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ARTICLE #56
The covenant of God shall be sealed unto the
children of Christians by baptism, as soon as the
administration thereof is feasible, in the public
assembly when the Word of God is preached.

Decision pertaining to Article 56:

Adopted children shall be baptized only when
their legal adoption shall have been made final.



WHO MAY AND SHOULD
BE BAPTIZED?

1. “The children of Christians”
• The children of believing parents – Acts 2:39, 16:15, 18:8.
• The parents must be confessing members of the church.
• The parents must be members in good standing.

2. The adopted children of confessing members.
• But only after the child’s adoption has been finalized.

• Note: The phrase “children of Christians” implies that no 
re-baptism is necessary if a child has been properly 
baptized in another church: (1) by an ordained minister, 
(2) with water, and (3) in the name of the Trinity.



Although it is true that the Roman Catholic
Church has grossly corrupted the sacrament of
baptism, yet a Roman Catholic baptism may be
viewed as valid in Reformed churches when it
meets the following basic criteria:

1. The baptism is administered with water,
2. The baptism is administered by an ordained

minister in an instituted church; and,
3. The baptism is administered in the name of

the Trinity in a church that maintains a
confession of theTrinity.

POSITION OF THE PRCP RE 
ROMAN CATHOLIC BAPTISMS



WHEN SHOULD SOMEONE
BE BAPTIZED?

“As soon as the administration thereof is feasible”

• Incorrect Approach
• Roman Catholics who baptize as quickly as possible.
• Some Reformed do the same, & mother not present.

• Correct Approach
• Time for the father to get the consistory’s permission.
• Time, so sure parents know the meaning, etc. of baptism.
• Time, so both parents can be present and can take vows.

• NB: But avoid unnecessarily delaying the baptism.



“The public worship service is the only proper
place for the administration. It is a sacrament for
the entire church. It is a part of the life of the
church institute. It is, as a sacrament, attached to
the preaching of the Word and has significance
only in connection with the preaching.”

H. Hanko, Notes on the Church Order

WHERE SHOULD BAPTISM
TAKE PLACE?

• Not privately – not in people’s homes, a hospital, etc.

• “In the public assembly where the Word of God is preached.”
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ARTICLE #57

The ministers shall do their
utmost to the end that the
father present his child for
baptism.



EXPLANATION OF ARTICLE 57
• The FATHER is responsible as regards the 

baptism of his children.
• The mother also has responsibilities (Titus 2:4-5, etc), 

and thus she also takes a vow at the baptism.
• But the father is especially responsible as the head of 

his wife and family (Gen. 18:19, Josh. 24:15, Eph. 6:4).

• How a Father carries out this duty/responsibility:
• By requesting consistory’s permission for baptism.
• By presenting the child at the moment of baptism.
• By taking the vows at the time of baptism.



Application for baptism should be made
in person by the head of the household at
the monthly Consistory meeting. The
date of baptism will be determined at
that meeting. The clerk of the Consistory
provides a baptismal certificate to be
presented to the parents after the
baptism. Only the confessing parent may
answer the questions at the baptism
service.

[Holland PRC Policy re Baptism]
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ARTICLE #58

In the ceremony of baptism, both of
children and of adults, the minister
shall use the respective forms drawn
up for the administration of this
sacrament.



EXPLANATION OF ARTICLE 58
• The PRCP has officially adopted the “Form for 

the Administration of Baptism.”

• Article 58 states that this Form must be used –
both for infant baptisms, and adult baptisms.

• This Form gives good, clear biblical instruction re 
baptism, its covenant basis, our duties, etc.

• The use of this Form is necessary for the sake of 
unity in the churches – all using the same form, 
all parents taking the same vows, etc.



First. Whether you acknowledge that although our children are
conceived and born in sin, and therefore are subject to all
miseries, yea to condemnation itself, yet that they are sanctified
in Christ, and therefore, as members of His church, ought to be
baptized?
Secondly. Whether you acknowledge the doctrine which is
contained in the Old and New Testament, and in the articles of
the Christian faith, and which is taught here in this Christian
church to be the true and perfect doctrine of salvation?
Thirdly. Whether you promise and intend to see these children,
when come to the years of discretion (whereof you are either
parent or witness), instructed and brought up in the aforesaid
doctrine, or help or cause them to be instructed therein, to the
utmost of your power?

QUESTIONS FOR INFANT BAPTISM
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ARTICLE #59

Adults are through baptism incorporated
into the Christian church, and are
accepted as members of the church, and
are therefore obliged also to partake of
the Lord’s Supper, which they shall
promise to do at their baptism.



EXPLANATION OF ARTICLE 59
• This applies to those who become members of 

the church as adults and through adult baptism.

• Such adults become members and are baptized 
only after they make a public confession of faith.

• After becoming members through baptism, they 
are obligated to partake of the Lord’s Supper.

• This is one of the promises they make when they 
make confession of faith and are baptized.



First. Dost thou believe in the only true God, distinct in three persons, Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost, who has made heaven and earth and all that in them is of nothing, and
still maintains and governs them, insomuch that nothing comes to pass, either in
heaven or on earth, without His divine will?
Secondly. Dost thou believe that thou art conceived and born in sin, and therefore
art a child of wrath by nature, wholly incapable of doing any good and prone to all
evil; and that thou hast frequently, in thought, word, and deed, transgressed the
commandments of the Lord; and whether thou art heartily sorry for these sins?
Thirdly. Dost thou believe that Christ, who is the true and eternal God, and very
man, who took His human nature on Him out of the flesh and blood of the Virgin
Mary, is given thee of God to be thy Savior, and that thou dost receive by this faith
remission of sins in His blood, and that thou art made by the power of the Holy
Ghost a member of Jesus Christ and His church?
Fourthly. Dost thou assent to all the articles of the Christian religion as they are
taught here in this Christian church according to the Word of God, and purpose
steadfastly to continue in the same doctrine to the end of thy life; and also dost thou
reject all heresies and schisms repugnant to this doctrine, and promise to persevere in
the communion of the Christian church, not only in the hearing of the Word, but also
in the use of the Lord’s Supper?
Fifthly. Hast thou taken a firm resolution always to lead a Christian life; to forsake
the world and its evil lusts, as is becoming the members of Christ and His church;
and to submit thyself to all Christian admonitions?

QUESTIONS FOR ADULT BAPTISM



Prof. H. Hanko (Notes on the Church Order):
• “The two sacraments are inseparable. Baptism

signifies incorporation into the covenant. The Lord’s
supper signifies preservation within the covenant and
conscious reception of the blessings of the covenant.”

Rev. R. Hanko (Doctrine AccordingTo Godliness):
• “Baptism pictures our entrance into the covenant

and fellowship of God, while the Lord’s Supper
pictures our life in that covenant once we have
entered. The two together, therefore, picture the
whole of our Christian life …”

CLOSE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
BAPTISM AND THE LORD’S SUPPER
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ARTICLE #60

The names of those baptized, together
with those of the parents, and likewise
the date of birth and baptism, shall be
recorded.



WHY SHOULD BAPTISM RECORDS 
BE KEPT BY THE CHURCH?

•What Records Should Be Kept?
• Names: (1) of Children, and (2) of Parents.
• Dates: (1) of Birth, and (2) of Baptism.

•Why Should These Records Be Kept?
• Because children become members of the church by 

means of baptism.
• Because churches should keep an up-to-date record 

of their membership.
• Because these records may be needed and useful in 

the future.


