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ARTICLE 16

OF THE CHURCH ORDER

• ARTICLE 16
– “The office of the minister is to continue in prayer and in 

the ministry of the Word, to dispense the sacraments, to 
watch over his brethren, the elders and deacons, as well as 
the congregation, and finally, with the elders, to exercise 
church discipline and to see to it that everything is done 
decently and in good order.”

• SUMMARY:
– The article sets forth what the Bible teaches the work of a 

minister is: his duties/tasks/responsibilities.

– Not an exhaustive list of what he must do.  But the main 
duties.  All other duties are implied by these.



WHAT IS THE BIBLICAL PRINCIPLE 
BEHIND ARTICLE 16 OF THE CO?

• BIBLICAL PRINCIPLE:
– The Minister represents Christ as PROPHET, and does the 

work of Christ as prophet in the church.

• Explanation:
– The minister’s main task in the church is to “continue in the 

ministry of the Word.”
– This is exactly what it means to represent Jesus Christ as 

“Prophet” – to be His herald, who speaks His Word.
– This is the unique task of the minister of the gospel.

• II TIMOTHY 4:1-2 – “I charge thee therefore before God, and 
the Lord Jesus Christ …; Preach the word; be instant in season, 
out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and 
doctrine.”



WHAT DUTIES OF A MINISTER 
DOES ARTICLE 16 MENTION?
• HIS PERSONAL DUTIES:

– Continue in prayer.

– Continue in the ministry of the Word.

– Dispense the sacraments.

• HIS DUTIES ALONG WITH THE ELDERS:
– Watch over the other office-bearers and congregation.

– Assist in exercising (carrying out) church discipline.

– See that all is done decently and in good order.

• Refer also to the following:
– “Call Letter” a  minister receives from a congregation.

– “Form for Ordination/Installation of Ministers of God’s Word”



WHAT IS INVOLVED IN
THE DUTY OF PRAYER?

• Acts 6:4
– “But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry 

of the word.”
– “Prayer” is mentioned before “preaching” in Acts 6:4.  “Prayer” is 

also mentioned first in Article 16 of the Church Order.
– Prayer is a crucial and an indispensable part of a minister’s work.

1. PRAYING PRIVATELY
– Being a man who communes closely with God each day.
– A minister must do this in connection with all his work.
– God gives His grace & Spirit only to those who ask and are thankful.

2. PRAYING PUBLICLY
– Leading God’s people in congregational prayer in the worship.
– Prayer in Catechism class, Bible study, Consistory meetings, etc.
– Praying with and for God’s people in their needs (James 5:14-15).



WHAT IS INVOLVED IN THE DUTY 
OF MINISTRY OF THE WORD?

• Preaching is the minister’s main duty.
– Mark 16:15 – “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the 

world, and preach the gospel to every creature.”

– I Corinthians 1:17 – “For Christ sent me not to baptize, but 
to preach the gospel: ...”

– I Corinthians 1:23 – “But we preach Christ crucified, …”

– I Corinthians 2:1 – “And I, brethren, when I came to you, 
came … declaring unto you the testimony of God.”

– I Corinthians 9:16 – “For though I preach the gospel, I have 
nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe 
is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!”

– II Timothy 4:1-2 – “I charge thee therefore before God, and 
the Lord Jesus Christ …; Preach the word!”



WHAT IS INVOLVED IN THE DUTY 
OF MINISTRY OF THE WORD?
• Work of preaching involves:

– Studying and doing exegesis of the Word of God.

– Make sermons that are Biblical, Exegetical, Antithetical.

– Preparing sermons that are Clear, and Applicable.

– Preaching the sermon with Authority, and Conviction.

• The minister must “continue” in this work.
– He must always be busy in making and preaching sermons.  

A constant work – do it all week long.

– He must devote himself to it – not let other things prevent 
him from preparing and preaching solid sermons.

• Christ gives the minister this task because He knows His 
people need the Word as the chief means of grace.



WHAT IS INVOLVED IN THE DUTY 
OF DISPENSING SACRAMENTS?
• Scripture References.

– Matthew 26:26-29.
– Matthew 28:19
– I Corinthians 11:23-29.

• The sacraments are, like preaching, means of grace.
– Sacraments proclaim the same truth as preaching.  They 

(like preaching) are used for the strengthening of faith.
– Thus the minister (as prophet) must administer them.  This 

is part of his fundamental work of preaching.

• What is involved?
– Administer them only in a properly instituted church.
– Administer them only in connection with preaching.



WHAT DUTIES OF A MINISTER 
DOES ARTICLE 16 MENTION?

• HIS PERSONAL DUTIES:

– Continue in prayer.

– Continue in the ministry of the Word.

– Dispense the sacraments.

• HIS DUTIES ALONG WITH THE ELDERS:

– Watch over the other office-bearers and congregation.

– Assist in exercising (carrying out) church discipline.

– See that all is done decently and in good order.



WHAT ARE THE DUTIES A 
MINISTER HAS AS AN ELDER?

• WATCHING OVER OB’s & CONGREGATION
– Pastor is an elder (not “ruling,” but “teaching”).
– His duties as an elder mentioned in CO Articles 16 & 23.

• CHURCH DISCIPLINE
– This is first of all the responsibility of the elders (as kings).  

A minister simply assists the elders in this work.
– His involvement is usually limited to his involvement at 

the consistory meetings.

• DECENCY AND GOOD ORDER
– The minister must lead and guide the consistory and 

congregation in following I Corinthians 14:40.
– It is appropriate that he do so: because of his training, and 

because of how much he studies and knows the Bible.



WHAT OTHER DUTIES
DOES A MINISTER HAVE?
• Pastoral Work

– Visiting the sick, elderly, widowed, dying, bereaved, etc.
– Also Pastoral counselling of members of the church.
– Part of “preaching,” though speak & apply the Word privately.

• Teaching Catechism (“preaching” to the children)
– HH Notes on the CO: “This, too, is part of the preaching of the

Word. It is official ministry of the gospel to the lambs of God’s
flock. It is the means of grace especially adapted to the seed of
the covenant to prepare them for their place in the church.”

• Leading Bible Studies: closely tied to the “preaching.”

• Officiating at weddings and funerals: speaking the Word.

• An Example to the flock: what Acts 20:28 mentions first.



Reformed Church 
Government

CHURCH ORDER OF 
DORDT

ARTICLE 17
[Ephesians 1:15-23]



WHAT IS ARTICLE 17
OF THE CHURCH ORDER?

• ARTICLE 17

– “Among the ministers of the Word equality shall be
maintained with respect to the duties of their office,
and also in other matters as far as possible, according
to the judgment of the consistory and, if necessary, of
the classis; which equality shall also be maintained in
the case of the elders and the deacons.”

• SUMMARY:

– This article teaches there must be equality between 
officebearers in a congregation and denomination.



WHAT IS THE BIBLICAL PRINCIPLE 
BEHIND ARTICLE 17 OF THE CO?
• BIBLICAL PRINCIPLE:

– Christ is the ONLY HEAD of the church.
– Therefore Christ is the CHIEF OFFICE-BEARER in the church.
– No man/human may be the head or chief office-bearer.

• Scriptures:
– EPHESIANS 1:22 – “And hath put all things under his feet, and

gave him to be the head over all things to the church”
– MATTHEW 28:18 – “And Jesus came and spake unto them,

saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.”
– HEBREWS 2:7-8 – “Thou madest him a little lower than the

angels; thou crownedst him with glory and honor, and didst
set him over the works of thy hands: Thou hast put all things
in subjection under his feet. For in that he put all in
subjection under him, he left nothing that is not put under
him.”



WHAT IS THE EXPLANATION OF 
THIS BIBLICAL PRINCIPLE?
• Since Christ is the only Head (Chief OB),                 

there must be equality within Christ.
– Equality within each office that represents Christ.

– Equality between the 3 offices that represent Christ.

– NB: Hierarchy is forbidden in the church of Christ.

• Christ needed often to teach the disciples about and 
warn them against hierarchy.  (We need this, too!)
– Matthew 18:1-4 – disciples asked who was greatest.

– Mark 9:33-37 – disciples disputed concerning greatness.

– Luke 9:46-47 – disciples argued re who was greatest.

– Luke 22:24 – strife among the disciples re greatness.

– John 13:1-17 – commanded to wash each others’ feet.



BETWEEN WHOM
MUST EQUALITY EXIST?

1. Equality between office-bearers who hold the                         
same office in a congregation.
– This is the main point of the article.

– If two or more ministers in a church, equality between them.

– The same applies to the other special offices: elders, deacons.

2. Equality between all three special offices in the church.
– Not true that deacons are lower than elders and ministers.

– Not true that elders and deacons are lower than the minister.

– No office-bearer is higher or lower in relation to the others.

3. Equality between office-bearers within a denomination.
– Not true that office-bearers in larger churches, or in churches 

that have existed longer, are superior & have more authority.



IN WHAT WAYS/AREAS
MUST EQUALITY EXIST?

1. Equality in AUTHORITY in their offices.
– No minister has more authority than other ministers.
– No elder has more authority than other elders.
– No deacon has more authority than other deacons.

2. Equality in the DUTIES of their offices.
– E.g. preaching, teaching catechism, family visitation, pastoral 

work, classis delegate, discipline work, benevolence visits, etc.
– The work should be evenly and fairly distributed/shared.

3. Equality “in OTHER MATTERS as far as possible.”
– E.g., income, housing, vacations, honor shown, etc.
– Some ministers need more income because of different needs.
– But there must be fairness.  No favoritism.  All treated equally.
– The article mentions that the consistory must see to this.



Reformed Church 
Government

CHURCH ORDER OF 
DORDT

ARTICLE 18



ARTICLE 18

OF THE CHURCH ORDER

• ARTICLE 18

– “The office of the professors of theology is to expound
the Holy Scriptures and to vindicate sound doctrine
against heresies and errors.”

• SUMMARY:

– The DUTIES of seminary professors:

1. To expound the Scriptures.

2. To defend the truth against heresies and errors.



WHAT IS THE BIBLICAL PRINCIPLE 
BEHIND ARTICLE 18 OF THE CO?

• BIBLICAL PRINCIPLE:
– A man needs to be properly trained in order to be a 

minister of the Word.

• Explanation:
– Reformed churches have always insisted on a well 

trained ministry.

– In order to accomplish this, a denomination needs a 
seminary where the men are trained.

– That seminary needs to have faithful and devoted 
and diligent professors of theology.



WHAT IS THE OFFICE OF THE 
PROFESSOR OF THEOLOGY?

• “Professor” is not a separate office.

– There are only 3 offices in the church: Ministers, 
Elders, Deacons.

– A seminary professor is a “Minister of the Word and 
Sacraments.”

• A Professor as a Minister of the Word:

– A professor occupies the office of Christ as a Prophet.  
This is the office of speaking God’s Word.

– When a professor teaches seminary students, he is 
preaching the Word to the students.



WHAT IS THE FIRST DUTY
OF A PROFESSOR?

1. TO EXPOUND THE HOLY SCRIPTURES

– The expounding of God’s Word is at the heart/center
of all the subjects taught in the seminary.

– Thus, it is the professor’s duty to have exegesis of the 
Word as the basis of all his teaching.

– And therefore the professor needs to know and use 
Scriptures well, including the original languages.

– II Timothy 4:2 applies to professors: “Preach the 
word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.”



WHAT IS THE SECOND DUTY
OF A PROFESSOR?

2. TO VINDICATE SOUND DOCTRINE                    
AGAINST HERESIES AND ERRORS

– Closely related to the 1st duty – for the only way to 
fulfil the 2nd duty is by fulfilling the 1st one.

– Professor’s teaching/preaching must be antithetical –
teach truth by exposing & warning against the lie.

– What heresies/errors/lies?

• Any and every heresy that exists and thus is a threat.

• For the PRCA: (1) common grace; (2) well-meant offer; 
(3) conditional covenant; (4) federal theology; etc.



WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF 
THIS FOR MINISTERS?

• Prof. Hanko, Notes on Church Order, p. 30

– “The duties referred to here are the duties of all
ministers of the gospel.…”

– “… [The professors] must teach the future ministers of
the church to do this work.”

• Cf. Art. 55 of Church Order:

– “To ward off false doctrines and errors that multiply
exceedingly through heretical writings, the ministers
and elders shall use the means of teaching, of refutation
or warning, and of admonition, as well in the ministry of
the Word as in Christian teaching and family-visiting.”
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ARTICLE 19
[Luke 10:1-16]



WHAT IS ARTICLE 19
OF THE CHURCH ORDER?

• ARTICLE 19

– “The churches shall exert themselves, as far as
necessary, that there may be students supported by
them to be trained for the ministry of the Word.”

• SUMMARY:

– This article states what the duties of a denomination 
are as regards seminary students:

1. To provide students.

2. To support the students.



WHAT IS THE BIBLICAL PRINCIPLE 
BEHIND ARTICLE 19 OF THE CO?
• BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES

1. The same Biblical Principle as for Article 18.
• The need for a well-trained ministry.
• Proofs: II Tim. 2:2; Jesus training His disciples; etc.

2. Also the Biblical Principle that ministers of the Word 
are always needed in the churches.
• Matthew 9:37-38 (Luke 10:2) – “… The harvest truly is

plenteous, but the labourers are few; Pray ye therefore
the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth
labourers into his harvest.”

• Matthew 24:14 – “And this gospel of the kingdom shall
be preached in all the world for a witness unto all
nations; and then shall the end come.”



WHAT IS THE FIRST DUTY OF THE 
CHURCHES RE STUDENTS?

1. PROVIDE Students for the Ministry

– This is the main duty: to see to it that there are men 
studying for the ministry.

– Each congregation should be doing this:

• Ministers setting before young men the calling to be a 
minister: in preaching, catechism, family visitation.

• Office-bearers and members encouraging suitable 
young men to consider the calling to be a minister.

• Parents willing to give their sons to be ministers of the 
Word – e.g., Hannah (I Samuel 1:11, 27-28).



WHAT IS THE SECOND DUTY OF 
THE CHURCHES RE STUDENTS?

2. SUPPORT Students while they Study

– In order to have a well-trained ministry, the students 
must study for many years.

– Do not want a lack of income to prevent a suitable 
young man from studying for the ministry.

– Students are to be provided with financial support 
“as far as necessary.”

• Some students need full support.

• Some students do not need much assistance.

• Some students do not need any assistance.



WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE AND 
APPLICATION OF THIS ARTICLE?
• All the members of the churches in a      

denomination need to be involved in this.
– In encouraging men to study for the ministry.
– In giving for the support of these men & their families.
– In praying to Christ to provide men for the ministry.

• All members should be concerned that there be 
enough ministers for the churches.
– Each church needs its own pastor.  It is not normal, and 

not good, for a church to be vacant.
– We must also think ahead to and prepare for the future:

• Enough ministers for each church.
• Enough ministers to replace current ministers.
• Enough ministers to serve as missionaries, etc.
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WHAT IS ARTICLE 20
OF THE CHURCH ORDER?

• ARTICLE 20
– “Students who have received permission according to

the rule in this matter, and persons who have
according to Article 8 been judged competent to be
prepared for the ministry of the Word, shall, for their
own training, and for the sake of becoming known to
the congregations, be allowed to speak a word of
edification in the meetings for public worship.”

• SUMMARY:
– As part of their training for the ministry,  students 

may speak a “word of edification” in the churches.



WHAT IS THE BIBLICAL PRINCIPLE 
BEHIND ARTICLE 20?

• BIBLICAL PRINCIPLE
– The same principle as for Articles 18 & 19 (also 

Articles 8 & 9) of the Church Order.
• That is, the need for a well-trained ministry.

• So that men are properly prepared for the ministry.

• So that men are well qualified to serve as ministers.

– Biblical Support:
• II Tim. 2:2 – “And the things that thou hast heard of

me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to
faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.”

• Jesus trained His disciples for more than three years.

• Paul trained men during his missionary journeys.



WHY IS THIS ARTICLE INCLUDED 
IN THE CHURCH ORDER?

• LUKE 9:1-6, 10; MATTHEW 10.
– During the time of training that Jesus Christ gave His 

disciples, He sent them out to preach and teach.

• EXPLANATION:
– We desire that students have the best possible 

training and preparation for the ministry.

– Preaching (“speaking a Word of edification”) in a 
congregation is an excellent way to accomplish this.
• Students are also trained through “practice preaching” 

in seminary, but that can be somewhat artificial.

• In a church, students gain experience in sermon 
delivery, leading worship, congregational prayer, etc.



DISTINCTION BETWEEN “PREACHING” 
AND A “WORD OF EDIFICATION”

• This distinction must be maintained.
– Principle of Articles 3-7 must be upheld: one must be 

lawfully called and sent in order to “preach.”
– Students for the ministry do not “preach.”  Their sermon is 

not official proclamation of the Word.
– Thus they also do not (may not) pronounce benedictions, 

and they do not (may not) administer the sacraments.

• The value of a “word of edification” for the church.
– The sermon of a student is still, under God’s blessing, a 

means of grace to the people of God.  Because:
• (1) The student is approved/licensed to speak.
• (2) The student’s sermon is approved in advance.
• (3) His work is under the supervision of a consistory.



WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF 
STUDENTS DOING THIS?

• Benefits for the Student:

– Gain experience, develop gifts, gain confidence, etc.

• Benefits for the Churches:

– The denomination gets to know the students.

– The vacant congregations receive pulpit supply.

• H. Hanko, Notes on Church Order, p. 32

“The advantages of this practice are real.  The experience 
which a student gains is inestimable.  The congregations 

receive supply when they are vacant.  And the congregations 
come to know the students and their abilities.”
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ARTICLE 21
OF THE CHURCH ORDER

• ARTICLE 21
– “The consistories shall see to it that there are good

Christian schools in which the parents have their
children instructed according to the demands of the
covenant.”

• SUMMARY:
– Sets forth the duty of the consistory with regard to the 

education of the covenant children.

– Two Duties:

1. See to it that there are good Christian schools.

2. See to it that parents have their children instructed 
(educated) in those schools.



INTRODUCTION

• Previous articles concerned the seminary.

– Professors: their duties in teaching students for the ministry.

– Students: need for them, supporting them, their training.

• Now an article concerning schools.

– A denomination not only needs a theological school.

– Also needs to have Christian grade schools and high schools.

• Why Christian schools are needed.

– For the sake of all the children of believers.  They all need 
education.  They all need a Christian education.

– Also in order to prepare boys and young men for seminary 
(if God would call them to pursue the ministry).



WHAT IS THE BIBLICAL PRINCIPLE 
BEHIND ARTICLE 21?

• The Biblical Principle is THE COVENANT

• What is the Covenant?

– “The covenant is the gracious relation of living fellowship
and friendship between God and His people in Christ,
wherein He is their God and they are His people.”

• Biblical Proof (that the covenant is “friendship”):

– God and His people are called “FRIENDS.” (Is. 41:8, Jas. 2:23)

– God and His people “WALK” together.  (Gen. 5:24, Gen. 6:9)

– God and His people share “SECRETS.”  (Gen. 18:17, Ps. 25:14)

– God and His people are “WITH” each other and “DWELL” 
(live) together.  (Matt. 1:23, II Cor. 6:16, Rev. 21:3)



WHAT IS THE BIBLICAL PRINCIPLE 
BEHIND ARTICLE 21?

• The Biblical Principle is THE COVENANT

• “The Covenant is the gracious relation of living fellowship
and friendship between God and His people in Christ,
wherein He is their God and they are His people.”

• Explanation:
– God establishes His covenant with believers and their seed 

(in their generations). Genesis 17:7, Acts 2:39.
– God uses parents for the salvation of their children.  

Genesis 18:19, Joshua 24:15, Proverbs 22:6.
– The covenant “demands” (requires) that parents train 

their children in God’s ways (Psalm 78:1-8, Eph. 6:4).
– The covenant “demands” that parents do this, if at all 

possible, through a Christian (a Reformed) school.



HOW IS THE COVENANT THE 
BASIS FOR CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS?

• Explanation:

– God establishes His covenant with believers and their 
seed (in their generations).  Children of believers are 
included in the covenant.  Genesis 17:7, Acts 2:39.

– God uses parents (their instruction, discipline, etc.) for 
the salvation of their children.  Genesis 18:19, Joshua 
24:15, Proverbs 22:6.

– The covenant “demands” (requires) that parents train 
their children in God’s ways (Psalm 78:1-8, Eph. 6:4).

– The covenant “demands” that parents do this, if at all 
possible, through a Christian (a Reformed) school.



WHAT IS A “GOOD CHRISTIAN 
SCHOOL”?

• A “good Christian school” is one that                
provides a Biblical and Reformed education.

– Not simply a school that teaches all the secular subjects, 
and then also has a “religion”  or “Bible” class.

– But one that teaches every subject from the perspective of 
the truths of Scripture.  God’s Word the foundation.

– The children are taught the knowledge of God and the 
ways of God in every class and subject.

• Thus the children are taught in school the same things 
they are taught at home and in the church.  A complete 
triangle: HOME, CHURCH, SCHOOL.



WHO ESTABLISHES THESE
GOOD CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS?

• Not the church.
– We oppose the idea of parochial (church) schools.

• It is the parents’ duty to establish schools.
– Parents are commanded to teach their children and raise 

them in the ways of God.  Ps. 78:1-8, Prov. 22:6, Eph. 6:4.

– Parents are responsible for what their children learn in 
schools concerning God as God reveals Himself to us 
through creation, providence, and history.

– Parents are therefore the ones who should establish, 
maintain, support, and govern the schools.

– In doing so, parents do not act independently, but they 
band together to form a school society, elect a school 
board, establish a curriculum, hire & pay teachers, etc.



WHAT IS THE APPLICATION
OF THIS ARTICLE?

• For Consistories
– Point the parents to their obligations to provide a Reformed 

and biblical education for their children.
– Point the whole congregation to its calling to support the 

schools: through prayers, through finances, etc.
– Where there are no schools yet, encourage the parents to 

establish one, if this is possible.

• For Parents
– Have as the goal to establish a Christian (Biblical and Reformed) 

school here in the future, if the Lord wills.
– Parents of a Reformed church and neighboring Reformed 

churches should be united in this cause and work together 
toward this good goal.

• Note: Reformed Education by Prof. D. Engelsma



(1) All things must be done decently and in good order

(2) Christ is the Head of the church as Prophet, Priest, & King

(3) A minister is called and sent by Christ Himself

(4) A man must receive a proper training for the ministry

(5) A minister is under the supervision of his Consistory

(6) It is the congregation’s duty to support its minister

(7) The call a minister of the Word receives is lifelong

(8) A minister represents Christ as Prophet in the church

(9) There must be equality between officebearers in the church

(10) Ministers of the Word are always needed in the churches

(11) The Covenant is the basis for Christian schools/education

BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES OF CHURCH ORDER


