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LESSON #5: GOD’S 

COMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTES 



(1) WHAT IS MEANT BY THE 
“ATTRIBUTES OF GOD”? 

• God’s Attributes are His characteristics/qualities. 

1. Lesson 4, Q 1 – God’s attributes “are the infinite perfections 

of His divine being that reveal to us who and what God is.” 
 

2. The purpose of God’s attributes is to reveal God to us. 

• God reveals Himself by His Names. 

• But more especially by His attributes. 
 

3. God’s attributes are also called God’s “perfections” or 

“virtues” or “praises.” 

• Because God has only good attributes – no bad ones. 

• Because every attribute is perfect in God. 



(2) WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN INCOMMUNICABLE AND 

COMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTES? 

1. Incommunicable Attributes: 
• These attributes are unique to God.  He does not communicate 

(share/give) them to anyone else. 

• Five are mentioned in Lesson #4: God’s (1) Oneness, (2) Simplicity, 

(3) Independency, (4) Infinity, and (5) Immutability. 
 

2. Communicable Attributes: 
• God communicates (shares/gives) these attributes to elect 

believers.  Because of that, we have a likeness to God. 

• God does this in His work of saving us. 

• Romans 8:29 – “For whom He did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be 

conformed to the image of His Son, …” 

• Ephesians 4:24 – “And that ye put on the new man, which after God is 

created in righteousness and true holiness.” 



(3) WHAT ARE THE COMMUNICABLE 
ATTRIBUTES OF GOD? 

(1) 

KNOWLEDGE 

(2) 

WISDOM 

(3) 

GOODNESS 

(4) 

LOVE 

(5) 

GRACE 

(6) 

MERCY 

(7) 

LONGSUFFERING 

(8) 

HOLINESS 

(9) 

TRUTH 

(10) 

RIGHTEOUSNESS 

(11) 

POWER 



(4) SIGNIFICANCE FOR US OF GOD’S 
COMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTES? 

1. We have these attributes in a limited way. 

• They are perfect in God.  And they are infinite in God. 

• Compared to God, we have them in only a small measure. 
 

2. We are commanded to show them in our lives. 

• Ephesians 5:1 – “Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear 

children.”  [“followers” = “imitators”] 

• Colossians 3:10 – “… put on the new man, which is renewed in 
knowledge after the image of him that created him.” 

• Luke 6:36 – “Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is 

merciful.” 

• We must strive to be characterized by Knowledge, wisdom, 
goodness, holiness, truth, love, grace, etc. 

• Thus this question (which we must answer): “How?” 



(5) COMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTE #1 
WHAT IS GOD’S KNOWLEDGE? 

1. Knowledge in God Himself: 
• God’s knowledge is infinite.  He is Omniscient.  He is all-knowing.  

Nothing is secret or unknown to Him. 

• God knows (1) Himself.  And God knows (2) everything He has 
decreed and done – His creation. 

• God knows all things perfectly.  He knows all things continually. 
 

2. Scriptures: 
• Psalm 139:1-4 – “O LORD, Thou hast searched me, and known 

me.  Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, Thou 
understandest my thought afar off.  Thou compassest my path 
and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways.  For 
there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O LORD, Thou knowest 
it altogether.” 

• Hebrews 4:13 – “Neither is there any creature that is not manifest 
in His sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes 
of Him with Whom we have to do.” 



(5) COMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTE #1 
WHAT IS GOD’S KNOWLEDGE? 

• Acts 15:18 – “Known unto God are all His works from the 
beginning of the world.” 

 

3. Application/Significance for us: 

• God (our Father) knows us and all our needs in this life. 

• He knows all your circumstances, troubles, sorrows, etc. 

 

4. Knowledge in us: 

• God gives us the ability to know some of the things He 

knows. 

• What can we know? 

• How do we come to know these things? 



GOD’S FOREKNOWLEDGE 

EVENTS 

•Foreknowledge is 
God’s eternal 
knowledge of what 
is in His counsel. 

• It brings about the 
certainty of events 
happening – this 
does not depend 
on man. 

•E.g., Acts 2:23 – it 
brought about the 
crucifixion of Christ. 

PEOPLE (elect) 

•Romans 8:29. 

•Foreknowledge of 
certain persons 
precedes their 
predestination 
(election). 

•Foreknowledge is 
God fore-loving 
those people – 
freely knowing 
them in love, and 
electing them. 

OTHERS & THINGS 

•God foreknows 
things because 
they are in His 
eternal counsel 
(plan/will). 

•Foreknowledge of 
God causes the 
things it knows – 
they exist because 
God foreknows 
them. 

•E.g., the creation. 

• God’s foreknowledge is causal – it makes things exist and/or happen. 

• God’s foreknowledge is eternal and all-comprehensive – Acts 15:18. 

• There are three things that God foreknows: 



(6) COMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTE #2 
WHAT IS GOD’S WISDOM? 

1. Wisdom in God: 

 

 
• Wisdom refers to God applying His knowledge in what He does.  God 

puts His knowledge into practical use, and does so perfectly. 

• Wisdom means God is able to make everything in history serve the 
highest and best purpose: His glory through saving His church. 

 

2. Scriptures: 
• Romans 11:33 – “O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 

knowledge of God!” 

• Romans 16:27 – “To God only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ for 
ever.  Amen.” 

 

3. Application: 
• Because God is wise, Romans 8:28 is true for us. 

• All things work for our eternal good – our salvation. 

• We don’t always see it is true, but we believe it. 



(6) COMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTE #2 
WHAT IS GOD’S WISDOM? 

4. Wisdom in man: Who is wise? 
• The ungodly are foolish – not because they do not know the truth, but 

because they do not apply it and live according to that knowledge. 
• We are by nature foolish.  But we are made “wise unto salvation 

through faith which is in Christ Jesus” (II Timothy 3:15). 
 

5. Wisdom in us: What is it? 
• Wisdom is not being intellectually outstanding.  Wisdom is not having 

a university degree (initials after your name). 
• Wisdom is the right application of knowledge. 

• You are wise if you use and apply your knowledge of God’s Word in life. 

• That is, you adapt your life to glorify God by keeping His commands. 

• You thus seek the highest good – not yourself, but God and His glory. 
 

6. Wisdom in us: Scriptures: 
• Psalm 111:10 – “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: a 

good understanding have all they that do His commandments; …” 
• Proverbs – This book is God’s wisdom. 

• It is given to God’s people. 

• It is lived by God’s people. 



(7) COMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTE #3 
WHAT IS GOD’S GOODNESS? 

1. God’s Goodness: 

 
• God is perfect in Himself.  He is absolutely perfect.  

There is nothing bad or evil in God. 

• God is perfect in all that He does.  Good in His works 
of creation and providence.  Good to His creatures. 

 

2. Scripture: 
• Matthew 19:17 – “Why callest thou me good?  There is 

none good but one, that is God: …” 

• Psalm 145:9, 16  

• “The LORD is good to all: and his tender mercies are over 
all his works.”  [How is God good?] 

• “Thou openest thine hand, and satisfiest the desire of 
every living thing.” 



(7) COMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTE #3 
WHAT IS GOD’S GOODNESS? 

3. Application: 
• God is good in all His dealings with us – in everything He does 

for us, and to us. 

• God is good in all that He requires of us – His will and His laws 
are good for us. 

 

4. Goodness in us: 
• Good toward God: we love God, we obey God, we do good 

works, etc. 

• Good toward others: do good, not bad/evil.  Loving, gracious, 
merciful, etc. to others. 

 

5. Note: God’s goodness implies (Q&A 4): 

GRACE LOVE 

MERCY LONGSUFFERING 



(8) COMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTE #4 
WHAT IS GOD’S LOVE? 

1. Love in God Himself: 
 

 

 
• Colossians 3:14 – “… put on charity, which is a bond of perfectness.” 

• Love is a bond that exists between and unites perfect people. 
• Love unites the Father, Son and Holy Spirit to each other. 
• This is possible only because they are all perfect/holy/sinless. 

 

• Whom does God love? 
• Himself.  He loves Himself above all others.  He delights in Himself.  

He is attracted to Himself. 
• His people.  God delights in us, is attracted to us, and unites us to 

Himself.  This is possible only because He makes us perfect in Christ. 
 

2. Scriptures: 
• I Jn 4:8 – “He that loves not knows not God; for God is love.” 

• Psalm 146:8 – “… the LORD loveth the righteous.” 



(8) COMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTE #4 
WHAT IS GOD’S LOVE? 

3. Two characteristics of God’s love: 

• His love is particular – only for the righteous (elect). 

• His love is omnipotent – it saves those whom He loves. 
 

4. Love in us: 

• God’s love for us enables us to love God.  (I John 4:10, 19). 

• God’s love for us enables us to love one another.  (I John 

4:11, Eph. 5:1-2) 

• We must reflect God’s love 

• Have a love as described in I Corinthians 13:4-7. 

• Have a love that is giving, sacrificial, selfless, etc. 

 

• Whom can we truly love, according to Col. 3:14? 



(8) COMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTE #4 
WHAT IS GOD’S LOVE? 

5. What is God’s HATRED? 
 

• Scripture teaches it: 
• Psalm 5:5 – “The foolish shall not stand in Thy sight: Thou 

hatest all workers of iniquity.” 

• Romans 9:13 (Malachi 1:3) – “Jacob have I loved, but Esau 
have I hated.” 

• Psalm 11:5, Psalm 45:7, Proverbs 3:32-33. 
 

• God’s Hatred is an aspect of God’s love for Himself. 
• In love for Himself, God hates those who hate Him. 

• God’s hatred is not that some are “loved less” by Him. 

• It means God abhors some & will send them to hell. 
 

• Can we say: “God hates the sin but loves the sinner”? 

 



(8) COMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTE #4 
WHAT IS GOD’S LOVE? 

6. Hatred in us – May we hate? 
 

• How do we reconcile the following texts? 
• Matthew 5:44 – “Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, 

do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which 
despitefully use you, and persecute you.” 

• Psalm 139:21-22 – “Do not I hate them, O LORD, that hate thee? 
and am not I grieved with those that rise up against thee? I hate 
them with perfect hatred ….” 

 

• How love the neighbor, and hate the ungodly? 
• We hate God’s enemies, and we love our enemies. 

• If someone shows himself to be an impenitent enemy of God 
who defiantly hates God, we hate him. 

• But when someone hates you, you love him, do good to him, 
desire his good, desire his salvation. 

• You seek your enemy’s salvation, because you can never 

     know if someone is elect or reprobate. 



(9) COMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTE #5 
WHAT IS GOD’S GRACE? 

 

 

 

 

• Grace is three things: 
1. God’s Beauty. 

• Luke 4:22 – “And all bare him witness, and wondered at the 
gracious words that proceeded out of his mouth.” 

 

2. God’s Unmerited Favor to His people. 
• Eph. 1:7 – “In whom we have redemptions through his blood, the 

forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace.” 
• Grace is the opposite of works and worth – Rom. 11:6, Eph. 2:8-9. 

 

3. God’s Spiritual Power that makes us Beautiful as He is. 
• I Cor. 15:10 – “But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his 

grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I   
labored more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the          
grace of God which was with me.” 

“Grace is God’s attitude of undeserved favor 

towards His people in Christ, and the power 

whereby He saves them” (Q&A 8). 



(9) COMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTE #5 
WHAT IS GOD’S GRACE? 

• God is gracious only because Christ earned it for us. 
 

 

• Grace In Us: 
• We show favor to someone who does not deserve it – 

especially by forgiving someone who sins against us. 

• Eph. 4:32 – “Be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving 
one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.” 

• Note: We forgive only in the way of repentance.  Luke 17:3-4. 
 

• God’s grace is Particular: 
• Psalm 5:5, 11:5, 34:16.  Proverbs 3:33, 11:20. 

• God gives “good things” to the wicked – Matt. 5:45. 

• But not given in His favor – Psalm 73:18-20. 

• Grace is not in things – grace is an attitude. 

God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense 



(10) COMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTE #6 
WHAT IS GOD’S MERCY? 

• Mercy in God: (Q&A 9) 

 

 

 

 

• Explanation: 
• Man is miserable – because of sin, guilt, punishment he 

deserves, and he cannot deliver himself. 

• God takes pity on us in our misery.  He does so even though we 
bring the misery upon ourselves. 

• God rescues us from our misery.  He wills to bless us.  Thus His 
mercy springs into action and saves. 

 

• NB: God’s mercy does a lot more than our mercy. 

“God’s attitude of pity towards His people in their 

misery and His power to deliver them from it.” 



(10) COMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTE #6 
WHAT IS GOD’S MERCY? 

• Scriptures: 
• Psalm 106:44 – God has pity on His people in their afflictions. 

• Romans 9:15, 18 – God is merciful, but His mercy is particular. 

• Luke 1:54, 72 – God’s mercy is more than simply pity. 

• Ephesians 2:4-5 – God’s mercy results in our regeneration. 
 

• Mercy in Us: 
• Have pity toward those in need, and seek to help them. 

• This is done especially through the office of deacon in the church. 

• Also the calling of a pastor in His pastoral care of God’s people. 
• Each believer must also show mercy on a personal level.  How? 

 

• I Corinthians 12:25-26 – “That there should be no schism in 
the body; but that the members should have the same 
care one for another.  And whether one member suffer,    
all the members suffer with it; …” 



(11) COMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTE #7 
WHAT IS GOD’S LONGSUFFERING? 

 

 

 

 

 

Explanation 

• Longsuffering is God’s patience in reference to His people. 
• God desires that they share the full blessedness of heaven. 

• When He sees them suffering, it moves Him to want to rescue them. 

• But God restrains Himself.  He doesn’t bring history to an end yet. 

• Thus His people continue to suffer. 
 

• Why? 
• Because God has a whole family to save – many not born yet. 

• Because suffering is necessary to prepare us for glory. 

Longsuffering is the perfection of God whereby He strongly desires 

to save His people from their afflictions and from their suffering at 

the hands of the ungodly, but God does not do so until the church 

and every believer is fully prepared for their salvation. 



(11) COMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTE #7 
WHAT IS GOD’S LONGSUFFERING? 

Scriptures: 
• I Peter 3:20 – “Which sometime were disobedient, when once the 

longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark 
was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by 
water.” 

• II Peter 3:9 – “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as 
some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not 
willing that any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance.”  [Extra Work #4] 

• James 5:7 – “Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of 
the Lord.  Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of 
the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early 
and latter rain.” 
 

Longsuffering Shared With Us: 

• We are patient with regard to our sufferings (James 5:7). 

• We are patient toward our fellow believers. 



(12) COMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTE #8 
WHAT IS GOD’S HOLINESS? 

Holiness in God: 
 

 

 

 

 

Explanation – Holiness is two things: 

1. Separation From Sin! 
• God is pure.  God is free from all defilement of sin and evil. 

• God hates sin, and is separated from all sin and sinners. 
 

2. Consecration To Good! 
• God is consecrated (devoted) to Himself. 

• Why?   Because He is the Only Good. 

GOD IS SEPARATED FROM ALL EVIL 
AND FULLY CONSECRATED TO HIMSELF 



(12) COMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTE #8 
WHAT IS GOD’S HOLINESS? 

Scriptures: 
• I Peter 1:15-16 – “But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye 

holy in all manner of conversation; Because it is written, Be ye 
holy; for I am holy.” 

• I John 1:5 – “… God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.” 

• Isaiah 6:1-3 – “I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and 
lifted up, and his train filled the temple.  Above it stood the 
seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his 
face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did 
fly.  And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the 
LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.” 

• Habakkuk 1:13 – “Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and 
canst not look on iniquity …” 
 

Holiness In Us – Twofold, corresponding to the 2 aspects in God: 

1. Freedom from Sin – sin is not the ruling power in our lives. 

2. Consecration to God – lives devoted to God & His glory. 

          [Note: Holiness in us = REPENTANCE.] 



(13) COMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTE #9 
WHAT IS GOD’S TRUTH? 

• TRUTH In God Himself: 
 

 

 

 
 

 

• Scriptures: 
• Deuteronomy 32:4 – “He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for 

all his ways are judgment: a God of truth and without 
iniquity, just and right is he.” 
 

• II Timothy 4:7-8 – “I have fought a good fight, I have finished 
my course, I have kept the faith:  Henceforth there is laid up 
for me a crown of righteousness, which  the Lord, the 
righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me 
only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.” 

GOD CAN NEVER LIE.  HE IS ALWAYS TRUTHFUL. 
He reveals Himself to us exactly as He is. 

He always judges in perfect righteousness. 



(13) COMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTE #9 
WHAT IS GOD’S TRUTH? 

Truth In Us: 

• Exodus 20:16 – “Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 
neighbour.” 
• Question – What is required in the ninth commandment? (HC, LD 43) 
• Answer – That I bear false witness against no man, nor falsify any 

man's words; that I be no backbiter, nor slanderer; that I do not 
judge, nor join in condemning any man rashly, or unheard; but that 
I avoid all sorts of lies and deceit, as the proper works of the devil, 
unless I would bring down upon me the heavy wrath of God; 
likewise, that in judgment and all other dealings I love the truth, 
speak it uprightly and confess it; also that I defend and promote, as 
much as I am able, the honor and good character of my neighbor. 
 

• Ephesians 4:25 
• Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his 

neighbour: for we are members one of another.” 
 

• Matthew 5:37 
• “But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for 

whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil.” 



(14) COMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTE #10 
WHAT IS GOD’S RIGHTEOUSNESS? 

• Righteousness in God Himself: 

 

 
 
 

 

• Explanation: 
• God is Righteous within Himself – All God’s thoughts, desires, 

decisions, and life are in harmony with His being and will. 
• God is Righteous outside Himself – All His actions (all He does 

outside Himself) are in harmony with His being and will. 
 

• Scriptures: 
• Psalm 145:17 – “The LORD is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all 

his works.” 
• Romans 3:25-26 – “Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation 

through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the 
remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;     
To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might         
be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.” 

EVERYTHING GOD DECIDES AND DOES IS IN PERFECT 

HARMONY WITH GOD’S BEING AND WILL 



(14) COMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTE #10 
WHAT IS GOD’S RIGHTEOUSNESS? 

• God is righteous with respect to all men. 

• He is righteous both toward the wicked, and the elect. 

• This will be fully revealed on the Judgment Day. 

• God will justly punish the wicked, and justly reward the elect. 
 

• Righteousness in Us: 

• Righteousness in us means “to be right with God” 

• We are righteous when we conform our thoughts, desires, 
will, life, actions, etc., to God’s will. 

• We must therefore strive to be in harmony with God’s will,    
by obeying God (keeping God’s commands). 

• This includes being righteous (just/fair) to others. 
 

• We can only be righteous through the imputed 
righteousness of Christ.  (Rom. 3:25-26) 



(15) COMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTE #11 
WHAT IS GOD’S POWER? 

POWER in God Himself: 

 

 

 

 
EXPLANATION: 

• God is almighty – all power in whole universe is God’s power.  

• God has the power/ability to do whatever He is pleased to do. 
 

SCRIPTURES: 

• Revelation 1:8 – “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and 
the ending, saith the Lord, … the Almighty.” 

• Daniel 4:35 – “… he doeth according to his will in the army of 
heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none      
can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou?” 

• Psalm 115:3 – “But our God is in the heavens: he hath done 
whatsoever he hath pleased.” 

God Is Omnipotent And Able To Accomplish All 
That He Has Determined To Do In His Counsel 



(15) COMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTE #11 
WHAT IS GOD’S POWER? 

APPLICATION: 

• Nothing can separate us from God. 
• Romans 8:35-39 – nothing in the whole universe. 

• Nothing can prevent our salvation. 
• Jude 24 – “Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, 

and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory 
with exceeding joy” 

 

POWER IN US: 

• We are given power to fight against and overcome our 
enemies: (1) devil, (2) world, (3) our own sinful flesh. 

• We fight using spiritual weapons – Eph. 6:10-18. 

• We fight a battle Christ has already won. 
• “More than conquerors” through Christ (Rom. 8:37). 

• We have the victory (I Corinthians 15:57). 


