
CHURCH ORDER OF DORDT
OVERVIEW OF ARTICLES 61-64

RE THE LORD’S SUPPER

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
• Article 61 – Who May Partake of the LS

• Article 62 – How To Administer the LS

• Article 63 – How Often To Administer the LS

• Article 64 – Where To Administer the LS
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ARTICLE 61 OF CHURCH ORDER

None shall be admitted to the Lord’s Supper
except those who according to the usage of
the church with which they unite themselves
have made a confession of the Reformed
religion, besides being reputed to be of a
godly walk, without which those who come
from other churches shall not be admitted.

WHO MAY PARTAKE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER



WHO MAY PARTAKE
OF THE LORD’S SUPPER?

1. One who makes a public confession of faith
• A confession of the “Reformed religion.”

• A personal confession of one’s faith in Christ.

• [Thus becomes a confessing member of a church.]

2. One who is living according to his/her confession
• CO: “besides being reputed to be of a godly walk.”

• A member may not partake of the Lord’s Supper if 
or when that member is under discipline.





HOW DOES SOMEONE MAKE
A CONFESSION OF FAITH?

1. A person mentions to the pastor or an elder the desire 
to make Confession of Faith in the church.

2. The Consistory meets with the individual to interview 
him/her concerning his/her faith.

3. The Consistory makes a decision to approve the C of F, 
and sets a date for the Public Confession of Faith.

4. The Consistory announces the upcoming C of F to the 
congregation for at least 2 weeks.

5. The Public Confession of Faith takes place during a 
regular worship service using the adopted Form.



WHO MAY MAKE CONFESSION 
OF FAITH & BECOME A MEMBER?

1. One born into and baptized in the church, and who 
has been catechized in the “Reformed religion.”

2. One who transfers from another congregation in the  
same denomination, or from a sister church.

3. One who comes from outside the churches and has 
been instructed in the “Reformed religion.”

• NB: The Consistory is responsible for the Lord’s Supper.
• Consistory examines applicants for membership, and thus for 

partaking of the Lord’s Supper.
• Consistory decides who may partake.  Not “open” or “closed” 

communion.  But “close” (supervised) communion.



The Reformed churches have historically opposed open
communion and maintained the principle of close communion.
This is necessary to keep the Lord’s table pure. Nor should
members of our churches partake of communion in other
denominations with which we have no denominational fellowship.

H. Hanko, Notes on the Church Order

“CLOSE” COMMUNION
(NOT “OPEN” OR “CLOSED”)

• “Close” communion = “Supervised” communion.
• Crucial for the sake of the individual – I Cor. 11:27, 29.
• Crucial for the sake of the church – I Cor. 11:30.

• NB: Not “Paedo Communion” either – I Cor. 11:28-29.



CONSISTORY ANNOUNCEMENT
“After a week of self-examination, confessing members in good standing
are called and privileged to partake of the sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper this morning. Our participation in the Lord’s Supper is a witness
that we repent of our sins, believe that Jesus Christ is our righteousness,
and desire to live in godliness. Because this heavenly food can be taken
to one’s judgment (I Cor. 11:28-30), and because the receiving of this
food as a congregational body is a confession of doctrinal oneness (Acts
2:42), the elders supervise the partaking of the sacrament. If you are
visiting from another PRC congregation, please contact the elders before
communing. Visitors from other denominations must appear to make
their request at the consistory meeting prior to communion. If we
cannot administer the sacrament to you, we are not judging whether
or not you are a child of God; we are simply recognizing the reality that
there is not at this time doctrinal agreement between our respective
church bodies. Please respect our desire to be faithful to God’s Word in
this matter.”



SELF EXAMINATION
The true examination of ourselves consists of these three parts:

• First. That every one consider by himself, his sins and the curse due to him for
them, to the end that he may abhor and humble himself before God: considering
that the wrath of God against sin is so great, that (rather than it should go
unpunished) he hath punished the same in his beloved Son Jesus Christ, with the
bitter and shameful death of the cross.

• Secondly. That every one examine his own heart, whether he doth believe this
faithful promise of God, that all his sins are forgiven him only for the sake of the
passion and death of Jesus Christ, and that the perfect righteousness of Christ is
imputed and freely given him as his own, yea, so perfectly, as if he had satisfied
in his own person for all his sins, and fulfilled all righteousness.

• Thirdly. That everyone examine his own conscience, whether he purposeth
henceforth to show true thankfulness to God in his whole life, and to walk
uprightly before him; as also, whether he hath laid aside unfeignedly all enmity,
hatred, and envy, and doth firmly resolve henceforward to walk in true love and
peace with his neighbor.
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ARTICLE 62 OF CHURCH ORDER
Every church shall administer the Lord’s Supper
in such a manner as it shall judge most
conducive to edification; provided, however, that
the outward ceremonies as prescribed in God’s
Word be not changed, and all superstition be
avoided, and that at the conclusion of the
sermon and the usual prayers the form for the
administration of the Lord’s Supper, together
with the prayer for that purpose, shall be read.

HOW TO ADMINISTER THE LORD’S SUPPER



CHANGEABLE ASPECTS
OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

• Biblical Principle: The Administration of the 
Lord’s Supper must be Edifying (I Cor. 14:26).

• The Consistory would be guided by this principle 
in deciding (for example) the following:
• Receiving the elements at the front, or in your seat.
• Using a common cup for the wine, or individual cups.
• Standing to receive the elements, or staying seated.
• Eating the bread and drinking the wine in unison, or 

doing so as these elements are distributed/received.



UNCHANGEABLE ASPECTS
OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

These are things required by Scripture and the Creeds
1. The Elements: using bread and wine, breaking the bread, 

and pouring the wine.

2. The sacrament must be accompanied by the preaching of 
the Word and prayers.

3. We must avoid all superstition (e.g., kneeling before the 
bread and wine to worship them).

4. The adopted Form for the Administration of the Lord’s 
Supper must be used and read.

5. We must have Preparatory and Applicatory sermons, as 
specified by the questions for Church Visitation.
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ARTICLE 63 OF CHURCH ORDER

The Lord’s Supper shall be
administered at least every two
or three months.

HOW OFTEN ADMINISTER LORD’S SUPPER



In the early years of the Reformation the
sacrament was celebrated far oftener than now.
In some instances it was celebrated every week,
but this varied from time to time, especially in
times of persecution. This frequent celebration
did not continue, and gradually the practice
arose to celebrate the sacrament every two
months.

H. Hanko, Notes on the Church Order

HISTORY BEHIND ARTICLE 63



EXPLANATION OF ARTICLE 63

•The Lord’s Supper should be administered 
a minimum of 4 times a year.

•This also allows for doing it more often. 
• The consistory should decide this by applying 

the principle of Article 62.

• Perhaps administering the Lord’s Supper too 
often might not be the most edifying.
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ARTICLE 64 OF CHURCH ORDER

The administration of the Lord’s
Supper shall take place only there
where there is supervision of elders,
according to the ecclesiastical order,
and in a public gathering of the
congregation.

WHERE TO ADMINISTER THE LORD’S SUPPER



EXPLANATION OF ARTICLE 64
•Where can the Lord’s Supper be Administered?

1. Where there is Supervision by the Elders
• A means of grace that is given to the church.
• Supervised so the Lord’s table is not defiled.

2. Where the Ecclesiastical Order is Followed
• I.e., the rules of Articles 61-63 of Church Order.

3. In a Public Gathering of the Congregation
• Because preaching & sacraments belong together.
• Because it symbolizes fellowship in Christ’s body.
• Thus Private communion is not correct/allowed.


