confession, Art. 1? 

 

THAT THERE IS ONE ONLY GOD 

We all believe with the heart, and confess with the mouth, that there is 

one only simple and spiritual Being, which we call God; and that he is 

eternal, incomprehensible, invisible, immutable, infinite, almighty, 

perfectly wise, just, good, and the overflowing fountain of all good. 

 

 

 

 “We all believe with the heart, and confess with the mouth, 

that there is one only simple and spiritual Being, which we 

call God; and that he is eternal, incomprehensible, invisible, 

immutable, infinite, almighty, perfectly wise, just, good, and 

the overflowing fountain of all good.” 
 

 1) Oneness, 2) Simplicity, 3) Eternity, 4) Immutability, 5) Infinity 



(2) What attributes of God are described 

in the following texts? 

Acts 17:24 – “God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that 
he is Lord of heaven & earth, dwells not in temples made with hands;” 

 [Infinity – with regard to time, thus Omnipresent] 

 [Independency – He is not caused by or dependent on anyone] 
 

I John 1:5 – “This then is the message which we have heard of him, and 
declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.” 

 [Simplicity – Perfect harmony between God’s attributes] 
 

I John 4:8 – “He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.” 

 [Simplicity – God not made up of parts, but is His attributes] 
 

I Corinthians 8:6 – “But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom 
are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are 
all things, and we by him.” 

 [Oneness – God is one God/Being] 
 

James 1:17 – “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and 
cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, 
neither shadow of turning.” 

 [Immutability – no changes in God] 



(2) What attributes of God are described 

in the following texts? 

Psalm 90:4 – “For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday 
when it is past, and as a watch in the night.” 

 [Infinity – with regard to time, thus Eternity] 
 

Psalm 139:7-10 – “Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee 
from thy presence?  8 If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I 
make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there.  9 If I take the wings of the 
morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea;  10 Even there 
shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me.” 

 [Infinity – with regard to space, thus Omnipresence] 
 

I Kings 8:27 – “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? behold, the 
heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain thee; how much less 
this house that I have builded?” 

 [Infinity; Independency (not caused by or dependent on anyone)] 
 

Job 11:7-9 – “Canst thou by searching find out God? canst thou find out 
the Almighty unto perfection?  8 It is as high as heaven; what canst 
thou do? deeper than hell; what canst thou know?  9 The measure 
thereof is longer than the earth, and broader than the sea.” 

 [Infinity – God is without limits, thus we will never fully know Him] 



(3) Genesis 6:6 states God repents.  How 

explain this in light of immutability? 
 

 

 

 

Explanation: 

1. Starting point is that Scripture clearly teaches God does 
not change.  He does not repent in the same way we do. 

 Numbers 23:19 

 I Samuel 15:29 
 

2. Anthropomorphism. 
 God uses human terms to help us understand Him.  When He 

reveals Himself, God condescends to us. 

 God is teaching us here how deeply grieved He is with man’s 
great sin.  It greatly affects Him. 
 

3. When it seems God changes, remember two things: 
1. God does not change. 

2. God eternally ordained what He is now going to do. 

“And it repented the LORD that He had made man on the earth, 

and it grieved Him at His heart.” 



(4) What does Deuteronomy 6:5-6 say is 

our calling because God is one? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Oneness: God is the only God 

 Love only Him (1st commandment). 

 Love Him fully/completely (Matthew 22:37-40). 

 Show your love by obeying Him. 

“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one 

LORD:  And thou shalt love the LORD thy 

God with all thine heart, and with all thy 

soul, and with all thy might.  And these 

words, which I command thee this day, 

shall be in thine heart:” 


