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ARTICLE #29

•Three kinds of ecclesiastical assemblies shall be 
maintained: the consistory, the classis, and the 
general synod.

• Summary:
• With this article we begin a new section of the 

Church Order: “Of The Ecclesiastical Assemblies.”

• This article mentions the three assemblies that may 
and should exist in instituted churches.

• This section of the CO includes treatment of the 
important principles of church federation.



SUMMARY OF SECTION RE 

ECCLESIASTICAL ASSEMBLIES

•ARTICLES 29-36 – General Rules re Assemblies

•ARTICLES 37-40 – Rules re the Consistory

•ARTICLES 41-46 – Rules re the Classis

•ARTICLES 47-49 – Rules re Particular Synods

•ARTICLES 50-52 – Rules re General Synods



THE BASIS FOR HAVING

THESE THREE ASSEMBLIES

•Historical Basis
• Consistory meetings were held right away in the 

Reformed churches at the time of the Reformation.

• As the number of churches increased, classis and 
synod meetings began to be held.

•Biblical Basis
• Consistories (bodies of elders) existed in the early 

N.T. churches: Acts 14:23, Acts 20, Titus 1:5.

• Broader Assemblies (Classes/Synods) existed in the 
early N.T. churches: Acts 15:6-31, Acts 16:4.



THE IDENTITY OF

THESE THREE ASSEMBLIES

CONSISTORY

• Pastor & Elders 
(& Deacons).

• Members chosen 
by congregation.

• It alone has the 
right to preach, 
do sacraments, 
and discipline.

• Duty to care for 
sheep in a local 
congregation.

CLASSIS

• Made up of OB’s 
from churches 
that are close 
geographically.

• Its authority 
comes from the 
local churches, 
and is therefore 
limited.

• Not a permanent 
body.

SYNOD

• Broadest 
assembly in a 
denomination.

• Representatives 
come from the 
classes.

• Its authority is 
derived and thus 
limited.

• Not a permanent 
body.



CLASSIS CREDENTIALS
• To the Classis of the Protestant Reformed Churches in the

Philippines, to convene ___________, 20 _____ at __________________.

• The Consistory of the ______________ Protestant Reformed Church
has appointed the brethren: ______________ and elder _____________
as delegates to represent said Church at the meeting of the Classis
above referred to. The alternate delegates are: _________________ and
_________________.

• We hereby instruct and authorize them to take part in all the
deliberations and transactions of Classis regarding all matters legally
coming before the meeting and transacted in agreement with the
Word of God according to the conception of it embodied in the
doctrinal standards of the Protestant Reformed Churches, as well as
in harmony with our Church Order.

• INSTRUCTIONS:

By order of the Consistory

______________________, President

__________________________, Clerk

Done in Consistory, _________________, 20 ____.
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ARTICLE #30

• In these assemblies ecclesiastical matters only
shall be transacted and that in an ecclesiastical
manner. In major assemblies only such matters
shall be dealt with as could not be finished in
minor assemblies, or such as pertain to the
churches of the major assembly in common.

• Summary:
• This article sets forth the fundamental rule 

concerning what work ecclesiastical assemblies 
(consistories, classes, and synods) may do.

• Thus it also says something concerning what work 
ecclesiastical assemblies should not do.



THE TERMINOLOGY

The terms “major” and “minor” do not refer to 
a system of lower and higher ecclesiastical 

courts, exercising various inherent degrees of 
authority, but they designate, in the first 

place, that at major assemblies a number of 
churches are gathered together, and that 

consequently, in the second place, at major 
assemblies a larger measure of authority is 

present than at minor assemblies, even as ten 
men have more strength than one alone.



THE BIBLICAL PRINCIPLE

•The Church’s Sphere of Authority is SPIRITUAL

•Explanation:
• Three spheres of authority: State, Home, Church.
• Church’s authority is spiritual: to preach the gospel.
• Her concern is the gathering of the church by the 

Word, and the spiritual life of God’s people.
• The church must focus on these spiritual matters, 

and may not involve herself in other matters.

•Biblical Basis:
• What Must Do: Matthew 28:19, Acts 20:28, Hebrews 

13:17, II Timothy 4:1-2.
• What Must Not Do: Luke 12:13-14, John 18:36.



TREATING ONLY

ECCLESIASTICAL MATTERS

• What Are Ecclesiastical Matters?
• The church’s authority and duty is to preach the gospel.
• Thus, Ecclesiastical Matters are those that have to do with 

the church fulfilling this task/duty.

• Matters the Church Should Not Be Involved In:
• Not involved in Politics, Education, Social Matters, etc.
• When churches do, they end up giving up their main work.

• Matters the Church Should Be Involved In:
• Spiritual matters: preaching, sacraments, discipline.
• Preaching implies regulating divine worship.
• Discipline implies the spiritual walk of the members
• Spiritual matters includes congregational life.



Church Order Commentary
by Van Dellen and Monsma, p. 135

“Moreover, if the Churches should busy 
themselves with secular matters, they would 
in all likelihood neglect their real task.  The 
right management of the Churches and the 
promotion of things spiritual would suffer if 
the Churches should spend their time and 

efforts on non-ecclesiastical territory, even as 
a farmer cannot do justice to his farm, if he is 

constantly employed in town.”



Church Order Commentary
by Van Dellen and Monsma, p. 136

“This does not mean that the instituted Church as 
such has no message for and interest in things 

governmental, social, economic, educational, etc.  
It assuredly has.  Through the preaching of the 

Word, f.i., the instituted Churches must proclaim 
the will of God for all of life, and condemn sin and 
evil in all spheres of life.  But though the Churches 

have a directive and enlightening task, they have no 
legislative and executive task regarding the secular 

affairs and departments of life.”



TREATING MATTERS IN AN 

ECCLESIASTICAL MANNER

• What is an “Ecclesiastical Manner”?
• The church doing all its work by means of the Word of God.

• I Corinthians 14:40,  II Timothy 3:16-17.

• What manner is wrong for the church?
• Church may not use the sword power (Romans 13).

• Church may not use “politics” (political maneuvering).

• What is the correct way for the church to do its work?
• Use only the power of God’s Word.  It has sole authority.

• Decide all things in light of Scripture, Confessions, and CO.

• 1) Search Bible to know what it says; 2) Submit to it; 3) Do it.



LIMITATION REGARDING WHAT

MAJOR ASSEMBLIES MAY TREAT

• Major/Broader assemblies may not simply deal with 
any and every ecclesiastical matter.  Two things:

1. Major assemblies may only deal with “matters that 
could not be finished” in minor assemblies.

• Consistories should strive to solve their own problems.
• Only if they are unable, is it brought to a broader assembly.

2. Major assemblies may only deal with “matters that 
pertain to the churches in common.”

• Ongoing denominational work: missions, seminary, 
contact, emeritus, etc.

• New work: e.g., a recommendation from a minor assembly 
concerning Bible translation, Psalter, etc.
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ARTICLE #31

• If anyone complain that he has been wronged by the
decision of a minor assembly, he shall have the right to
appeal to a major ecclesiastical assembly, and whatever
may be agreed upon by a majority vote shall be
considered settled and binding, unless it be proved to
conflict with the Word of God or with the articles of the
Church Order, as long as they are not changed by the
general synod.

Decision pertaining to Article 31

• Appeal to a major gathering against any decision of an
ecclesiastical body must be made upon the immediately
following meeting of the body to which appeal is
directed, at the same time giving notification to the
secretary of the body by whose decision he is aggrieved.
Of every judgment rendered in the case, those
concerned shall receive a notification.



SUMMARY & BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES

OF ARTICLE 31

• This Article teaches two things:

1. The right of the individual believer to appeal a 
decision to a broader assembly.

• BIBLICAL PRINCIPLE: Every child of God occupies 
the office of believer in the church.

• Joel 2:28, I John 2:27, Lord’s Day 12 of H.C.

2. The binding power of the decisions that are made 
by the ecclesiastical assemblies.

• BIBLICAL PRINCIPLE: God’s Word is the sole and 
final authority in the church.

• II Timothy 3:16-17.



EXPLANATION OF A MEMBER HAVING 

THE RIGHT OF APPEAL

• When may a member make an appeal?
• When he feels he has been wronged directly/personally by 

a decision that concerns/involves himself.

• When he feels he has been wronged indirectly because a 
decision is in conflict with Scripture, Confessions, or CO.

• What should the member include in his appeal?
• Demonstrate that the decision is contrary to Bible and CO.

• See “Explanation of Rules for Protests/Appeals/Overtures.”

• If an appeal is denied, the member has two options:

• Submit (if his conscience allows).

• Leave denomination (if convinced it has departed).
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EXPLANATION OF A DECISION BEING 

SETTLED AND BINDING

• Terminology:
• “Settled” means the matter is no longer up for debate.
• “Binding” means all must submit to & obey the decision.

• Once the majority (over 50%) has decided, members 
are called to submit to the majority decision.
• Not because the majority has the power to impose their will 

and decision on everyone.
• But because a majority decision means that most have said: 

“This is what the Bible and the CO teach!”
• NB: churches and members willingly submit to the vote of 

the majority when they become part of a federation.

• If disagree with a decision, one has the right to appeal.
• He must show the decision is contrary to Bible and/or CO.
• He must submit until has proven the decision is unbiblical.



Church Order Commentary
by Van Dellen and Monsma, p. 144

“No ecclesiastical gathering should be satisfied 
when decisions are made by bare or small 

majorities, for this is never ideal.  At our consistory 
meetings as well as at our major assemblies we 

should seek to convince each other from the Word 
of God, and we should seek to persuade each other 
with arguments in harmony with our confessional 
writings and our Church Order.  Decisions should 
be arrived at with as much unanimity as possible.  
That will make for unity of purpose and endeavor.”



Church Order Commentary
by Van Dellen and Monsma, p. 147

The concluding words of Art. 31 indicate that the 
Church Order may be revised, as also Art. 86 states, 
but only by the General Synod.  But as long as it is 
not changed it should be respected.  To ignore it, as 

is sometimes done, or to decide things out of 
harmony with the Church Order, constitute an 

essential undermining of our whole denominational 
or ecclesiastical life, and is dangerous to the purity 

of the Church of Christ as we represent it.

Quote explaining the statement: “… as long as they are 
not changed by the general synod.”


