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ARTICLE 69 OF CHURCH ORDER

In the churches only the 150 Psalms of David,
the Ten Commandments, the Lord’s Prayer, the
Twelve Articles of Faith, the Songs of Mary,
Zacharias, and Simeon, the Morning and
Evening Hymns, and the Hymn of Prayer
before the sermon shall be sung.

SIGNIFICANT POINTS
1. Reformed Churches practice Congregational Singing
2. Reformed Churches are Psalm Singing Churches



(1) CONGREGATIONAL SINGING
• The Scriptures teach that congregational singing is an 

important part of the church’s worship services.

• Not choirs, solos, special numbers, bands, etc.

• But the whole congregation singing together.

• NB: Musical instruments may be used as accompaniment 
for congregational singing, but they should not replace it.

• Why must singing in worship be Congregational Singing?

• All believers occupy the Office of Believer.

• Joel 2:28-29, Acts 2:16-18, John 14:17, I John 2:27.

• Heidelberg Catechism, Lord’s Day 12.



Reformed worship is characterized by CONGREGATIONAL
PARTICIPATION. Every act of worship is an act in which
the believer participates. The congregation is not a group
of spectators who come together to watch some
professional priest or theologian do his thing. They are not
observers, but worshippers. This was the great deliverance
God gave His people at the Reformation. … This is why,
historically, Reformed churches have never allowed choirs
and special numbers to come into public worship. The
entire congregation is called to participate in every act of
worship in the church.

B. Gritters, Public Worship and the Reformed Faith



(2) PSALM SINGING
• God has given the Psalms for singing in worship.  The 

Psalms are a songbook written and given by God.

• The Reason we sing Psalms in worship:
• God commands us to do so – Eph. 5:19-20, Colossians 3:16.
• I.e., the Regulative Principle of Worship – Exodus 20:4-6, 

John 4:24, Heidelberg Catechism Lord’s Day 35.

• Some Benefits of singing Psalms in worship:
• The Psalms are God-centered.
• The Psalms are experiential.
• The Psalms are instructive.
• The Psalms are comforting.



EPHESIANS 5:19 AND COLOSSIANS 3:16



The introduction of hymns into the church in the past
has always been a source of trouble. Hymns have
become vehicles of introducing heresy into the church
in some instances. Especially modern hymns are not
proper music for worship services. Often they reflect
the music of the world. They are doctrinally unsound in
many instances. They are man-centered, while
Scripture is always God-centered. They therefore rob
the church of the spirit of worship.

H. Hanko, Notes on the Church Order
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ARTICLE 70 OF CHURCH ORDER

The consistories shall see to it that
those who marry, marry in the Lord,
whether it be in a private ceremony or
in an official worship service. When the
solemnization of marriage takes place
in an official worship service, the
adopted form for that purpose shall be
used.



MARRYING IN THE LORD
• God’s people should marry “only in the Lord.”

• I Corinthians 7:39 – “The wife is bound by the law as long as her
husband liveth; but if her husband be dead, she is at liberty to be
married to whom she will; only in the Lord.”

• II Corinthians 6:14 – “Be ye not unequally yoked together with
unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with
unrighteousness?What communion hath light with darkness?”

• Deuteronomy 7:3 – “Neither shalt thou make marriages with
them [the Canaanites]; thy daughter thou shalt not give unto his
son, nor his daughter shalt thou take unto thy son.”

• Serious and sad consequences when they don’t.
• Genesis 6:1-5, I Kings 11:1-10, Nehemiah 13:23-27.



THE CONSISTORY’S DUTY
• Encourage young people to seek godly spouses.

• The pastor and elders doing this during family visitation.
• The pastor doing it in preaching, catechism classes, YP society.

• What the youth need to be told:
• To “marry only in the Lord” means “to date only in the Lord.”  

Therefore, sort out differences before dating and marriage.
• A husband and wife must be one in the faith (i.e., the truth 

they confess) and members of the same denomination.
• It is sin to leave a true church in order to date and marry 

someone from a different denomination.  II Cor. 6:14.
• Dating and marriage are serious – (1) marriage is lifelong, and 

(2) our marriages must picture the true marriage.  Eph. 5:22ff.
• God blesses godly marriages.  Ps. 127, Ps. 128, Prov. 18:22.



“Marriage must be the goal in dating, even though this is not
discussed on the first date, and even though one is only
seeking to become better acquainted.”

Rev. C. Hanko, Leaving Father and Mother, p. 8

“The spiritual … unites two people in the Lord. The Lord
brings them together in His favor. The love of Christ in our
hearts draws us to those who love the Lord. A Christian
young man seeks his companion in the church, simply from
the principle, “Thy people shall be my people, and thy God
my God” (Ruth 1:16). Even though his sinful flesh may be
drawn for a moment to outward appearance and the
vivacious lure of an unbeliever, his heart tells him that is no
good; it is sinful in the sight of God. A sincere believer is a
companion of those who seek the Lord.”

Rev. C. Hanko, Leaving Father and Mother, p. 7


