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CHURCH ORDER OF DORDT

Article 1 — Introduction

Articles 2-28 — Church Officers

Articles 29-52 — Church Assemblies

Articles 53-70 — Supervision of Doctrines, 
Sacraments, and Other Ceremonies

Articles 71-86 — Censure and Ecclesiastical 
Admonition



Article 71 — Character of Christian Discipline

Articles 72-73 — Discipline for Private Sins

Articles 74-78 — Discipline for Public Sins

Articles 79-80 — Discipline of Office-bearers

Article 81 — Censura Morum

Overview of CO Articles
Concerning Church Discipline
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ARTICLE 71 of the Church Order
As Christian discipline is of a spiritual nature,
and exempts no one from civil trial or
punishment by the authorities, so also besides
civil punishment there is need of ecclesiastical
censures, to reconcile the sinner with the
church and his neighbor and to remove the
offense out of the church of Christ.

SUMMARY: Ecclesiastical Discipline is 
not Physical discipline, but Spiritual.



Scripture Texts re Discipline
Old Testament

• Exodus 22:20

• Deuteronomy 17:2-7

• Leviticus 24:13-16

New Testament

• Matthew 16:16-19

• Matthew 18:15-20

• John 20:23

• Romans 16:17

• I Thessalonians 5:14

• II Thessalonians 3:6

• II Thessalonians 3:14

• I Timothy 5:1-2

• I Corinthians 5:1-5



Old Testament re Discipline
EXODUS 22:20 — “He that sacrificeth unto any god,
save unto the LORD only, he shall be utterly
destroyed.”

LEVITICUS 24:13-16 — “And the LORD spake unto
Moses, saying, Bring forth him that hath cursed
without the camp; and let all that heard him lay their
hands upon his head, and let all the congregation
stone him. And thou shalt speak unto the children of
Israel, saying, Whosoever curseth his God shall bear
his iniquity. And he that blasphemeth the name of the
LORD, he shall surely be put to death, and all the
congregation shall certainly stone him: …”



Old Testament re Discipline
DEUTERONOMY 17:2-7 — “If there be found among you
… man or woman that hath wrought wickedness in the
sight of the Lord thy God, in transgressing the covenant,
and hath gone and served other gods, and worshiped
them, either the sun, or moon, or any of the host of
heaven, which I have not commanded; And it be told thee
and thou hast heard of it, and inquired diligently, and
behold, it be true, and the thing certain, that such
abomination is wrought in Israel, Then shalt thou bring
forth that man or that woman ... and shalt stone them
with stones, till they die. At the mouth of two witnesses,
or three witnesses, shall he that is worthy of death be put
to death; but at the mouth of one witness he shall not be
put to death. ... So shalt thou put the evil away from
among you.”



New Testament re Discipline

MATTHEW 16:16-19

(16) And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the living God. (17) And Jesus
answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon
Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto
thee, but my Father which is in heaven. (18) And I say
also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I
will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it. (19) And I will give unto thee the keys
of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever
thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.



MATTHEW 18:15-20
Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and
tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear
thee, thou hast gained thy brother. 16But if he will not hear
thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth
of two or three witnesses every word may be established.
17And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church:
but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an
heathen man and a publican. 18Verily I say unto you,
Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven:
and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven. 19Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree
on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be
done for them of my Father which is in heaven. 20For where
two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in
the midst of them.



Other New Testament
Passages re Discipline
• JOHN 20:23

• ROMANS 16:17

• I THESSALONIANS 5:14

• II THESSALONIANS 3:6

• II THESSALONIANS 3:14

• I TIMOTHY 5:1-2

• I CORINTHIANS 5:1-5



Civil 
Punishment

• Physical
• For Citizens of  

Earthly Society
• Goal is to Preserve 

Peace and Good 
Order in Society

• Based on Civil law
•.

• Done in order that 
justice be satisfied

Christian 
Discipline

• Spiritual
• For Citizens of  Heaven 

(church members)
• Goal to save Members 

and to Maintain the 
Purity of  the Church

• Based on God’s Word
• Done to bring a sinner to 

repentance



Herman Hanko, Notes on the Church Order

“If the same individual, guilty of but one sin, falls 
under the jurisdiction of both State and Church, the 
two spheres of authority must be kept separate.  The 
sinner may be reconciled to the Church so that he is 
freed from discipline and restored to the fellowship 

of the people of God.  But he is not, by this, exempted 
from the penalties which the State is obligated to 

impose upon him.  And, if he satisfies the justice of 
the State for a crime committed, this satisfaction of 
justice by the State does not exempt him from the 

discipline of the church.” 



PURPOSE of DISCIPLINE
CO: “to reconcile the sinner with the church & his neighbor.”

The purpose of discipline is POSITIVE – to save the 
sinner, in the way of repentance.
This must always be the motive/goal/purpose that 
anyone has when he carries out discipline.
This is accomplished by the power of God’s Word.

CO: “to remove the offense out of the church of Christ.”
The church is to be a light in this world.  But sin in the 
church causes offense (can cause someone to stumble).
The offense must be removed:

either (1) by the sinner repenting and being restored,
or (2) if necessary, by sinner being excommunicated.



FORM for EXCOMMUNICATION

“… wherefore we are necessitated to 
proceed to this excommunication according 

to the command and charge given us by 
God in His holy Word; to the end that he 
[the impenitent sinner] may hereby be 

made (if possible) ashamed of his sins, and 
likewise that we may not by this rotten and 

as yet incurable member put the whole 
body of the church in danger, and that 
God’s name may not be blasphemed.” 



DISCIPLINE and PREACHING
These two are very closely related.

Discipline is the Preaching of the Gospel.
The Preaching of the Gospel is Discipline.

NB: Preaching is the main way discipline is done 
in the church.  Discipline starts with preaching.

L.D. 31 of HC – the kingdom of heaven is opened 
and shut both by Preaching and by Discipline.

II Cor. 2:14-16 – both Preaching and Christian 
Discipline have the same two-fold effect.



LORD’S DAY 31 of the H.C.
Question 83. What are the keys of the
kingdom of heaven?

Answer. The preaching of the holy
gospel, and Christian discipline, or
excommunication out of the Christian
church; by these two, the kingdom of
heaven is opened to believers, and shut
against unbelievers.



II CORINTHIANS 2:15-16
Paul speaking re preachers/preaching:

(15) “For we are unto God a sweet
savor of Christ, in them that are saved,
and in them that perish.
(16) “To the one we are a savor of
death unto death; and to the other the
savor of life unto life. And who is
sufficient for these things?”


