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OVERVIEW OF ARTICLES
CONCERNING CHRISTIAN DISCIPLINE

• Article 71 — Character of Christian Discipline

• Articles 72-73 — Discipline for Private Sins

• Articles 74-78 — Discipline for Public Sins

• Articles 79-80 — Discipline of Office-bearers

• Article 81 — Supervision Among Office-bearers



ARTICLE 74 of CHURCH ORDER
If anyone, having been admonished in love
concerning a secret sin by two or three
persons, does not give heed, or otherwise
has committed a public sin, the matter
shall be reported to the consistory.

MATTHEW 18:16-17a – “But if he will not hear 
thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in 
the mouth of two or three witnesses every word 
may be established.  And if he shall neglect to 

hear them, tell it unto the church:”



WHAT SINS ARE REPORTED TO 
THE CONSISTORY?

• NB: What does “Church” in Matthew 18:17 refer to?

• Some Private Sins are reported to the Consistory
• Private sins are reported only if the sinner does not 

repent after Matthew 18:15-16 has been followed.
• The Consistory must check into a number of things 

before they become involved or apply discipline.

• All Public Sins are reported to the Consistory
• The sinner himself might report it to the Consistory, or 

the Consistory might become aware b/c sin is public.
• All public sins are Consistory work because a breach 

exists between a member and the whole church.



WHAT DOES “HAVING BEEN 
ADMONISHED IN LOVE” MEAN?

1. Private sins can only be reported to the consistory 
after the sinner has been admonished “in love.”

2. Although Matt. 18 does not apply to public sins, 
members must still lovingly admonish the sinner.

The obligation is placed upon believers earnestly to seek
the repentance of an erring brother. They must do this
personally until it becomes apparent to them that their
best efforts will not result in repentance and
reconciliation. Only then should they proceed to tell the
matter to the Consistory. Prof. H. Hanko
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ARTICLE 75 OF CHURCH ORDER
The reconciliation of all such sins as are of their nature
of a public character, or have become public because
the admonition of the church was despised, shall take
place (upon sufficient evidence of repentance) in such
a manner as the consistory shall deem conducive to the
edification of each church. Whether in particular cases
this shall take place in public shall, when there is a
difference of opinion about it in the consistory, be
considered with the advice of two neighboring churches
or of the classis.

SUMMARY:
• This Article deals with reconciliation of public sins.
• Note:  Article 73 deals with reconciliation of private sins.



WHAT IS INVOLVED IN THE 
RECONCILIATION OF A SINNER?
• The BASIS for Reconciliation
• CO: “Sufficient evidence of repentance.”
• One must confess and forsake his sin.  Prov. 28:13. 
• Consistory willing and ready to forgive.  Matt. 18:22.
• May need to put someone “on probation” for a time.

• The METHOD of Reconciliation
• CO: what is “conducive to the edification of the church”
• 1) Usually reconciliation takes place between the 

member and the Consistory.
• 2) The Consistory then prepares an announcement 

and reads it to the congregation.



CAN RECONCILIATION
BE DONE PUBLICLY?

• Article 75 mentions the possibility of reconciliation 
being done in public – supervised by the Consistory, 
and done in a public worship service.

• Historically Reformed churches have been cautious 
about using this method.

• Thus Art. 75 requires a unanimous decision of the 
Consistory if reconciliation is done publicly.
• If there is not a unanimous vote, the Consistory must 

seek the advice of two neighboring consistories.
• If the neighboring consistories cannot agree, they 

must seek the advice of the Classis.
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ARTICLE 76 OF CHURCH ORDER
Such as obstinately reject the admonition of the
consistory, and likewise those who have committed a
public or otherwise gross sin, shall be suspended from
the Lord’s Supper. And if he, having been suspended,
after repeated admonitions, shows no signs of
repentance, the consistory shall at last proceed to the
extreme remedy, namely, excommunication, agreeably
to the form adopted for that purpose according to the
Word of God. But no one shall be excommunicated
except with the advice of the classis.

SUMMARY:  Articles 76 & 77 set forth the
method and steps of Christian Discipline.



ARTICLE 77 OF CHURCH ORDER
After the suspension from the Lord’s table, and subsequent
admonitions, and before proceeding to excommunication, the
obstinacy of the sinner shall be publicly made known to the
congregation; the offense explained, together with the care
bestowed upon him, in reproof, suspension from the Lord’s
Supper, and repeated admonition; and the congregation shall be
exhorted to speak to him and to pray for him. There shall be
three such admonitions. In the first the name of the sinner shall
not be mentioned that he be somewhat spared. In the second,
with the advice of the classis, his name shall be mentioned. In
the third the congregation shall be informed that (unless he
repent) he will be excluded from the fellowship of the church, so
that his excommunication, in case he remains obstinate, may
take place with the tacit approbation of the church. The
interval between the admonitions shall be left to the discretion
of the consistory.



WHOM DO THESE ARTICLES SAY 
SHOULD BE DISCIPLINED?

• Two cases are mentioned:
• Such as obstinately reject the admonition of the consistory
• Those who have committed a public or otherwise gross sin

• Explanation:
• Someone who rejects the admonition of the Consistory 

may have committed a private sin or a public sin.
• If one commits a gross public sin, he is immediately 

disciplined because of the effect of the sin.
• In both instances, the discipline begins only if the sinner 

refuses to repent.



THREE STEPS OF DISCIPLINE?
1. Suspension from the Lord’s Supper, and thus also from 

all membership privileges.  (“Silent Censure”)

2. Three Announcements/Admonitions (cf. Article 77)
1. Mention a member is under discipline, ask members to 

pray for him, but do not mention the person’s name.
2. Mention person’s name, ask members to pray for and 

admonish – but only after receiving Classis’ approval.
3. Mention that if the erring member remains impenitent, 

he will be excommunicated on a certain date. Ask 
members to continue to pray for and admonish.

3. Excommunication.
• Only after repeated admonitions and if no repentance.
• Using the adopted “Form For Excommunication.”
• Impenitent sinner is no longer a member of the church.



The advice of Classis must be sought so that all possibility of
partiality is guarded against. The consistory could become so
enmeshed in a particular case that they are no longer able to
look at a case with complete objectivity. The advice of Classis
is important. Prof. H. Hanko

Classis, before it passes judgment, must learn (1) whether a
sin has been committed, (2) whether there is evidence of
impenitence, (3) whether Article 76 has been followed, (4)
whether the first admonition to the congregation has taken
place, and (5) if the labor of the Consistory is sufficient.
Classis must give its advice carefully, for it is giving the
consistory its approval for excommunication if the sinner does
not repent. Prof. H. Hanko

GETTING ADVICE OF CLASSIS



WHAT ARE THE THREE 
ANNOUNCEMENTS?

• They are called “admonitions.”
• The congregation is being admonished.

• The impenitent sinner is being admonished.

• What each announcement must include:
• An explanation of the offense – e.g., which commandment the 

sinner has broken and refuses to repent from.

• An explanation of what the Consistory has done.  Be brief, but 
enough to demonstrate the work done and care shown.

• An exhortation to the congregation to pray for and speak to 
(i.e., admonish) the erring member.

• The Biblical basis is Titus 3:10.



FURTHER EXPLANATION
OF THE ANNOUNCEMENTS

• Announcements are made to the congregation.
• So that the members will (1) pray for the erring member, 

and (2) admonish the erring member.

• They are involved in discipline because the members of 
the church occupy the office of believer.

• The Duties of the Consistory:
• Prepare and approve the announcements ahead of time

• Decide concerning the timing of the announcements

• Receive Classis’ approval before announcing sinner’s name

• Continue admonishing the sinner throughout the process

• Stop discipline at any time in the process if sinner repents



The process of censure in the church of Christ is over a
period of time. The purpose of all censure is, by means of
the Word of God, to bring the sinner to repentance. Thus
the Consistory labors with a person addressing him again
and again with the Word of God. … The Consistory must
be sure that the sinner is completely impenitent.

Prof. H. Hanko

By means of excommunication the church is rid of an evil
and harmful member who, if allowed to remain in the church,
would cause untold harm. Prof. H. Hanko

Throughout these steps, the goal is repentance and 
restoration.  Thus, the process is halted at any time 

during these three steps if the sinner repents.



BELGIC CONFESSION
ARTICLE 32

THE ORDER AND DISCIPLINE OF THE CHURCH

“… Therefore we admit only of that which tends to
nourish and preserve concord and unity, and to keep all
men in obedience to God. For this purpose,
excommunication or church discipline is requisite, with
the several circumstances belonging to it, according to
the Word of God.”



HEIDELBERG CATECHISM
LORD’S DAY 31 – Q&A 85

How is the Kingdom of Heaven shut and 
opened by Christian Discipline?

• Thus: when according to the command of Christ, those, who
under the name of Christians, maintain doctrines, or
practices inconsistent therewith, and will not, after having
been often brotherly admonished, renounce their errors and
wicked course of life, are complained of to the church, or to
those, who are thereunto appointed by the church; and if they
despise their admonition, are by them forbidden the use of
the sacraments; whereby they are excluded from the
Christian church, and by God himself from the kingdom of
Christ; and when they promise and show real amendment,
are again received as members of Christ and his church.



REFORMED CHURCH GOVERNMENT

CHURCH ORDER OF 
DORDT

ARTICLE 78

Rev. D. Kleyn, PRCA Missionary



ARTICLE 78 OF CHURCH ORDER
Whenever anyone who has been excommunicated
desires to become reconciled to the church in the way
of repentance, it shall be announced to the
congregation, either before the celebration of the
Lord’s Supper, or at some other opportune time, in
order that (in as far as no one can mention anything
against him to the contrary) he may with profession of
his conversion be publicly reinstated, according to the
form for that purpose.

SUMMARY:
• Explains how to reinstate an excommunicated member.
• Necessary because repentance is always possible in this life.



PROCEDURE FOR READMITTING 
AN EXCOMMUNICATED MEMBER
1. The member expresses a desire to be restored, and 

shows evidence of true repentance.  Prov. 28:13.

2. Consistory determines if the repentance is genuine, 
and then makes a decision to restore the member.

3. The Consistory announces this to the congregation.  
(This announcement is provided at the beginning of 
the Form for Readmitting Excommunicated Persons.)

4. The member is readmitted by using the adopted 
Form for Readmitting Excommunicated Persons.

MATTHEW 18:22,  MATTHEW 18:23-35,  LUKE 15:7
LUKE 15:10,  LUKE 15:32,  EPHESIANS 4:32



CONTENT OF FORM FOR READMITTING 
EXCOMMUNICATED PERSONS

• Mentions the Biblical basis for restoring a repentant sinner.

• Points out the assurance the sinner may have of forgiveness.

• The repentant sinner is asked to answer if he is truly sorry, 
believes he is forgiven, and promises to live a godly life.

• The church declares the sinner is no longer excommunicated 
and is again received into the church.

• The restored member is admonished to be diligent in 
guarding against falling again into sin.

• The congregation is admonished to receive the member 
again, and to do so lovingly and gladly.

• The Form concludes with a prayer of thanksgiving, and a 
request for God's mercy and grace.


