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ARTICLE #46

Instructions concerning matters to be
considered in major assemblies shall
not be written until the decisions of
previous synods touching these matters
have been read, in order that what was
once decided be not again proposed,
unless a revision be deemed necessary.



EXPLANATION OF ARTICLE 46
•All previous decisions concerning a matter 

must be consulted and considered before a 
new decision is made.

•Why must this be done?
•To avoid duplication of previous decisions.
•To avoid contradicting previous decisions.

•Who must do this?
•Especially the one who brings a matter to the 

assembly (e.g., overtures, protests, appeals).
•The assembly itself before it makes a decision, 

if this is necessary (e.g., it hasn’t been done).



IMPLICATIONS OF ARTICLE 46
1. Article underscores the importance/necessity 

of good record keeping of all minutes and 
supplements (cf. Article 45).

2. Article implies that previous decisions can be 
changed.

• “… unless a revision be deemed necessary.”
• Because past decisions are in error.  Ecclesiastical 

assemblies can and do make mistakes.
• Because past decisions might no longer be relevant 

because circumstances have changed.
• NB: These may only be altered if it is clearly shown 

that they are wrong, or irrelevant, etc.



APPLICATION OF THIS ARTICLE
•The original and literal requirement was to 

read out aloud at the assembly meeting all 
previous decisions on a matter.
• This is no longer done, because it is too difficult 

and time consuming on account of how many 
decisions have been made over time.
• Instead, the principle is and must be applied and 

followed – i.e., to check into and take into 
consideration all previous decisions.

•NB: This is an important aspect of a Classis or 
Synod deciding if a matter is “legally” before it.
• The question is: “Have the requirements of Articles 

30 and 46 of the Church Order been met?”



SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS ARTICLE

The article implicitly recognizes the value
of the history of the church and the
importance of the guidance of the Spirit of
Christ in the church. When the church has
decided something in the past, it did so with
good reason. We must not presumptuously
think we have new problems and greater
wisdom, so that past decisions need not
even be considered.

H. Hanko, Notes on the Church Order
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ARTICLES #47 & #48
47.(Every year [of if need be oftener] four or

five or more neighboring classes shall
meet as a particular synod, to which each
classis shall delegate two ministers and
two elders. At the close of both the
particular and general synod, some church
shall be empowered to determine, with
advice of classis, the time and place of the
next synod.)

48.(Each synod shall be at liberty to solicit
and hold correspondence with its
neighboring synod or synods in such
manner as they shall judge most conducive
to general edification.)



EXPLANATION OF ARTICLES 47 & 48

•FOOTNOTE:
“Articles 47 and 48 are retained in the body of
the Church Order because they belonged to
the original Church Order of Dordrecht.
They are, however, put in parentheses
because the Protestant Reformed Churches
do not have particular synods.”

(Synod of 2000, Article 28)

•NOTES:
• PRCA has “general synods,” not “particular synods.”
• The rule mentioned in Art. 47 applies as regards 

deciding the time and place of the next meeting.
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ARTICLE #49
Each synod shall delegate some to execute
everything ordained by synod, both as to what
pertains to the government and to the
respective classes resorting under it, and
likewise to supervise together or in smaller
number all examinations of future ministers.
And, moreover, in all other eventual
difficulties they shall extend help to the
classes in order that proper unity, order, and
soundness of doctrine may be maintained and
established. Also they shall keep proper record
of all their actions to report thereof to synod,
and, if it be demanded, give reasons. They shall
also not be discharged from their service
before and until synod itself discharges them.



EXPLANATION OF ARTICLE 49
• Synod (i.e., Classis in PRCP) appoints committees to 

carry out some of the work of the churches.
• The committees are made up of two or more men.
• They must report to synod/classis concerning their work.

1. STANDING COMMITTEES
• Assigned a specific work/duty – e.g., Missions, Contact 

with Other Churches, etc.
• Chosen by Classis (released by it, too).  Classis should 

choose the men who are best qualified for the work.

2. SPECIAL COMMITTEES
• E.g., a Study Committee.
• E.g., a Special Committee to assist a congregation that 

has problems (if church visitors unable).



STANDING COMMITTEES
1. PRC in America
• Catechism Book Committee
• Committee for Contact with Other Churches
• Domestic Mission Committee
• Emeritus Committee
• Foreign Mission Committee
• Student Aid Committee
• Theological School Committee

2. PRC in the Philippines
• Committee #1 (Seminary Training, Seminary Student 

Aid, Emeritus, Finances, Subsidy)
• Committee #2 (Contact with Other Churches, Missions, 

Publications, Translations)



AUTHORITY OF COMMITTEES

“It must be remembered that these committees
are not in any respect autonomous. They may
function only with a specific mandate from the
Synod [Classis] and are instructed to report to
Synod [Classis].”

H. Hanko, Notes on the Church Order

These committees “are servants of the Synod
[Classis] which appointed them; they have no
authority in themselves at all. Their authority
is limited to that which the Synod [Classis] has
extended to them.”

Van Dellen & Monsma, Church Order Commentary
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ARTICLE #50

The general synod shall ordinarily meet
annually. To this synod an equal number
of elders and ministers out of every
classis shall be delegated as determined
by synod. If it becomes necessary in the
opinion of at least two classes to call a
special meeting of synod, the local
church designated for this purpose shall
determine time and place.



EXPLANATION OF ARTICLE 50

•This article does not apply to the Federation of 
the PRC in the Philippines because we have no 
need yet for a General Synod.

• Instead, Art. 41 of the Church Order sets forth 
the guidelines for the PRCP Classis meetings, 
as do also the PRCP’s “Rules of Order and 
Parliamentary Procedure.”

•One of the principles of Article 50 applies and 
is followed by the PRCP Classis – i.e., the idea 
of the broadest assembly meeting at least once 
a year.  PRCP Classis meets 3 times a year.



ARTICLE 41 of CHURCH ORDER:
• The classical meetings shall consist of

neighboring churches that respectively delegate,
with proper credentials, a minister and an elder
to meet at such time and place as was
determined by the previous classical meeting.
Such meetings shall be held at least once in three
months, unless great distances render this
inadvisable. In these meetings the ministers
shall preside in rotation, or one shall be chosen
to preside; however, the same minister shall not
be chosen twice in succession.

RULES OF ORDER of PRCP
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ARTICLE #51
The missionary work of the churches
is regulated by the general synod in a
mission order.

“The Federation of the PRC in the Philippines believe it is our
explicit duty and sacred privilege, in obedience to the
command of Christ the King of the church, to preach the
blessed gospel to all creatures and nations, baptizing them in
the Name of the Triune God, and teaching them to observe all
things which Christ has commanded. We believe that this
missionary activity includes the work of church extension and
church reformation, as well as the task of preaching the
gospel to the unchurched and heathen.”

Preamble of Missions Constitution (draft only)



WHO DOES MISSION WORK
• A denomination’s mission work is regulated by the 

broadest assembly of that denomination:
• E.g., Synod of PRCA, Classis of PRCP, Session of CERCS.
• Includes both Domestic and Foreign Missions.

• This does not forbid Local Consistories from doing 
mission work.
• Two possibilities:
• (1) As a Calling Church for a specific mission field/work.
• (2) Carrying out their own mission/evangelism work.

• For both (1) and (2), the local church must not work 
independently of the churches, but should abide by the 
principles and practices of the Constitution for Missions.

• If (2), then the local church must do the work with a view to 
handing it over to the denomination’s mission committee.  
I.e., investigation, preparation, etc.



HOW MISSION WORK IS DONE
• The Role of the Classis (or Synod):
• Does not itself perform (carry out) the mission work, but 

appoints a local church to do so.
• It must “regulate” (oversee) the work – i.e., that it is 

being done properly, financial support for it, etc.
• Does this through its appointed Mission Committee, 

which Committee is guided by its constitution.

• The Role of the Local Church:
• Only the local congregation may preach the Word, 

administer the sacraments, and carry out discipline.
• Thus it is only the local church which may call and send 

(ordain) a man to be a missionary.  Cf. Art’s 4 & 5 of CO.
• She does this on behalf of the churches (denomination).



WHY MISSION WORK IS 
DENOMINATION WORK

The churches labor together in this
respect. The work is of mutual concern.
It is an expression of their mutual
calling in the unity of the church of
Christ. It is, from a practical point of
view, easier to do the work together
since many local congregations lack
the means.

H. Hanko, Notes on the Church Order
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ARTICLE #52

When different languages are
spoken in the churches, the
necessary translations shall be
made in the ecclesiastical
assemblies and in the publication
of recommendations, instructions,
and decisions.



EXPLANATION OF ARTICLE 52

•This Article is included out of concern that 
churches in the same denomination might drift 
apart because of a language barrier.

•Historical Necessity of this Article.
• In the Netherlands – both Dutch and French used.
• In North America – both English and Dutch used.

•Present Day Necessity of this Article.
• Not applicable anymore (out of date) in the PRCA  

in North America because of one language.
• But applies in the PRCP – both English and Tagalog 

are used (also other Philippine dialects).



PRCP CONSTITUTION
“TRANSLATION GUIDELINES”

• The translation must be contextually accurate.

• The translated literature must be readable.

• The translation must be understandable to the common
reader.

• There must be a standard translation of doctrinal or
theological terms: e.g., antithesis, election, reprobation,
predestination, justification, sanctification, glorification,
etc.

• Should there be difficulty in finding accurate and
appropriate translation for doctrinal or theological terms,
the English word may be adopted rather than force a local
terminology which may not be understandable, readable,
or would make the translation grammatically awkward.


