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INTRODUCTION 

THE SIX SECTIONS OF 
REFORMED DOCTRINE 

– Theology-------- 

– Anthropology--    

– Christology----- 

– Soteriology----- 

– Ecclesiology---- 

– Eschatology---- 

 

• DOCTRINES TREATED 
IN ANTHROPOLOGY 

– God’s Work of 
Creation 

– God’s Work of 
Providence 

– Man as created (state 
of righteousness) 

– Man’s fall into sin 

GOD 

MAN 

CHRIST 

SALVATION 

CHURCH 

END TIMES 



WHAT IS GOD’S WORK OF 
“CREATION/CREATING”? 

 

 

 

 
• In His eternal counsel, God planned everything that 

would ever exist in time. 
 

• By His work of creation, God gave existence to the 
things that were in His counsel. 
– Before God created, nothing existed – not one atom. 

– The reason anything now exists is because God made it. 

“To create is that act of God whereby God, by the 
word of His power, called into existence the things 

that were not as though they were” (Q&A 2) 



HOW DO WE KNOW GOD 
CREATED EVERYTHING? 

• We know it “by faith” – we believe it (Q&A 10) 
– Hebrews 11:3 – “Through faith we understand that 

the worlds were framed by the word of God, …” 

– Apostles’ Creed: “I believe in God the Father, 
Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: …” 

– Belgic Confession, Art. 12, “Of the Creation”: …. 
 

• Faith depends on the Word of God (the Bible) 
– We simply believe what the Bible states and teaches 

concerning creation (Essentials Lesson #2). 

– Every false view concerning the origin of all things 
disregards the Word of God. 



SIX TRUTHS 
CONCERNING CREATION 

Who Created Everything? 

What Did God Create? 

When Did God Create? 

How Did God Create? 

How Long Did God Create? 

Why Did God Create? 



(1) WHO CREATED EVERYTHING? 

• THE TRIUNE GOD CREATED: 

– Exodus 20:11 

– Nehemiah 9:6 

– Isaiah 45:12, 18 

– Jeremiah 10:10-12 
 

• ALL THREE PERSONS OF TRINITY INVOLVED: 

– 1st Person: Genesis 1:1, I Corinthians 8:6 

– 2nd Person: Gen. 1:3, Ps. 33:6, Jn. 1:1-3, Col. 1:16 

– 3rd Person: Genesis 1:2, Job 26:13, Psalm 33:6 



(2) WHAT DID GOD CREATE? 

• THE CREATION DAYS 
1. Heaven, Earth, Light 
2. Firmament 
3. Dry land, Sea, Plants 
4. Sun, Moon, Stars 
5. Fish, Birds 
6. Animals, Man 
7. God rested. 

 

• God created everything! 
– Genesis 1, Nehemiah 9:6, 

Ps. 33:6, Rev. 4:11, etc. 
– Also the heavenly realm 

(Gen. 1:1, Job 38:4-7). 

• AN ORDERLY WORK 
– Days 1-3 - God prepared 

creation for creatures. 
 

– Days 4-6 - God created 
creatures and man. 
 

– Man was God’s most 
important creation: 
• Spoke before He made man. 
• Made Him with special care. 
• Made Him in His own image. 

 

– God prepared the whole 
creation for man to live in 
and to rule. 



(3) WHEN DID GOD CREATE? 

1. God created IN THE BEGINNING 

– Genesis 1:1 – “In the beginning God created the 
heaven and the earth.” 

– When God said “Let there be …”, then time was 
created and began. 

– God’s work of creating was His first work outside 
Himself and outside His counsel. 

 

2. God created ABOUT 6,000 YEARS AGO 

– This is calculated from genealogies in the Bible. 

– “The beginning” was about 6,000 years ago. 



(4) HOW DID GOD CREATE? 

1. God created OUT OF NOTHING  (ex nihilo) 
– When we make things, we need materials.  God did not need 

or use pre-existing materials when He created. 
– Heb. 11:3 – “… things which are seen were not made of 

things which do appear.”   
– Rom. 4:17 – God calls things that be not as though they were. 

 

2. God created BY SPEAKING 
– Genesis 1:3 – “And God said, Let there be light: and there was 

light.”  (Also Gen. 1:6, 9, 11, 14, 20, 24, Psalm 33:6, etc.) 
 

• Explanation of Genesis 1:1-2: 
– On Day 1, God made all the material for the whole creation.  

The material was in a state of chaos – unformed. 
– On the other days of creation week, God made each individual 

creature by calling it forth out of that mass of material. 



(5) HOW LONG DID GOD CREATE? 

• How long did it take God to create?  (Q&A 4) 
– Not millions or billions of years, with gradual change. 
– SIX LITERAL DAYS – each day was a 24 HOUR DAY. 

 

• Proofs for 24 hour days: 
– Genesis 1:5, 8, 13, 19, 23, 31 – each day had an 

“evening” and a “morning.” 
– Exodus 20:11 – the creation days are the basis of our 

seven day week. 
– Genesis 5:4-5 – “day” refers to a literal, 24 hour day. 

 

• How do we explain II Peter 3:8 (Extra Work #4)? 
– Does it give support for the idea that the “days” of 

Genesis 1 were very long periods of time? 
– Significant is the word “as.”  God is not time-bound. 



(6) WHY DID GOD CREATE? 

• Negatively: 

– Not because He needed to. 

– Not for man’s happiness (to use it for his own ends). 

– Not so that man could live forever on earth. 
 

• Positively: FOR GOD’S OWN GLORY  (Q&A 9) 

– The creation itself and every creature glorifies God 
(Psalm 8:1, 19:1-2, Isaiah 43:7, Revelation 4:11). 

– Especially salvation glorifies God.  He created the 
world as the setting where He would glorify Himself 
through saving the elect in Christ.  (Col. 1:15f) 



THE FINISHED CREATION 

1. The creation was VERY GOOD  (Q&A 8) 
– There was no sin in the creation. 

– Everything turned out as God willed/planned. 

– Everything perfectly suited to God’s purpose for it. 
 

2. The creation was FINITE 
– The universe is great!  Man cannot fully discover 

and understand it. 

– But it is a finite universe.  It is limited.  There is an 
end to the universe. 

– God alone is infinite (not limited by time or space). 



THE  SIGNIFICANCE  OF  THE 
DOCTRINE  OF  CREATION 

1. Shows God’s greatness and goodness.  (Psalm 
19:1-2, Romans 1:18-20.) 
 

2. God created all earthly things to be pictures of 
heavenly and spiritual things.  Genesis 1:14. 

1. Thus, that makes parables possible. 
2. Thus Christ is called a Lamb, Lion, Sun, etc. 

 

3. God’s work of creation (creating physical life) is a 
picture of our regeneration (creating spiritual life). 
 

4. The completed and perfect creation (paradise) 
was a picture of the new heavenly creation – the 
2nd Paradise.  (Revelation 2:7.) 



EXTRA WORK – LESSON #8 
1. What does the theory of evolution 

teach? 
2. Prove from Scripture that this 

theory is wrong.  Cf. Genesis 1, 
Exodus 20:11, Hebrews 11:3, 
Romans 4:17. 

3. What does Hebrews 11:3 mean 
when it states that by faith we 
understand that the worlds were 
framed by the Word of God? 
(answered above) 

4. How do you explain the word “day” 
in the following passages: Genesis 
1:14-19, Genesis 5:4, II Peter 3:8?  
(answered above) 

NOW CONSIDER & CRITIQUE: 

1. ATHEISTIC EVOLUTION 

2. THEISTIC EVOLUTION 



DENIALS  OF  THE 
DOCTRINE  OF  CREATION 

• THIS DOCTRINE is DENIED by EVOLUTION 
1. Atheistic Evolution. 
2. Theistic Evolution. 

 

• WHY IS THIS DOCTRINE DENIED? 
1. Because some reject the doctrine of Scripture: 

• Do not maintain the sole authority of the Word of God. 
• Allow the findings of Science to have more authority. 
 

2. Because some do not have faith. 
• It is “by faith” alone that we believe what the Scriptures 

say concerning creation – Hebrews 11:3. 
• It is necessary to believe the doctrine of creation in order 

to be saved – Apostles’ Creed, Art. 1. 
• Those who deny creation do not have a true, saving faith. 



EVOLUTIONISM 
(Doctrine According To Godliness, Rev. R. Hanko, p. 87) 

• It is often suggested that the theory of evolutionism, 
Darwinian or otherwise, is scientific and that when it 
conflicts with the biblical account of creation, it is the 
latter which must give way.  Evolution is fact, so it is said, 
but the creation story is only a matter of religious belief.  
This is a lie. 

• The basic principles of evolutionism are not scientific 
facts at all, but matters of belief.  Evolutionism is as 
much a religion as is belief in the Bible and what it 
teaches about the origins of this world.  Indeed, 
evolutionism is the religion of those who want to explain 
the world without God, who wish to put Him out of His 
world, both as Creator and as the God of providence. 

• Evolutionism, therefore, is really atheism – a religion that 
denies God and His place over the creation. 



THE  THEORY  OF 
ATHEISTIC  EVOLUTION 

• THEORY OF ATHEISTIC 
EVOLUTION: 

– All that exists evolved 
over billions of years. 

– Lower/simpler forms of 
life turned into higher 
forms, and eventually 
into humans. 

– All this happened by 
natural forces - God 
was not involved. 

• THE ELEMENTS OF 
THIS THEORY: 

– Matter is eternal. 

– Everything came into 
existence by chance. 

– One species evolved 
into different species. 

– The process took 
billions of years. 

– The universe is very, 
very old. 



OUR  CRITICISMS  OF 
ATHEISTIC  EVOLUTION 

• THEIR BASIS FOR THEIR THEORY IS WRONG: 
– Based on observing that creatures have a close relationship 

(& similarities) to each other.  *But notice Genesis 1:24-25. 

– Based on the “Principle of Uniformitarianism.”  *But notice   
II Peter 3:1-7 – things have changed: especially because of  
(1) the fall, and (2) the flood. 

 

• THEIR ERRORS ARE SERIOUS: 
– Deny God is the Almighty Creator (Romans 4:17) – instead, 

the forces in nature are/become “god.” 

– Deny that man was created in God’s image (Genesis 1), and 
thus degrade humanity. 

– Deny the Bible is the infallible and authoritative Word of God 
(II Tim. 3:16), for deny Gen. 1, Ex. 20, Job 38, Ps. 33, Ps. 104, 
Heb. 11, Matt. 19:4-5, etc., etc. 



THE  THEORY  OF 
THEISTIC  EVOLUTION 

• WARNING: This theory is more dangerous and 
more deceptive than atheistic evolution.  Why? 
 

• THE THEORY: 
– Origin of all things is God – He brought it into existence. 
– But God did not create instantaneously by speaking. 
– God was involved by guiding the evolutionary process. 
– Thus the days of Genesis 1 are very long periods of time. 

 

• WHY THIS THEORY EXISTS: 
– Not because of serious study of the Bible, but because 

of a desire to agree with the “findings” of science. 
– The theory accepts the conclusions of science, and tries 

to explain Scripture in light of those conclusions. 



OUR  CRITICISMS  OF 
THEISTIC  EVOLUTION 

ERRORS/PROBLEMS: 
 

1. Most basic error is a denial of Scripture.  The sin of unbelief. 
 

2. “Day” in Genesis 1 is a 24 hour day, limited by an “evening and 
morning.”  Also Exodus 20:11. 
 

3. Genesis 1 states that each creature produced “after his kind.”  
Each produced the same kind of creature, not a different kind. 
 

4. If fossils are millions of years old, you have death before man’s 
fall into sin.  But death came because of sin – Rom. 5:12, etc. 
 

5. If you deny a literal creation, you deny Christ , for you deny: 
– All was created by Him and for Him.  John 1:1ff.  Col. 1:16-17. 
– God made all things as “signs” of Christ & salvation.  Gen. 1:14. 
– Christ is needed because of a literal Adam who fell into into sin.  

Our hope is in the 2nd Adam.  I Cor. 15:45-49, Rom. 5:13-17. 



OUR  RESPONSE  TO 
WHAT  SCIENCE  SAYS 

• CLAIMS OF FALSE SCIENCE  (Note I Timothy 6:20.) 
– “We can prove that the world is very, very old.” 
– “It came into existence more than 6,000 years ago.” 
– “It took longer than 6 days of 24 hours to happen.” 

 

• TRUE SCIENCE vs FALSE SCIENCE 
“As far as method is concerned, the believing scientist interprets 
God’s book of creation, so-called revelation in nature, by faith in 
the light of Holy Scripture.  He does not come with his science to 
Scripture, and, discovering that the two apparently do not agree, 
say to himself, ‘Well, I will have to adjust my data.’  He comes with 
his science to Scripture, and he is willing to bow before the 
Scriptures with his science.  And if apparently there is disharmony 
between the two, he says, ‘I will have to re-examine and adjust my 
science and my scientific conclusions so that they are in harmony 
with Scripture.’” 



OUR  RESPONSE  TO 
WHAT  SCIENCE  SAYS 

• OUR RESPONSE TO FALSE SCIENCE: 
1. God created the world with age built into it.  E.g., 

Adam & Eve, trees, mountains, animals, planets, stars, 
“light-years,” etc. 
 

2. We believe what the Bible says: God created every-
thing out of nothing in 6 days of 24 hours each by the 
Word of His power approximately 6,000 years ago. 
• Genesis 1, Exodus 20:11, Psalm 33:6, Hebrews 11:3. 
• We don’t argue, or try to prove the world is young. 
 

“We do not seek to prove creationism, however.  The Bible’s 
account of creation in six days is a matter not of proof, but 
of faith in God: … (Hebrews 11:3).  Evolutionism is unbelief.  
Faith listens to and obeys God rather than men” (Doctrine 
According to Godliness, Rev. R. Hanko, p. 88). 



THE FOLLY OF EVOLUTIONISM 
(The Framework Hypothesis & Genesis 1, Prof. H. Hanko, p. 16) 

“We can perhaps show the foolishness of evolutionism 
with an illustration. Supposing that a group of scientists, 
interested in architecture, came to a large and old castle to 
learn how it was constructed.  In the entryway a book was 
found on the table in which the builder of the castle 
explained in detail how he had built it.  But these learned 
scientists, glancing briefly at the book, reject it as an 
authoritative account, throw it into the moat filled with 
water, and proceed to examine a few stones in the walls, a 
few steps from the steep staircases, and a few tiles from 
the roof.  After studying them, these learned men give us a 
detailed explanation in which they maintain that the castle 
came from some very old material, but gradually evolved 
into the mighty fortress which it is now.  Who would ever 
believe such nonsense?” 


