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OVERVIEW OF LESSON #7 

 Explanation of God’s works in eternity (Q&A 1-3). 
 

 Names for God’s works in eternity (Q&A 4). 
 

 Attributes of God’s works in eternity (Q&A 5-7). 
 

 Content of God’s works in eternity (Q&A 8-10). 

 Decrees of Predestination, Creation, Providence. 

 Our focus will be on the decree of Predestination. 



Introduction: GOD’S WORKS 

 God is always active.  He is a God Who works. 

 He always has worked – thus, His works in eternity. 

 He is still always working – thus, His works in time. 

 

 Works in Eternity 

Decree of 
Predestination 

Decree of 
Providence 

Decree of 
Creation 

Works in Time 

Work of Creation 

Work of Providence 

Work of Salvation 



What is GOD’S COUNSEL? 

 DEFINITION (Q&A 3): 

 

 

 

 Ephesians 1:11-12 

11. In Whom also we have obtained an inheritance, 
being predestinated according to the purpose of 
Him who worketh all things after the counsel of His 
own will: 

12. That we should be to the praise of His glory, who 
first trusted in Christ. 

God’s counsel is His eternal and perfect plan concerning 

everything He will do in time and history for His own glory. 



What is GOD’S COUNSEL? 

 Explanation: 
1. God’s one goal and purpose in His counsel and 

therefore in all that He does is His own glory. 

2. God accomplishes this through saving His elect 
church in and through Jesus Christ. 

3. Everything that happens in time revolves around 
the salvation of the elect.  (Note: “The church” is 
not simply a footnote in the history of the world.) 

 

 Significance: 
 All that occurs is for our salvation – all things big & 

small, good & evil, pleasant & unpleasant, etc. 

 In order to have comfort, we need to be constantly 
conscious of the eternal counsel of God. 

 Psalm 73:24, Psalm 139:17-18. 



BIBLICAL TERMS for God’s Counsel 

1. COUNSEL: 
 Psalm 73:24, Prov. 19:21, 

Isaiah 19:17, Acts 2:23. 

 The 3 Persons of the Trinity 
consulted together. 

 

2. WILL: 

 Luke 22:42, John 4:34, Acts 
13:22, Ephesians 1:5. 

 What God decided in His 
mind to do. 

 

3. GOOD PLEASURE: 
 Psalm 115:3, Isaiah 46:10, 

Luke 12:32, Ephesians 1:5. 

 God decides and does what 
He Himself pleases. 

4. PURPOSE: 
 Jeremiah 49:20, Jeremiah 

50:45, Ephesians 1:11. 

 It is a well worked out plan – 
not haphazard. 

 God’s plan has one main 
aim/goal/purpose. 

 

5. DECREE: 

 Psalm 2:7, 148:6, Job 28:26. 

 “Decree” = an official law. 

 God has made a definite 
and absolute/final decision 
concerning all that will take 
place. 

 Therefore it will happen 
exactly as He has decreed. 



ATTRIBUTES of God’s Counsel 

ATTRIBUTES 

E T E R N AL  

S O V E R E I G N  

U N C H AN G E A B L E  

A L L - C O M P R E H E N S I V E  

E F F I C AC I O U S  

O N E / U N I F I E D  

W I S E  

G O O D  

SCRIPTURES 

DANIEL 4:34-35 

NUMBERS 23:19 

ACTS 4:27-28 

ROMANS 8:28 

EPHESIANS 1:4 

ISAIAH 14:24, 27 

ACTS 15:18 

GENESIS 1:31 

MATTHEW 10:29-30 

ISAIAH 46:10 

PSALM 73:1 

ROMANS 11:33-34 

COLOSSIANS 1:13-20 

PROVERBS 19:21 

ISAIAH 40:13 



GOD’S ETERNAL DECREE OF 
PREDESTINATION 

 What is PREDESTINATION? 

 What is ELECTION? 

 What is REPROBATION? 

 What is GOD’S PURPOSE with these? 

 What should OUR ATTITUDE be to this truth? 



What is PREDESTINATION? 

 Q&A 8 – “God’s eternal counsel with regard to the eternal state of 

His rational creatures, including election and reprobation.” 
 

1. God decided each creature’s eternal state – whether he 

will spend eternity in heaven, or eternity in hell. 

2. God decided this for all rational creatures.  Not only all 

humans – also all angels and devils (fallen angels). 

3. God eternally decided this.  Before time began.  Before 

anyone existed.  Before anyone did anything. 

4. Double Predestination: God eternally elected some, AND 

God eternally reprobated others. 
 

 John Calvin: “… God by His eternal goodwill appointed those 

whom He pleased unto salvation, rejecting all the rest ….” 



BIBLICAL PROOFS for 

Predestination? 

 Romans 9:11-13 – “(For the children being not yet born, neither 

having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according 

to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth); It 

was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger.  As it is 

written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated.” 

 Malachi 1:2-3 – “…  Was not Esau Jacob’s brother? saith the 

LORD: yet I loved Jacob, And I hated Esau …” 

 Romans 9:18 – “Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have 

mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth.” 

 Romans 9:21 – “Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the 

same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto 

dishonour?” 

 Matthew 22:14 – “For many are called, but few are chosen.” 

 I Thessalonians 5:9 – “For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but 

to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ.” 



Our Reformed Confessions 

 Belgic Confession, Article 16 – 

“We believe that all the posterity 

of Adam being thus fallen into 

perdition and ruin, by the sin of 

our first parents, God then did 

manifest himself such as he is; 

that is to say, merciful and just: 

Merciful, since he delivers and 

preserves from this perdition all, 

whom he, in his eternal and 

unchangeable counsel of mere 

goodness, hath elected in Christ 

Jesus our Lord, without any 

respect to their works: Just, in 

leaving others in the fall and 

perdition wherein they have 

involved themselves.” 

 Canons Of Dordt, Head I, Art. 15 – 

“What peculiarly tends to 

illustrate and recommend to us 

the eternal and unmerited grace of 

election is the express testimony 

of sacred Scripture that not all, 

but some only, are elected, while 

others are passed by in the 

eternal election of God; whom 

God, out of His sovereign, most 

just, irreprehensible, and un-

changeable good pleasure, hath 

decreed to leave in the common 

misery into which they have 

wilfully plunged themselves ….” 



What is ELECTION? 
 Q&A 9 – “The eternal, sovereign, and gracious good-pleasure of 

God to save to eternal glory some men through the means of 
faith in Christ.” 
 

 Canons of Dordt, Head I, Article 7 

• “Election is the unchangeable purpose of God, whereby, before the foundation 
of the world, he hath out of mere grace, according to the sovereign good 
pleasure of his own will, chosen, from the whole human race, which had fallen 
through their own fault, from their primitive state of rectitude, into sin and 
destruction, a certain number of persons to redemption in Christ, whom he 
from eternity appointed the Mediator and Head of the elect, and the 
foundation of Salvation. 

• “This elect number, though by nature neither better nor more deserving than 
the others, but with them involved in one common misery, God hath decreed to 
give to Christ, to be saved by him, and effectually to call and draw them to his 
communion by his Word and Spirit, to bestow upon them true faith, 
justification and sanctification; and having powerfully preserved them in the 
fellowship of his Son, finally, to glorify them for the demonstration of his 
mercy, and for the praise of his glorious grace; …” 



Biblical Proofs for 
ELECTION? 

• Psalm 132:13 – “For the LORD hath chose Zion; …” 

• John 15:16 – “Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and 
ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit …” 

• Ephesians 1:4-5 – “According as he hath chosen us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame 
before him in love: Having predestinated us unto the adoption of 
children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his 
will.” 

• II Thessalonians 2:13 – “But we are bound to give thanks always to God 
for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the 
beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit 
and belief of the truth.” 

• Acts 13:48 – “… as many as were ordained to eternal life believed.” 

• Romans 8:29 – “For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to 
be conformed to the image of his Son …” 



What are the Characteristics 
of Election? 

1. Election is ETERNAL 

• Because it is eternal, it is unchangeable. 

• Ephesians 1:4, II Thessalonians 2:13, II Timothy 1:9. 
 

2. Election is PERSONAL 
• God not only chose the whole church – also specific individuals/members. 

• Ephesians 1:4, Romans 8:29-20, Revelation 17:8. 
 

3. Election is GRACIOUS 
• No one deserves to be chosen.  No one can do anything in order to be chosen. 

• Deuteronomy 7:7-8, Romans 9:11, Romans 11:5. 
 

4. Election is UNCONDITIONAL 
• Arminians: “God chose those who would believe.” 

• Reformed: “God chose some, and then gives faith so they do believe.” 

• Faith is a fruit of election – not a cause/reason for election. 

• Romans 8:29, Acts 13:48. 



What is the Purpose of Election? 

1. OUR SALVATION 

• God’s purpose in choosing 
some is to save them eternally 
from death and hell. 
 

• He makes this a reality – He 
regenerates, calls, gives faith, 
justifies, sanctifies, preserves, 
and glorifies. 
 

• Election explains why some 
people are saved from the sin 
into which all men fell in Adam. 
 

• God’s purpose for the elect is 
not merely earthly blessings, 
but eternal salvation. 
 

• Canons of Dordt, Head I, Art. 7 

 

 

2. GOD’S GLORY 

• All men deserve eternal 
damnation in hell. 

• But God in election chose to 
save some from this. 

• This shows the greatness of 
His mercy and grace. 

 

• Rom. 9:23 – “And that he might 
make known the riches of his 
glory on the vessels of mercy, 
which he had afore prepared 
unto glory.” 
 

• We should already praise God 
for this.  We will do so 
eternally.  (Canons of Dordt, 
Head I, Art. 7.) 

 



What is REPROBATION? 

 Q&A 10 – “The eternal, sovereign, and righteous good-pleasure of 

God to condemn some men to eternal damnation on account of 

their sin.” 

 

 Canons of Dordt, Head I, Article 15 - “[It] is the express testimony of 

sacred Scripture, that not all, but some only are elected, while 

others are passed by in the eternal election of God; whom God, out 

of his sovereign, most just, irreprehensible and unchangeable good 

pleasure, hath decreed to leave in the common misery into which 

they have wilfully plunged themselves, and not to bestow upon 

them saving faith and the grace of conversion; but leaving them in 

his just judgment to follow their own ways, at last for the declaration 

of his justice, to condemn and punish them forever, not only on 

account of their unbelief, but also for all their other sins.  And this is 

the decree of reprobation ...” 



What are the Biblical Proofs for 

Reprobation? 

1. “Election” means “chosen out of.”  This clearly implies some 

are not chosen – that is, reprobation. 

2. Romans 9:18 – “Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have 

mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth.” 

3. I Peter 2:8 – “And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, 

even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: 

whereunto also they were appointed.” 

4. Proverbs 16:4 – “The LORD hath made all things for himself: 

yea, even the wicked for the day of evil.” 

5. Jude 4 – “For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were 

before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, … 

denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

6. Revelation 13:8 – “And all that dwell upon the earth shall 

worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life …” 



What are the Characteristics 

of Reprobation? 
1. Reprobation is ETERNAL 

 It is not decided by God “after” a person has committed sins. 

 Therefore reprobation is unchangeable. 

 Romans 9:11-13, Romans 9:17, Jude 4. 
 

2. Reprobation is PERSONAL 

 God sovereignly rejects specific people. 

 Romans 9 mentions “Esau” and “Pharaoh” by name. 
 

3. Reprobation is UNCONDITIONAL 

 Someone is not reprobated because they do not believe. 

 One is reprobated because it is God’s good pleasure to reject/reprobate him. 

 Romans 9:18, Romans 9:21, I Peter 2:7-8, John 10:26. 

 

 NOTE: God deals with people in time according to this decree: 

 (1) Either, He does not bring the gospel to them, 

 (2) Or, He does not work faith in them and save them. 



What is the Purpose 

of Reprobation? 

1. To show God’s 

holiness and 

justice. 

 God is holy – He 

hates sin and 

sinners, and 

punishes sinners 

for their sins. 

 God is just (fair) 

– when He sends 

people to hell, 

they deserve it. 

 Art. 16 of Belgic 

Confession. 
 

2. To magnify 

God’s grace 

that is shown 

to the elect. 

 Reprobation is 

the black back-

ground that 

makes election 

stand our more 

brightly. 

 See the Canons 

of Dordt, Head I, 

Article 15. 
 

3. To serve 

election. 

 The reprobate 

and all they do in 

the world today 

serves the elect. 

 II Cor. 4:15 – “For 

all things are for 

your sakes, …” 

 Can compare it 

to a building and 

its scaffolding. 

 Cp. a corn plant. 



Our Reformed Confessions 

 Belgic Confession, Article 16 – 

 “We believe that all the 

posterity of Adam being thus 

fallen into perdition and ruin, by 

the sin of our first parents, God 

then did manifest himself such as 

he is; that is to say, merciful and 

just: Merciful, since he delivers 

and preserves from this perdition 

all, whom he, in his eternal and 

unchangeable counsel of mere 

goodness, hath elected in Christ 

Jesus our Lord, without any 

respect to their works: Just, in 

leaving others in the fall and 

perdition wherein they have 

involved themselves.” 

 Canons Of Dordt, Head I, Art. 15 – 

 “What peculiarly tends to 

illustrate and recommend to us 

the eternal and unmerited grace of 

election is the express testimony 

of sacred Scripture that not all, 

but some only, are elected, while 

others are passed by in the 

eternal election of God; whom 

God, out of His sovereign, most 

just, irreprehensible, and un-

changeable good pleasure, hath 

decreed to leave in the common 

misery into which they have 

wilfully plunged themselves ….” 



Are Election & Reprobation 

Equal/Parallel to each other? 

 At the time of the Reformation, the Arminians (Remonstrants) 
attacked the Reformed doctrine of Predestination. 
 Their accusation was that Predestination means that “in the same manner in 

which election is the fountain and cause of faith and good works, 
reprobation is the cause of unbelief and impiety.”  [see Conclusion to the 
Canons of Dordt] 

 Has been referred to as the “equal ultimacy” of election and reprobation.  
The idea is that these decrees are equally the ultimate causes of faith (good 
works of the elect) and unbelief (sins of the reprobate). 

 

 How do we answer this accusation? 
 The first part is true – election is indeed the fountain and cause of the faith 

and good works of the righteous. 

 The second part is false – the source or fountain of unbelief and impiety in 
the wicked is not that God reprobated them, but is in man himself (his 
sinful, depraved nature). 

 

 Thus election and reprobation are not equal in all respects. 



How are Election & Reprobation 

Equal?  How not Equal? 

 Election and Reprobation are equal in this sense: 
 Both are equally eternal, sovereign, unconditional decrees of God. 

 The elect are not chosen because of anything in them or done by them. 

 Reprobate are not rejected because of anything in them or done by them. 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

1. They are unequal/differ (1) as regards MAN’S WORKS: 
 Election is the fountain & cause of the good works of the elect. 

 Reprobation is not the fountain & cause of the works of the wicked. 
 

2. They are unequal/differ (2) as regards God’s “REWARD”: 
 The Elect are not saved because of their good works. 

 The Reprobate are condemned & punished because of their works (sins). 
 

3. They are unequal/differ (3) as regards SIGNIFICANCE: 
 Election is prominent in God’s counsel – Reprobation is not prominent. 

 Reprobation serves Election.  The Reprobate serve the Elect. 



What should belief in the truth 
of Predestination produce in us? 

1. Personal Humility before God.  Humbled that He has 
chosen you. 
 

2. True Submission to God and His sovereign will.  He is the 
sovereign “potter.” 
 

3. Comfort (rather than anxiety) for now and the future.  If 
you are elect, all is well now and forever. 
 

4. Thankfulness and praise to God for His amazing grace in 
choosing and saving an undeserving sinner. 
 

5. A healthy zeal for evangelism.  While the world remains, 
God still has His elect in the world and saves them by 
means of preaching.  Matthew 24:14, I Corinthians 1:21. 
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EXTRA WORK #1 
1. Look up Rom. 9:11-18 and Eph. 1:4-5 and answer these questions: 

 Does God elect people because they believe on Him? 
 Does God reprobate people because they refuse to believe? 

 

 Romans 9:11-18 – “11 (For the children being not yet born, neither having done 
any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, 
not of works, but of him that calleth;) 12 It was said unto her, The elder shall 
serve the younger. 13 As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated. 
14 What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid. 15 
For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will 
have compassion on whom I will have compassion. 16 So then it is not of him 
that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy. 17 For 
the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I raised 
thee up, that I might shew my power in thee, and that my name might be 
declared throughout all the earth. 18 Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will 
have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth.” 
 

 Ephesians 1:4-5 – “4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him 
in love: 5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus 
Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,” 



EXTRA WORK #2 

2. What does John 10:25-26 teach concerning the 
relation between reprobation and unbelief? 

_______________________ 

 

 John 10:25-26 – “Jesus answered them, I told you, and 
ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father's 
name, they bear witness of me. But ye believe not, 
because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you.” 



EXTRA WORK #3 
3. What do Canons I, 6; John 6:40; and Acts 13:48 teach 

concerning the relation between faith and the decree of 
election? 

 

 Canons I, 6 – “That some receive the gift of faith from God, and 
others do not receive it proceeds from God's eternal decree, "For 
known unto God are all his works from the beginning of the world," 
Acts 15:18.  "Who worketh all things after the counsel of his will," 
Ephesians 1:11.  According to which decree, he graciously softens the 
hearts of the elect, however obstinate, and inclines them to believe, …” 

 John 6:40 – “And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one 
which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting life: 
and I will raise him up at the last day.” 

 Acts 13:48 – “And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and 
glorified the word of the Lord: and as many as were ordained to 
eternal life believed.” 



EXTRA WORK #4 

4. Look up II Peter 1:10 and explain how we can 
make our election sure. 

 
 II Peter 1:10 – “Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to 

make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye 
shall never fall:” 
 

 [Canons I, 12 – “The elect in due time, though in various 
degrees and in different measures, attain the assurance of this 
their eternal and unchangeable election, not by inquisitively 
prying into the secret and deep things of God, but by observing 
in themselves with a spiritual joy and holy pleasure, the 
infallible fruits of election pointed out in the Word of God - such 
as a true faith in Christ, filial fear, a godly sorrow for sin, a 
hungering and thirsting after righteousness, etc.”] 



EXTRA WORK #5 
5. How does the First Point of common grace militate 

against the doctrine of predestination? 
 

 First Point of Common Grace (adopted by the Christian 
Reformed Church in 1924)  
 “Regarding the first point, touching the favorable attitude of God 

toward mankind in general and not only toward the elect, Synod 
declares that according to Scripture and the Confession, it is 
established, that besides the saving grace of God shown only to the elect 
unto eternal life, there is also a certain favor or grace of God which He 
shows to his creatures in general.  This is evident from the Scripture 
passages that were quoted and from the Canons of Dordt, II, 5 and III, 
IV, 8, 9, where the general offer of the gospel is set forth; while it also is 
evident from the citations made from Reformed writers belonging to the 
most flourishing period of Reformed theology that our fathers from of 
old maintained this view. [Psalm 145:9, Matthew 5:44-45, Luke 6:35-36, 
Acts 14:16-17, I Timothy 4:10, Romans 2:4, Ezekiel 33:11, Ezekiel 18:23.]” 



EXTRA WORK #6 
6. Look up Romans 9:22-23 and explain what 

according to this passage is God’s purpose in 
election and reprobation. 

 

 Romans 9:22-23 – “22 What if God, willing to shew his 
wrath, and to make his power known, endured with 
much longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to 
destruction: 23 And that he might make known the 
riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had 
afore prepared unto glory,” 



EXTRA WORK #7 
7. Look up the proof texts in answers 9 & 10 and show 

how they prove election and reprobation. 

 

 Ephesians 1:5-6 
 

 II Thessalonians 2:13 
 

 Romans 8:29 
 

 I Peter 2:8 
 

 Romans 9:17-18 
 

 Proverbs 16:4 


