
Essentials Of Reformed 

Doctrine 

LESSON #9 

GOD’S PROVIDENCE 



 2nd Section of Doctrine: “Anthropology.” 
 In Anthropology we consider the truths of Scripture and 

our confessions concerning MAN. 
 Includes (1) creation, (2) providence, (3) man before he fell 

into sin, and (4) man’s fall into sin. 
 

 Questions in connection with Providence: 
 Does God still care for the universe He created? 
 Does the creation need God in order to exist? 
 What is God’s relationship to the world He made? 

 

 Three Errors concerning God’s relationship to this 
world: (1) Deism; (2) Chance, (3) Dualism. 
 

 The Truth is “God’s Providence.”  God takes care of 
(provides for) and controls His creation. 



 What Deists Believe: 
 The world is like a clock; God is like a Clockmaker. 
 God “wound it up” and now lets the world run by itself. 
 The world continues because of the “laws of nature.” 
 God intervenes only when repairs are needed. 

 

 Our Response: 
 An attack upon God! 

 Makes God uninterested in this world. 
 Denies that God is in control of everything that happens. 
 Makes God uninvolved in this world – a lazy God. 

 Psalm 121:4 – “Behold, he [Jehovah] that keepeth Israel 
shall neither slumber nor sleep.” 

 John 5:17 – “Jesus answered them, My Father worketh 
hitherto, and I work.” 



 The View: 
 The universe and all that happens in it is not 

controlled by God. 
 Everything happens “by chance.” 

 All happens arbitrarily, and without any purpose. 
 They speak of: “Chance,” “Luck,” “Fate,” “Accidents,” etc. 

 Similar/Closely related to the error of Deism. 
 

 Who Teaches This: 
 Atheists: “There is no God, no sovereign Being!” 
 Evolutionists: “The world came into existence by 

chance, and thus also runs by chance!” 
 

 Our Response: 
 An attack upon God! 
 For the same reasons as mentioned re Deism. 



 What Dualists Believe: 
 God is very involved in this world – constantly. 

 But God faces opposition: Devil, Men, Nature, etc. 
 God is not always able to do what He wants to do. 

 But God is a “Master Chess-player” and thus, in the 
end, He will make everything turn out well. 

 

 Our Response: 
 An attack upon God! 

 Denies that God is absolutely sovereign, for Dualism denies 
that God is sovereign over evil. 

 Scripture teaches God’s sovereignty over evil: 
 Amos 3:6 
 Isaiah 45:7 
 Daniel 4:35 



 God cares for His creation. 
 God did not abandon the world after He made it. 

 He is very interested in the world, and very involved. 
 As a Father He created it – as a Father He also cares for it. 
 The creation needs God – it cannot exist without Him. 

 Things do not happen because of laws of nature, or the 
devil, or chance.  Everything happens because of GOD. 

 

 God does this by means of His PROVIDENCE. 
 Providence = God cares for the world He made. 
 See Lesson #9, Q&A 1 

 

 Note: We see that creation and providence are closely 
related.  Thus, to deny creation = to deny providence. 



 Lesson #9, Q&A 2 

 The almighty and omnipresent power of God whereby He 
upholds all things and governs them according to His own 
counsel. 

 

 Providence involves God’s power. 

 It is a fact that God is omnipotent – all powerful. 

 Providence is God’s almighty power in action in this world. 

 Providence is the “hand” of God doing things (everything). 
 

 There are two aspects to God’s Providence: 

 PRESERVATION – God “upholds” all things. 

 GOVERNMENT – God “governs/rules” all things. 



 Q. 27.  What do you mean by the providence of God? 
 Answer.  The almighty and everywhere present power of 

God; whereby, as it were by His hand, He upholds and 
governs heaven, earth, and all creatures; so that herbs and 
grass, rain and drought, fruitful and barren years, meat 
and drink, health and sickness, riches and poverty, yea, 
and all things come, not by chance, but by His fatherly 
hand. 

 

 Q. 28.  What advantage is it to know that God has 
created, and by His providence still upholds all things? 
 Answer.  That we may be patient in adversity; thankful in 

prosperity; and that in all things, which may hereafter 
befall us, we place our firm trust in our faithful God and 
Father, that nothing shall separate us from His love; since 
all creatures are so in His hand, that without His will they 
cannot so much as move. 



 Lesson #9, Q&A 5 
 It is that act of God whereby He continues to give existence 

to all the creatures He created. 
 

 Explanation: 
 God continues to give existence and life to the creation by 

means of His omnipresent and almighty power. 
 If He didn’t do this, the world and every creature in it would 

immediately return to nothing. 
 Every creature is fully dependent on God for its existence. 

 

 Scriptures: 
 Hebrews 1:3 – “… upholding all things by the word of his 

power …” 
 Acts 17:25-28 – “… He giveth to all life, and breath, and all 

things; … in Him we live, and move, and have our being; …” 



Doctrine According to Godliness, Rev. R. Hanko, p. 92. 
 

 “This is a great truth.  It means that nothing exists 
except that God is constantly present with it and in it 
by His almighty power, and that He is always 
upholding it.  Things do not exist of themselves, but 
because of God.” 
 

 “This also means that the order and harmony in the 
creation are not the result of so-called natural laws, 
but are the result of God’s omnipresence, and His 
almighty power.  Spring, summer, autumn, and 
winter do not come every year in the same order 
because of “natural laws,” but because God faithfully 
sends them.  The planets do not obey natural laws in 
keeping their courses, but they obey God, Who guides 
and directs them.” 
 



 Lesson #9, Q&A 6 - It is that act of God whereby He leads all 
things to the end which He has determined for them. 
 

 Explanation: 
 God controls, guides and rules every creature & thing.  

Nothing is by chance.  Nothing is a surprise to God. 
 God directs every creature to serve His purpose for it.  That 

purpose is His glory through saving His elect church. 
 Thus, God by His providence accomplishes/executes/fulfils 

His decree of predestination (double predestination). 
 This means God rules everything for the benefit of His 

people. 
 

 Scripture: 
 Acts 15:18 – “Known unto God are all his works from the 

beginning of the world.” 
 Ephesians 1:10-13 – salvation in Christ of all creation and of 

all who are predestinated is for “the praise of His glory.” 



Doctrine According to Godliness, Rev. R. Hanko, p. 94. 
 

 “This providential rule by God must be believed, for 
what we see does not always appear to be under 
God’s wise rule.  Instead of order we see disorder in 
creation and society; instead of justice we see 
injustice, chaos, and apparent disarray in history 
and creation. 

 “Faith nevertheless believes and confesses that God is 
in control, that nothing happens by chance, and that 
by God’s grace all is for good.  Faith holds that all 
things must work for the good of God’s people, and 
that they must work together for that good, to those 
who love God.” 



 Lesson #9, Q&A 3 
 “All things great & small, good & evil; all things in heaven, 

on earth, and in hell; all the acts of men and angels.” 
 

 Examples: 
 Great & Small: universe, sun, stars, planets, storms, lizard, 

ant, hairs on head, falling leaves, … 
 Good & Evil: health/sickness, wealth/poverty, life/death, 

success/failure, safety/“accidents”, … 
 Ordinary & Extraordinary: breezes, rain, food, typhoons, 

earthquakes, recovery from cancer, … 
 Men & Angels: every thought, word, movement; every sin 

(also men crucifying Christ); all that Satan does; … 
 

II Sam. 17:14, Job 1:12, Ps. 22:28, Ps. 104:20, Ps. 107:25, Prov. 
16:33, Prov. 21:1, Matt. 10:29, Matt. 24:7, Acts 2:23, Eph. 2:10. 

 



 No Comfort if Providence is not true. 
 Then God is not in absolute control. 

 Then the devil, or nature, or chance determine things. 

 Then we are sometimes (most times) in Satan’s hands. 
 

 Comfort to know God preserves & governs all things. 
 God cares personally for each of us, His creatures.  He 

is not distant, but near. 

 God is in control of every creature around us in the 
universe: creation/nature, devil, wicked men, etc. 

 God sends all that happens (nothing is by chance). 
 He does so as our Father Who loves us.  John 10:28-29. 

 He does so, not haphazardly, but with a good purpose. 



 Lord’s Day 10 - What advantage is it to know … God’s Providence? 
 That we may be patient in adversity; thankful in prosperity; and 

that in all things, which may hereafter befall us, we place our firm 
trust in our faithful God and Father, that nothing shall separate 
us from His love; since all creatures are so in His hand, that 
without His will they cannot so much as move. 

 Romans 8:28 
 “And we know that all things work together for good to them that 

love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.” 

 Genesis 50:19-21 
 “And Joseph said unto them, Fear not: for am I in the place of God?  

But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto 
good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive.  
Now therefore fear ye not: I will nourish you, and your little ones. 
And he comforted them, and spake kindly unto them.” 

 II Corinthians 4:15 
 “For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might 

through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God.” 



Doctrine According to Godliness, Rev. R. Hanko, p. 93. 
 

 “God’s presence and preserving power in the creation are 
a wonderful testimony to the believer of the God he 
knows and loves in Christ. 

 “One who knows that in God he lives and moves and has 
his being will never be afraid of anything, and he will be 
forever thankful, not only because God preserves and 
protects his spiritual life, but also because God gives him, 
day by day, life and breath and all things (Acts 17: 25). 

 “He will die in peace in the confidence that the one Who 
gives and preserves life also takes it away again, and that 
God is the faithful Father of His people, even in death.” 



EXTRA WORK 



 What is a miracle? 
 An extraordinary event which grabs our attention and clearly 

displays to us the almighty power of God. 
 

 Are miracles violations of the laws of nature? 
 Many theologians say a miracle is something extraordinary and 

supernatural that cannot be explained according to the laws of 
nature and that usually goes against the laws of nature. 

 But we believe miracles are NOT violations/suspensions of the laws 
of nature. 

 

 Explanation: Everything that God does is a miracle! 
 Everything is an amazing and marvellous work of God.  Even 

common and ordinary things are  wonders. 
 But our senses are dull to this fact.  We get used to things and they 

seem ordinary to us.  To us, only some things seem extraordinary. 
 When God performs a “miracle,” God reminds us that everything He 

does is miraculous/supernatural/amazing/extraordinary. 
 A miracle may seem to be something supernatural to us, but it is, 

like everything else, a work and display of God’s almighty power. 



 “From the word of God, it is evident that all the works of 
God are wonders because as works of God they are 
marvellous. 

 “For this reason the question whether anything is natural 
or supernatural … is irrelevant and is based upon an 
erroneous notion of the relation between God and the 
world. The question does not properly belong in 
Reformed theology.  It is really a deistic notion. 

 “Whoever believes in the Reformed conception of the 
providence of God will certainly understand and confess 
that the distinction between natural and supernatural is 
false.  The things or events which we call natural are 
always works of God, manifestations of the omnipresent 
power of God by which He sustains and governs all 
things.  Nature works nothing by itself.” 



 “Sign,” “Wonder” & “Miracle” are synonyms in the Bible: 
 John 20:30 – “And many other signs truly did Jesus in the 

presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book:” 
 Isaiah 7:14 – “Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; 

Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his 
name Immanuel.” 

 

 What is a “sign” in the Bible? 
 A sign points to a reality: e.g., (1) road signs; (2) sacraments. 
 An earthly reality that points to a spiritual/heavenly reality. 

 

 What do biblical signs/miracles point to? 
 Every miracle points us to an aspect of God’s gracious work of 

salvation in and through Jesus Christ.  John 20:30-31. 
 Examples: (1) water turned into wine; (2) the healing of a leper; 

(3) making a blind man to see; (4) causing the lame to walk. 



 Vs. 1 – This verse expresses the theme of the Psalm: God is 
always good to His people. 
 

 Vss. 2-16 – We are tempted to doubt God’s goodness: 
 When we see that the wicked have a life of ease and prosperity. 
 When we, on the other hand, experience suffering. 

 

 Vs. 17 – To understand this, we must look at things in light of 
eternity. 
 Vss. 18-20 – The prosperity of the wicked is part of God’s work of 

leading them to destruction. 
 Vss. 23-24 – In contrast to this, God never forsakes His people.  

He is lovingly leading them to and preparing them for heaven. 
 

 Vss. 21-22 – It is sin to determine if God is good to people on 
the basis of outward things or circumstances. 
 

 Vss. 25-28 – We must have faith in God.  He is always good to 
His people, thus draw near to and put your trust in Him. 



 II SAMUEL 16:10 – “And the king said, What have I to do with 
you, ye sons of Zeruiah? so let him curse, because the LORD 
hath said unto him, Curse David. Who shall then say, 
Wherefore hast thou done so?” 
 

 II SAMUEL 24:1 & 10 – “And again the anger of the LORD was 
kindled against Israel, and he moved David against them to 
say, Go, number Israel and Judah. … And David's heart smote 
him after that he had numbered the people. And David said 
unto the LORD, I have sinned greatly in that I have done: and 
now, I beseech thee, O LORD, take away the iniquity of thy 
servant; for I have done very foolishly.” 
 

 PROVERBS 21:1 – “The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD, 
as the rivers of water: he turneth it whithersoever he will.” 
 

 ACTS 2:23 (4:26-28) – “Him, being delivered by the determinate 
counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by 
wicked hands have crucified and slain:” 



 Our Reformed Confessions say: “NO!  Absolutely not!” 
 Canons of Dordt, Head 1, Art. 15 – And this is the decree of 

reprobation which by no means makes God the author of sin (the 
very thought of which is blasphemy), but declares Him to be an 
awful, irreprehensible, and righteous judge and avenger thereof. 

 Belgic Confession, Art. 13 – We believe that the same God, after He 
had created all things, did not forsake them, or given them up to 
fortune or chance, but that He rules and governs them according to 
His holy will, so that nothing happens in this world without His 
appointment: nevertheless, God neither is the author of, nor can be 
charged with, the sins that are committed.  For His power and 
goodness are so great and incomprehensible, that He orders and 
executes His will in the most excellent and just manner, even then 
when devils and wicked men act unjustly. 

 

 Why God cannot be the author of sin: 
1. Impossible for God to be author of sin because He hates sin. 
2. God decreed sin, but depraved man is the moral origin of sin. 
3. Man is fully responsible for sin because man wilfully commits sin. 
4. God always has a good purpose in His plan & control & use of sin. 

 

 



 HEBREWS 13:5-6 – Let your conversation be without 
covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for 
he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.  So that 
we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear 
what man shall do unto me. 

 ROMANS 8:28 – And we know that all things work together for 
good to them that love God, to them who are the called 
according to his purpose. 

 ROMANS 8:35-39 – Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? ... I am persuaded, 
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height, 
nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 MATTHEW 10:30 – But the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered. 



Belgic Confession of Faith, Article 13 

DIVINE PROVIDENCE 
 This doctrine affords us unspeakable consolation, 

since we are taught thereby that nothing can befall 
us by chance, but by the direction of our most 
gracious and heavenly Father; Who watches over us 
with a paternal care, keeping all creatures so under 
His power, that not a hair of our head (for they are 
all numbered), nor a sparrow, can fall to the ground, 
without the will of our Father, in Whom we do 
entirely trust; being persuaded, that He so restrains 
the devil and all our enemies, that without His will 
and permission, they cannot hurt us. 


