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ARTICLE 85 OF CHURCH ORDER

Churches whose usages differ
from ours merely in nonessentials
shall not be rejected.

SUMMARY: The rule to be followed for
establishing sister-church relationships, as well as
for accepting new churches into a denomination.



WHAT IS THE BIBLICAL PRINCIPLE 
BEHIND THIS ARTICLE?

1. Positively
• We are required to express the unity of the church, 

the body of Christ.
• This unity is unity in the truth – the truth of the 

Scriptures and the Reformed confessions.
• John 10:16, 17:20-21, Romans 12:5, I Corinthians 

12:12, Galatians 3:28, Ephesians 4:1-6.

2. Negatively
• Churches cannot unite when there are differences on 

essential matters of doctrine and faith.
• Amos 3:3, II Corinthians 6:14.



PRCP CONSTITUTION FOR CONTACT 
WITH OTHER CHURCHES

PREAMBLE

The Federation of the Protestant Reformed Churches in
the Philippines, in obedience to Scripture as interpreted in
the Three Forms of Unity, confess that there is one holy,
catholic church. They believe, further, that it is their sacred
duty to manifest the true unity and catholicity of the church
on earth, in as far as that is possible, not only in their
denominational fellowship but also in conjunction with all
churches which have obtained like precious faith with us,
both domestic and foreign.



WHAT ARE “ESSENTIALS” AND 
WHAT ARE “NON-ESSENTIALS”?
• ESSENTIALS
• Unity in the truth of Scriptures.
• Unity in the administration of the Sacraments.
• Unity in the exercise of Christian Discipline.
• Unity in Liturgy that is prescribed by Scripture.

• NON-ESSENTIALS
• These are aspects of the life of the church concerning 

which there are no specific rules in Scripture.
• There may be variation/difference between churches and 

denominations in such things.
• E.g., worship service times, if Lord’s Supper administered 

more than 4 times a year, order of worship, etc.



PRCP CONSTITUTION FOR CONTACT 
WITH OTHER CHURCHES

PRINCIPLES:

In the negotiating of and arriving at any official relationships
with other churches, the following principles shall be
determinative for the committee:

• In general, Holy Scripture, together with the subordinate
standards (The Three Forms of Unity) of the Protestant
Reformed Churches in the Philippines.

• Specifically, the Heidelberg Catechism, Question and Answer
54; the Belgic Confession of Faith, Articles 27-29; the Church
Order of the Protestant Reformed Churches in the
Philippines,Article 85.



IN WHAT SITUATIONS DOES
THIS ARTICLE APPLY?

• Two Applications:
1. Sister-church Relationships (e.g., PRCP & PRCA, PRCP 

& CERCS).
2. Accepting a new church into our denomination. (Refer 

to: Procedure for Membership of an Existing Congregation 
into the Federation of the PRCP)

Churches must not be rejected if they are one with
us in all other matters except matters which are
“non-essential.”

Prof. H. Hanko

We must accept churches and denominations if the only 
differences between us are “non-essential” differences.
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ARTICLE 86 OF CHURCH ORDER
These articles, relating to the lawful order of
the church, have been so drafted and adopted
by common consent that they (if the profit of
the churches demand otherwise) may and
ought to be altered, augmented, or diminished.
However, no particular congregation or classis
shall be at liberty to do so, but they shall show
all diligence in observing them, until it be
otherwise ordained by the general synod.
SUMMARY:  The Church Order may and can (even “ought” to) be 

changed, but this must be done in a proper way.



(1) WHAT IS THE PURPOSE
OF THE CHURCH ORDER?

Art. 86 refers to the whole Church Order: “These 
articles, relating to the lawful order of the church …”

• We are required to have good order in the church:   
I Corinthians 14:40, Titus 1:5, I Timothy 3:5, 3:15.

• The Church Order of Dordt sets forth what good 
(biblical) order is in the following areas (see Art. 1): 
• Articles 2-28 – Church Offices

• Articles 29-52 – Church Assemblies

• Articles 53-70 – Doctrines, Sacraments, Ceremonies

• Articles 71-86 – Church Discipline



(2) WHAT IS THE ORIGIN OF 
THE CHURCH ORDER?

• Art. 86:  The articles of the Church Order “have 
been so drafted and adopted by common consent.”

• This refers to two things:
• The fact that the Church Order was written and 

officially adopted by the Synod of Dordt 1618-1619.

• The fact that all who accept the CO also “consent” to 
(i.e., agree with ) what the Synod of Dordt decided.

The articles were not imposed upon the churches in any hierarchical
fashion. … Mutually, in the ecclesiastical assemblies, the churches
discussed, drafted, decided upon, and accepted these various rules and
principles. Prof. H. Hanko



(3) MAY THE CHURCH ORDER
BE CHANGED?

• The Church Order contains 3 different kinds of articles:
1. Some are based directly on biblical principles of church 

government in the Bible.

2. Some are based on clear implications that arise from these 
biblical principles.

3. Some deal with practical matters – practical rules for the 
sake of good order and for uniformity.

• What may be changed?
• The first two types of articles cannot be changed, unless it is 

shown that they conflict with the Bible.

• The third type of article can be changed, but this must be 
done carefully and properly.



(4) HOW SHOULD ANY CHANGES TO 
THE CHURCH ORDER BE MADE?

1. The change must be made by the denomination as 
a whole – i.e., by the broadest assembly.

2. The change must be done carefully and slowly, and 
include a thorough study of past decisions.

3. The change should only be done if it’s profitable for 
the “churches” – i.e., the whole denomination.

4. The change must come by way of an Overture or a  
Gravamen to the Classis.

Re OVERTURE and GRAVAMEN, see Prof. H. Hanko, The 
Believers’ Manual for Church Order



OVERTURE vs GRAVAMEN
- Overtures are requests from individual believers, groups of
believers, or minor assemblies, directed to a major assembly to
take action on a matter of concern. Overtures may request
action on new matters (such as alterations in the order of
worship in the congregations), amendments of existing decisions
(such as changes in a constitution of a synodical committee), or
reconsideration of past decisions because of changes in
circumstances (such as requests for classical meetings to be held
four times a year instead of the prescribed three times a year).

- Gravamina are … strictly limited to matters of the confessions of
a church, including the liturgical forms and the adopted Church
Order. They are presented to ecclesiastical bodies when an
individual (or, in rare cases, an assembly) finds something in either
the major or the minor confessions which he considers to be
contrary to the Word of God.



(5) WHAT ARE WE REQUIRED TO DO IN
RELATION TO THE CHURCH ORDER?

• Article 86:  We are to “show all diligence in 
observing” the articles of the Church Order.

• Explanation:
• The fact that the Church Order may be changed 

shows we do not place it on a par with Scripture.

• However, we recognize that the Church Order has 
authority insofar as it agrees with Scripture.

• Therefore all articles of the Church Order must be 
diligently observed (obeyed/practiced/followed).


