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ARTICLE #44
The classis shall authorize at least two of her oldest,
most experienced, and most competent ministers to
visit all the churches once a year and to take heed
whether the minister and the consistory faithfully
perform the duties of their office, adhere to sound
doctrine, observe in all things the adopted order, and
properly promote as much as lies in them, through
word and deed, the upbuilding of the congregation,
in particular of the youth, to the end that they may
in time fraternally admonish those who have in
anything been negligent, and may by their advice
and assistance help direct all things unto the peace,
upbuilding, and greatest profit of the churches. And
each classis may continue these visitors in service as
long as it sees fit, except where the visitors
themselves request to be released for reasons of
which the classis shall judge.



THE PURPOSE OF CHURCH VISITATION
• Church Visitation is not intended to be hierarchical.
• It shouldn’t undermine the autonomy of the local church.
• This is a temptation/danger that must be guarded against.
• Classis may not interfere in the affairs of the local church.

• The Purpose is mutual supervision within a federation.
• This is an essential part of a federation (denomination) – the 

churches keep a watch over each other.
• Such mutual supervision in a federation is clearly indicated 

by the questions of Article 41 of the Church Order.
• This supervision is not a negative thing, but positive – each 

church benefits from it, and so does the denomination.

• Thus a consistory/church may not resist the work of 
the church visitors, but must be thankful for it.



WHO DOES CHURCH VISITATION
1. THE CLASSIS
• Purpose of Classis is mutual supervision of the churches.
• It chooses CV, assigns them the work, and gives a deadline.
• It receives a report, and approves the work of the CV.

2. THE CHURCH VISITORS
• The Classis chooses Pastors/Ministers to do the work.
• A minimum of two pastors – makes an official committee.
• “Oldest, most experienced, and most competent” pastors.

They must be of the oldest, most experienced, and most 
competent because a great deal of wisdom is required to do 

this work:  to ask the right questions; to maintain the proper 
character of the work; to give proper advice and counsel in a 

proper way; and to aid the congregation as best they can.



WHAT IS THE FOCUS OF C.V.?
• To see whether the pastor and consistory members are 

faithfully performing the duties of their offices.
• Are they adhering to sound doctrine?
• Are they observing proper order in the church?
• Are they promoting the upbuilding of the congregation?
• Are they especially conscious of upbuilding the youth?

• If necessary:
• To admonish any OB’s who are negligent in their duties.
• To give advice & assistance to the officebearers/consistory.

• Point OB’s to the goal of doing all things for the peace, 
upbuilding, and greatest profit of the churches.



Church Order Commentary
by Van Dellen and Monsma

It is especially gratifying that the young
people and children receive special
consideration in this connection. Unless
the lambs of the flock are properly tended
and fed how can the cause of God flourish?
Church Visitors are therefore charged to
bear the youth of the Churches in mind
particularly as they confer with the various
consistories.

[page 195]



Decisions Pertaining To Article #44
Church visitation, which is required to be done in the congregations,
requires for its efficient prosecution the following:
A. Each classis shall appoint from her midst at least two ministers

and their alternates.
B. The visitors shall give the congregations at least eight days’

notice of the day and hour of their proposed visit.
C. The consistory shall see to it that all the consistory members are

present at the meeting which is appointed for church visitation.
Any member failing to be present shall be required to give the
meeting good reason for his absence. If one-half of the members
are absent, the visitation cannot be carried out.

D. The consistory shall see to it that the record books are at hand for
the inspection by the visitors.

E. Of the visitors, one shall function as chairman and the other as
secretary. They shall record their findings and actions in a book
which can be consulted at the next visitation, and which can be
kept in the classical archives.

F. After completing the visitation of all the congregations, the
visitors shall with requisite discretion compose a report of their
activities to be delivered at the next following classis.



CHURCH VISITATION QUESTIONS
[Church Order of PRCA, p. 133]

The questions must not be routinely asked
and mechanically answered. There must be
freedom to discuss related and other
matters. Yet some matters are not the
proper domain of the church visitors. These
include cases pending with the consistory,
cases not yet treated by the consistory,
matters properly belonging to the
consistory. It is evident why wisdom and
discretion are required.
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ARTICLE #45

• It shall be the duty of the classis and the
general synod to furnish the following
meeting with the minutes of the preceding.

SUMMARY:
• This article deals with the care of the archives 

of the broader ecclesiastical assemblies.
•Classes and Synods have the duty to make 

sure the archives are available for subsequent 
meetings.



THE REASONS WHY
THIS ARTICLE IS NECESSARY

1. The broader assemblies are not continuing 
bodies in the churches.
• Provision needs to be made to preserve the archives so 

they are always available to the assemblies.

2. The archives are the official records of the 
assemblies.
• They contain the official decisions, thus also the 

precedents set on certain matters.
• They need to be consulted before new decisions are 

made concerning any matter (cf. CO, Art. 46).
• They are a necessary reference to make sure decisions 

have been carried out.



THE WAY THIS ARTICLE
IS CARRIED OUT

•Classes (and Synods) appoint a “stated clerk.”
•He takes care of all the archives.
•He makes them available to subsequent meetings.
•He is assigned a few other secretarial tasks.

DECISIONS PERTAINING TO ARTICLE 33
B. The major assemblies shall also have a stated clerk,
who however shall not hold the position of permanent
secretary, and who shall not be a member of the
assemblies’ officers, but that of a deputy to serve the
classis or synod with services which would otherwise
constitute the task of such a functionary.



CLASSIS OF THE PRCP
DUTIES OF STATED CLERK

1. To function as clerk of the sessions of Classis.
• As such he must keep an exact record of the 

proceedings of Classis.
• At the close of each day’s session he shall read the 

concept minutes for Classis’ correction and 
adoption. 

2. To prepare and publish the agenda.
3. To furnish each member consistory with a copy of 

Classis’ Minutes including the supplements and reports 
not already printed in the published agenda.

9. To maintain the archives of the Classis. 
10. To be present at all Classical meetings in order to 

furnish Classis, upon request, with any needed 
information from the archives.


