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ARTICLE #32

• “The proceedings of all assemblies shall begin 
by calling upon the name of God and be closed 
with thanksgiving.”

•Explanation:
• Article specifies how church meetings (consistories, 

classes, synods) should be conducted.

1. Before beginning their work, the assembly should 
seek God’s guidance, and ask for the spiritual gifts 
needed to do their work well.

2. When they have finished their work, the assembly 
should give thanks to God for His presence and 
blessing.



THE BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES

•Principle #1 – cf. Art. 30 of Church Order.
• All of the work of the assemblies must be done in an 

“ecclesiastical manner.”

• Prayers are obviously a significant part of the 
ecclesiastical manner.

• John 16:24, Phil. 4:6, I Thess. 5:17, Matt. 21:22.

•Principle #2 – cf. Art. 2 of Church Order.
• Christ is the only Head of the church.  He is the 

sovereign Lord in the church.

• The church’s work must be done in full dependence 
on Him, and guided by His Word.



THE CONSISTORY’S PRAYER

BEFORE THE WORSHIP SERVICES

The occasion for the beginning of this practice was 
the persecution of the churches of the Secession, 

when worship services were often interrupted and 
disturbed.  The blessing of the Lord was sought upon 
the minister, the congregation, and the services held.  
This practice was continued both in the Netherlands 

and in this country.  This is good.

However, often times these prayers are much too 
lengthy and deal with consistorial matters.  They 

should be short and should be limited to seeking the 
blessing of God upon the worship service and upon 

those who participate.
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ARTICLE #33

• “Those who are delegated to the assemblies
shall bring with them their credentials and
instructions, signed by those sending them,
and they shall have a vote in all matters
except such as particularly concern their
persons or churches.”

•History: This article was drawn up and included
in order to keep imposters from being delegates
to the ecclesiastical assemblies.

•Summary: Each delegate to an ecclesiastical
assembly needs to have proof that he has been
sent by his consistory or the classis.



CREDENTIALS of the PRCP
• To the Classis of the Protestant Reformed Churches in the

Philippines, to convene _________, 20 _____ at _______________.

• The Consistory of the __________ Protestant Reformed Church has
appointed the brethren: ________ and elder _______ as delegates to
represent said Church at the meeting of the Classis above referred
to. The alternate delegates are: ____________ and ____________.

• We hereby instruct and authorize them to take part in all the
deliberations and transactions of Classis regarding all matters
legally coming before the meeting and transacted in agreement
with the Word of God according to the conception of it embodied
in the doctrinal standards of the Protestant Reformed Churches, as
well as in harmony with our Church Order.

• INSTRUCTIONS:

By order of the Consistory

______________________, President

__________________________, Clerk

Done in Consistory, _________________, 20 ____.



THE AUTHORITY DELEGATES HAVE

• To take part in all “deliberations and transactions.”
• They have both the right and the obligation to do so.

• But only as regards what is mentioned in Article 30.

• May not be told in advance how to vote on an issue.

To deliberate and decide implies that delegates, under normal
circumstances, may not be instructed beforehand on how to
vote on a given issue. This has sometimes been a problem
which has been raised in the church. But if consistories
instruct their delegates how to vote, the results are not good.
1) The authorization of the credentials becomes meaningless.
2) The broader assemblies lose their deliberative character.
3) There is no longer any room for being persuaded of a
matter on the basis of the Word of God.

H. Hanko, Notes on the Church Order



“INSTRUCTIONS” and “VOTING”

• “Instructions” 
• These are matters that a consistory or classis brings to 

a broader assembly for deliberation and decision.

• E.g., Consistory asks for approval to proceed to the 
next step of discipline.

• E.g., Classis forwards subsidy requests to the Synod.

• “Voting”
• Delegates may vote on all matters except their own.

• Necessary for impartiality, fairness, and objectivity.

• That’s why preferable to have more than two churches 
in a Classis, and more than two Classes at a Synod.



Church Order Commentary
by Van Dellen and Monsma, p. 152

“It is very hard for us to judge calmly and 
objectively when we ourselves are 

concerned.  Yet every decision should be 
objective.  And so the Churches have wisely 
agreed in the interest of the Kingdom, that 
those who are directly involved in a matter 
before an ecclesiastical gathering shall not 

vote.  Let the other delegates decide and 
then let all abide by the opinion of the 

majority.”
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ARTICLE 34

• “In all assemblies there shall be not only a
president, but also a clerk to keep a faithful
record of all important matters.”

ARTICLE 35

• “The office of the president is to state and
explain the business to be transacted, to see to
it that everyone observe due order in speaking,
to silence the captious and those who are
vehement in speaking; and properly to
discipline them if they refuse to listen.
Furthermore his office shall cease when the
assembly arises.”



SUMMARY OF ARTICLES 34 & 35

• SUMMARY
• Two articles concerning the “officers” of the assemblies.

• A Clerk – his duties mentioned briefly in Art. 34.

• A President – his duties mentioned in Art. 35.

• Note: the article does not forbid having other officers: E.g., 
assistant clerk, treasurer, vice-president, vice-all, etc.

• “Officers” are different from “office-bearers.”

“They are functionaries of the assemblies who must
see to it that the business is carried on in an orderly
fashion. Their powers are limited by the Church Order
and by the rules of the body. Their powers are not
over an assembly but only within it and subject to it.”



THE DUTIES OF THE CLERK

CO: “to keep a faithful record of all important matters.”

• Keep a complete record of all that is decided.
• Minutes – include motions properly made, decisions, 

reference to official documents, etc.

• Supplements – include agenda items, correspondence 
(received and sent), committee reports, etc.

• Implies some other duties: taking care of (1) agendas, 
(2) archives, (3) correspondence, (4) indexing.

•Reasons:
• So it is clear what has been decided.

• So anything can be easily found in the records.



THE DUTIES OF THE PRESIDENT

“The office of the president is to 
state and explain the business to be 

transacted, to see to it that 
everyone observe due order in 

speaking, to silence the captious 
and those who are vehement in 

speaking; and properly to discipline 
them if they refuse to listen. 

Furthermore his office shall cease 
when the assembly arises.”



THE DUTIES OF THE PRESIDENT

#1 - “To state and explain the business to be transacted”
• An agenda, prepared ahead of time, helps with this.

• President must make sure the delegates know what is being 
discussed and decided, and thus can vote intelligently.

#2 - “To see that everyone observe due order in speaking”
• A deliberative assembly, therefore all who desire to speak 

must be given opportunity to do so.

• President must enforce the “Rules of Order” of the PRCP, 
which have been adopted by the PRCP Classis.

#3 - “To silent the captious & those vehement in speaking”
• “Captious” – sharp words, hurt others by what they say.

• “Vehement” – strong language, angry, provoke others to anger.

• President warns them concerning their inappropriate speech.

• If they persist, he may forbid them from further speaking.



Church Order Commentary
by Van Dellen and Monsma, p. 157

“The president should avoid the danger of 
using his position to swing a meeting his way.  

He should be as objective as possible in his 
capacity as president, and he should not 

forget that it is his task as president to direct 
the gathering in its free deliberation of all its 

affairs.  It is his privilege and duty to guide 
and direct, not his right to pull and compel.  

Though he stands at the controls of the 
meeting, he may not be partial and willful in 

the handling of these controls.”



RULES OF ORDER & PARLIAMENTARY 

PROCEDURE OF THE PRCP

•Art. 1 – Convening of Classis

•Art. 2 – Constituting of Classis

•Art. 3 – Duties of the Officers

•Art. 4 – The Stated Clerk

•Art. 5 – Treasurer

•Art. 6 – Matters Legally before the Classis

•Art. 7 – Rules of Order

•Art. 8 – Standing Committees


