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ARTICLE 65 OF CHURCH ORDER

Funerals are not ecclesiastical,
but family affairs, and should
be conducted accordingly.



REFORMED (BIBLICAL) 
FUNERALS

1. History behind this Article.
• Roman Catholic Church held official funeral services.
• Superstitious ideas were connected with this practice.

2. The Reformed Approach to Funerals.
• Funerals are “not ecclesiastical.”
• They are not a means of grace in the church.
• They are not supervised by the officebearers.
• No official funeral services, or funeral sermons.

• Funerals are family affairs.  It is the family’s responsibility 
to bury family members who die.



Our churches have followed the ruling of this Article. We
have no official services, but simply a brief exposition of
some portion of Scripture and appropriate prayers.
There is no Consistory present. There is no official
gathering of the congregation. The friends and relatives
meet so that their attention may be called to the Word
of God as the source and fountain of their hope and
comfort in the midst of sorrow.

H. Hanko, Notes on the Church Order

OUR PRACTICE WITH FUNERALS



SAMPLE FUNERAL PROGRAM
•Opening Words

• Scripture Reading

• Prayer

• Singing

• Reading

•Message

• Singing

• Prayer

• Note 1:  If possible, the 
pastor meets with the 
family prior to this.

• Note 2:  Pastor sometimes 
leads a graveside service.

• Note 3:  Avoid eulogies –
Don’t speak about the dead, 
but speak to the living.

• Note 4:  In addition to the 
Bible, could also read (for 
comfort) Lord’s Day I.

BIBLE PASSAGES:  Psalm 23:4,  Psalm 116:15,  Psalm 73:23-24,  Isaiah 
40:1-2,  Isaiah 43:1-2,  John 10:27-30,  John 14:1-4,  Romans 8:38-39, 

Romans 14:8,  II Corinthians 5:6-8,  Philippians 1:21,  Revelation 14:13
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ARTICLE 66 OF CHURCH ORDER

In time of war, pestilence,
national calamities, and other
great afflictions, the pressure of
which is felt throughout the
churches, it is fitting that the
Classes proclaim a day of prayer.



WHEN ARE SPECIAL DAYS OF 
PRAYER HELD?

•When?
• “in times of war, pestilence, national calamities, and 

other great afflictions.”
• If ever God, in His providence, sends a calamity that 

affects the churches.

•Who Decides This?
• A Classis – for the churches that are in that Classis.
• If the whole denomination is affected by a calamity, 

then each Classis could call a day of prayer.



WHAT ARE SPECIAL DAYS OF 
PRAYER?

•What?
• A day in which the Consistories call the congregations 

to gather together at a set time for a worship service.

• The worship service includes the regular elements: 
singing,  prayer,  reading of Scripture,  preaching,  etc.

• More attention and time is given, than usual, to prayer.

• E.g., Classis West of the PRCA declared a special 
day of prayer that was held a few days after the 
terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001.



The true nature of prayer must be preserved according
to God’s Word. The Church must never make a mere
petition for relief, but must recognize God’s all-governing
hand. She must confess her dependence upon God, her
readiness to submit to God’s will, her desire to seek the
things that are above. Her concern must be, above all,
for the preservation of God’s cause.
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PRAYERS ON PRAYER DAYS
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ARTICLE 67 OF CHURCH ORDER
The churches shall observe Sunday alone,
and shall observe the truth of Christ’s
birth, His passion and death, His
resurrection, His ascension to heaven,
and the pouring out of the Holy Spirit, on
the Sunday preceding the day, or on the
Sundays, these events are commonly
observed.



HISTORY AND IDENTITY OF 
SPECIAL DAYS

• History in the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands:
• Some of the special days were public holidays, which 

involved worldly celebrations.
• Worship services were held as a means to keep and guide 

God’s people in a proper remembrance of these events.

• Identity – Which Days?
• The PRCA has 9 Special Days: Christmas, Good Friday, 

Easter, Ascension Day, Pentecost, Day of Prayer, National 
Thanksgiving Day, Old and New Year’s Day.

• The PRCP has 5 Special Days: Christ’s Birth, Christ’s 
Passion and Death, Christ’s Resurrection, Christ’s 
Ascension, Christ Pouring out His Spirit.



OBSERVING THE SPECIAL DAYS
• PRCP observes these days on Sundays.
• Either the preceding Sunday – Christ’s Passion & 

Death, Christ’s Birth, Christ’s Ascension.
• Or the Sunday on which these events are 

commonly observed – Christ’s Resurrection, 
Christ pouring out His Spirit (Pentecost).

• To “observe” these days means to gather in 
public worship.  At least one of the sermons 
must expound a text concerning that significant 
event in the life and work of Christ.



UPCOMING SPECIAL DAYS
Sunday December 24, 2017 – Christ’s Birth

Sunday March 25, 2018 – Christ’s Passion, Death

Sunday April 1, 2018 – Christ’s Resurrection

Sunday May 6, 2018 – Christ’s Ascension

Sunday May 20, 2018 – Pouring Out of The Spirit

Sunday December 23, 2018 – Christ’s Birth
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ARTICLE 68 OF CHURCH ORDER

The ministers shall on Sunday explain
briefly the sum of Christian doctrine
comprehended in the Heidelberg
Catechism, so that as much as possible
the explanation shall be annually
completed, according to the division of
the catechism itself for that purpose.



HEIDELBERG CATECHISM 
PREACHING

• Pastors are to preach a Heidelberg Catechism sermon, 
as much as possible, every Sunday.
• It may not always work out well to do this every Sunday.
• But we should try to preach through it as quickly as possible.

• When we preach HC, are preaching the Word of God.
• Of course, only the Bible is inspired & infallible & inerrant.
• But we can trust that the Catechism is biblical and accurate.

• Spirit has led the church into the truth – John 16:13-14.
• We ourselves can tell that the HC is biblical – Acts 17:11.
• The HC has withstood the test of time (over 450 years).



BENEFITS OF H.C. PREACHING
1. HC preaching helps us (as all the creeds do) to know 

and understand what the Scriptures teach.
2. It ensures that the whole counsel of God concerning 

salvation is preached.  Acts 20:27.
3. It provides a way to preach the truth systematically.
4. It ensures we have doctrinal preaching in the church.
5. It enables us to study doctrine in an experiential and 

personal way – theme of comfort.  Isaiah 40:1-2.
6. It is a means for preserving the truth in our churches 

and generations.  Proverbs 23:23, Jeremiah 6:16.
7. It is a tool for the spiritual growth and protection of the 

church and people of God.  Hosea 4:6, II Peter 3:18.



Preaching from the Catechism will ensure the preaching
of all the doctrines of Scripture. This is necessary in
order that the congregation may grow in the knowledge
of the truth of God’s Word. Sound doctrine is the heart
of the faith by which the believer knows God, Whom to
know is life eternal. And, indeed, his practical life in the
world will only be right and good when it is rooted in the
knowledge of the truth.
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FOR DOCTRINE AND FOR LIFE


