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ARTICLE #40
• “The deacons shall meet monthly, or more
frequently as the need arises, to transact the
business pertaining to their office, calling upon
the name of God; whereunto the ministers shall
take good heed, and if necessary they shall be
present.”

• Summary:
• This Article points out that the deacons (Diaconate) 

should hold official meetings.
• The meetings should be scheduled, and held a 

minimum of once a month.
•Deacons may meet more often if necessary.



ARE SEPARATE DIACONATE 
MEETINGS ALWAYS NECESSARY?
“According to Article 37, deacons are sometimes added
to the consistory. In such a situation it is not
necessary for separate diaconal meetings to be held.
The business of the deacons can be conducted on the
joint consistory meeting. But should this be the case,
the business of the deacons ought to be a regular item
in the agenda of consistory meetings. The elders
would then participate in the discussions and
decisions. But even if it is not necessary for separate
diaconal meetings when deacons are a part of the
consistory, it would still be preferable, if at all
possible, for deacons to hold separate meetings to
discuss their own business.” [Prof. H. Hanko]



COUNCIL/CONSISTORY MEETING AGENDA
1. Opening Devotions

2. Silent roll call

3. Approve transcribed minutes

4. Finances
1. Monthly Report
2. Other?

5. Deacon Work
1. Benevolence – distributed since last 

meeting
2. Benevolence – new requests
3. Other?

6. Elder Work
1. Attendance
2. Discipline matters
3. Other?

7. Pastor’s Report
1. Preaching, Catechism teaching, 

Bible studies, Pastoral Work
2. Other?

8. Council Work
1.
2.

9. Read and adopt script minutes

10. Adjournment & Closing prayer



PURPOSE OF DEACON MEETINGS
1. Deacons are “to transact the business 

pertaining to their office.”
• Their main duty is not the church’s finances.
• Their duty is Benevolence – the mercies of Christ.
• See Article 25 of the Church Order.

2. Deacons must “call upon the name of God” at 
their meetings.
• Prayer is part of treating ecclesiastical matters in 

an ecclesiastical manner (Art. 30 of CO).
• Necessary because the work of Deacons is spiritual 

in character (Form for Ordination of Deacons).
•Deacons need to pray for wisdom, patience, love, 

God’s guidance, God’s blessing, etc.



THE	CHURCH	ORDER	OF	DORDT
ARTICLE	25

“The office peculiar to the deacons is diligently to
collect alms and other contributions of charity
and, after mutual counsel, faithfully and diligently
to distribute the same to the poor as their needs
may require it; to visit and comfort the distressed
and to exercise care that the alms are not misused;
of which they shall render an account in consistory,
and also (if anyone desires to be present) to the
congregation, at such a time as the consistory may
see fit.”



FORM	for	ORDINATION
of	ELDERS	and	DEACONS

“The second part of their office is distribution,
wherein are not only required discretion and
prudence to bestow the alms only on objects of
charity, but also cheerfulness and simplicity to
assist the poor with compassion and hearty
affection, as the apostle requires (Rom. 12, and
II Cor. 9). For which end it is very beneficial
that they do not only administer relief to the
poor and indigent with external gifts, but also
with comfortable words from Scripture.”



SUPERVISION OF THE DEACONS
•Who supervises the work of Deacons?
• The Pastor – Article 40 of Church Order
• The Elders – Articles 23 & 25 of Church Order

•Explanation:
• Elders must supervise all OB’s, including Deacons.  

Thus an elder attends every Deacon Meeting.
• Pastors must supervise all the officebearers, too.
• General supervision – Article 16 of Church Order.
• The Pastor needs to be available to be consulted by 

the deacons and to give them advice.
• In addition to being available, good that he takes his 

turn with the elders to attend the Deacon Meetings.



REFORMED CHURCH GOVERNMENT

CHURCH ORDER OF DORDT

ARTICLE 41

Rev. D. Kleyn, PRCA Missionary



ARTICLE #41
• The classical meetings shall consist of neighboring churches
that respectively delegate, with proper credentials, a
minister and an elder to meet at such time and place as was
determined by the previous classical meeting. Such meetings
shall be held at least once in three months, unless great
distances render this inadvisable. In these meetings the
ministers shall preside in rotation, or one shall be chosen to
preside; however, the same minister shall not be chosen
twice in succession.
• Furthermore, the president shall, among other things, put
the following questions to the delegates of each church:
1. Are the consistory meetings held in your church?
2. Is church discipline exercised?
3. Are the poor and the Christian schools cared for?
4. Do you need the judgment and help of the classis for the

proper government of your church?
• And finally, at the second to the last meeting and, if
necessary, at the last meeting before the synod, delegates
shall be chosen to attend said synod.



CONSTITUENCY OF CLASSIS
1. Neighboring churches.

• Churches in one geographical region in the same Classis.
• If more than one classis, set geographical boundaries.
• The sizes of each Classis need to be the same, if possible.

2. Delegates to the Classis.
• CO specifies two delegates from each church which is in 

a Classis.  Usually the Pastor and an Elder.
• Rules of Order of the PRCP Classis:

“To the Classis, one minister and two (2) elders (or one (1)
elder and one (1) deacon) from each church shall be
delegated. When a church is without a minister, if it meets the
number, two (2) elders and one (1) deacon shall be delegated.”



TIME & PLACE, and FREQUENCY
OF CLASSIS MEETINGS

1. TIME and PLACE decided by Previous Classis.
• Preferably in different locations (churches take turns).
• Should be announced to the congregations.
• Rules of Order of PRCP Classis: “Classis shall meet at
regular intervals at the time and place designated in
compliance with Art. 41 of the Church Order. Ordinarily,
the Classis meets on February 25, June 12, and October
31 beginning at 9:00 a.m. In the event that the said
dates fall on Sunday, Classis will decide whether to
meet on Monday or Friday preceding.”

2. FREQUENCY
• CO states 4 times a year, but allows for exceptions.
• Consider travel distances, and also expense of meetings.



PRESIDENT OF CLASSIS
1. Who presides?

• The ministers/pastors, by election or by rotation.
• The same minister should not preside twice in a row.

2. Why do ministers (not elders) preside?
• Not because they hold a superior office or position.
• But they are usually better able to lead the meetings.

RULES OF ORDER of the CLASSIS of the PRCP
“The President and Vice-president of the Classis shall
be appointed from the ministerial delegates
according to alphabetical order.”



QUESTIONS ASKED OF DELEGATES
1. Questions concern the labors of the officebearers.
1. Are the consistory meetings held in your church?
2. Is church discipline exercised?
3. Are the poor and the Christian schools cared for?
4. Do you need the judgment and help of the classis for the

proper government of your church?

2. Purpose of the questions is mutual supervision of 
each other within a denomination of churches.

3. Question #4
1. One may only answer “Yes” if his consistory has made a 

decision to seek the help of Classis.
2. The response of Classis to a “Yes” is not by having a 

general discussion of the matter, but by making a   
formal decision that contains advice.
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ARTICLE #42

“Where in a church there are more
ministers than one, also those not
delegated according to the foregoing
article shall have the right to attend
classis with advisory vote.”



EXPLANATION

•All churches, regardless of size, the number of 
pastors, the length of their existence, etc., are 
equal to each other.  (See Art. 84 of CO)

•Each congregation should therefore have the 
same number of votes at a Classis.

•Additional pastors may attend the classis, but 
they only have “advisory vote” – i.e., they may 
participate in the discussion and debate.
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ARTICLE #43

“At the close of the classical and
other major assemblies, censure
shall be exercised over those who in
the meeting have done something
worthy of punishment, or who have
scorned the admonition of the
minor assemblies.”



EXPLANATION
•This censure is different from the censure 

mentioned in Art. 35 of the Church Order.

•The classis makes a decision to admonish the 
following offenders:
1. Someone who has done something worthy of 

punishment during the meeting.
2. Someone who has scorned (despised) the 

decisions of ecclesiastical assemblies.

•The purpose is to remove the offense before the 
meeting adjourns.

•Thankfully it is seldom necessary to apply this 
article of the CO.


